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WHoseE BANK 
IS IT? 


re the American people 
seeking change in govern- 
ment to ensure that their 
freedom and rights are not 
infringed upon by unjust laws and 
hidden agendas? It has been said, 


_ old ideas are easier to hold on to and 


harder to give up than new ones. 


_ Perhaps citizens feel that the time 


has come to explore the old. Why 


_ are people demanding from their 
- elected officials full disclosure and 
_ public accountability? Are we a 


nation buried in debt with an uncer- 
tain future for our children? Is 


money the root of all evil? Who 


controls the money in the United 
States of America? 
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin 


Franklin and James Madison 
_ adamantly opposed the plans of the 
~ New York banking agent, Alexander 


Hamilton, to establish a private 
central bank for the U.S. like the 
Bank of England. After Franklin’s 
death in 1790, Hamilton succeeded 
in bribing enough Congressmen to 
have Congress grant a charter for a 


period of twenty years to the 


bankers in 1791 for “The First Bank 
of the United States”. Having lost 
his battle against the bankers, 
Jefferson said: 

“| believe that banking institutions 
are more dangerous to our liberties 
than standing armies. Already they 
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have raised up a money aristocracy 
that has set the government at 
defiance. The issuing power of money 
should be taken from the banks, and 
restored to Congress and to the people, 
to whom it belongs.” 

When the charter expired in 
1811, a more honest Congress 
refused to renew it. What followed 
was the War of 1812, in an effort to 
re-establish the rule of the Bank of 
England over us. 

Many Americans still believe that 
our government creates our money 
in accordance with Article 1, Section 
8 of the Constitution which states: 
“The Congress shall have Power to 
coin money, regulate the Value 
thereof, and of foreign Coin...” 

This power of government was 
surrendered by Congress in 1913 to 
a private corporation called “The 
Federal Reserve.” It is controlled by 
international bankers. The Federal 
Reserve was established by the 
Owen-Glass Bill when it was passed 
by the Senate (43 to 25) on 
December 22, 1913, and by the 
House of Representatives (209 to 
60) on December 23, 1913. It was 
immediately signed into law by 
President Woodrow Wilson. It has 
since been called the Federal 
Reserve Act and the private central 
bank which it established is called, 
simply, “The Fed.” 
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The Fed remains 


today one of the truly 
independent sources 


of power in the 


government. It ts 


linked through 
history to wars, 
depressions and 


recessions. The Fed 
controls our money 
but answers to no 


one. The Federal 


Reserve Bank ts not 


held accountable 
or audited. 


Continued on Page 63 
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BROWNE'S IDEAS ON GOVERNMENT 


Why Government 
Doesn’t Work 


Written by Harry Browne 


What does Browne 
propose to do as 
President? It’s a long 
list: pardon all those 
convicted of victimless 
federal crimes; stop 
and punish all 
violations of the Bill 
of Rights by federal 
officers; remove 
U. S. troops from 
foreign countries; 
veto all budget bills 
that exceed his 


budget proposals... 
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@ By William B. Lindley 


This book could well be preach- 
ing to the choir. Truth Seeker has 
long been sympathetic to maximiz- 
ing liberty and minimizing govern- 
ment. However, a former editor 
with strong libertarian sentiments 
once told me, “We don’t want Truth 
Seeker to become a Libertarian 
Party rag.” We are independent. 
We discuss politics — among other 
things. 

The book is a campaign 
document; the author is the 1996 
Libertarian Party candidate for 
president of the United States. Most 
major candidates for president get a 
book out in plenty of time for the 
election season, and this book is no 
exception. However, I believe it is 
exceptional in that it has a good 
chance of outliving the election, as 
few such books do. 

Does Browne show that govern- 
ment doesn’t work, and does he 
then go on to show why it doesn’t 
work? Let’s see. Very early in the 
book, he identifies the key differ- 
ence between government and 
other human activity: coercion. As the 
mugger knows, coercion works just 
fine — in the short term and in a 
specific situation. But people tend to 
resist coercion and find ways to get 
around it. When it is government 
doing the coercing, Browne points 
out that it is usually taking from 
some to give to others. The “some” 
will decrease as much as possible, 
while the others will increase 
without limit. The situation is 
inherently unstable. But it continues 
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to grow. Why? Because, as Browne 
notes, each failure is used as an 
excuse for more government, 
people have a vested interest in 
getting a piece of the pie, and 
bureaucrats crave power. If people 
are sheep, this will work for quite a 
while. 

Are people sheep? This nation 
wasn’t founded by sheep. West 
Texas wasn’t settled by sheep. 
Humanists, denouncing Psalm 23, 
insist that people are not sheep. 
Former Truth Seeker publisher 
James Hervey Johnson said again 
and again that people are sheep. 
The answer today seems to be that 
most are, some are not. But 
elections are won by majorities, 
even though the majority of people 
don’t vote! So we have a govern- 
ment of the sheep and for the sheep 
but by the wolves a.k.a. “shepherds,” 
and the sheep continue to be shorn. 

And it works. Three years ago I 
reviewed a book titled “Bankruptcy 
1995.” It didn’t happen. There are 
any number of “gloom and doom” 
books that prophesy the collapse of 
overextended government within a 
few years. Such books quickly 
become obsolete or, like Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, change the date. The 
ballooning tyranny somehow 
muddles through. The end result is 
a police state and megadeath, as 
Browne notes. He also points out 
that the ugliness of Hitler Germany 
and Khmer Rouge Cambodia is 
getting closer, as BATF, IRS and 
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recently asked a friend who 
is active in the Libertarian 
Party what Republicans 
could learn from libertarians. He 
| gave a one-word reply: “Principles!” 
Now this is a tough answer for 
/ anybody who is active in partisan 
| politics, as I learned long ago. It may 
be one reason why the Libertarian 
Party is so small despite the attrac- 
tiveness of much of its platform. 
Politics is the art of commanding a 
majority and, sad to say, principles 


do not today command a majority of 
the American electorate. Whatever 
principles you may name, you can 
find a majority opposed to the 
practical consequences of any of 
them. That’s why “politics is the art 
| of the possible,” why “let’s do a deal” 
_is a favorite buzz-phrase. 

It is still worthwhile for 
Republicans to keep principles in 
mind, to get educated on their own 
‘announced principles, and to 
examine all policy proposals for 
consistency with such principles. 
These may be the times when 
unpopular positions may win the 
day, simply because the principled 
approach to the issues acts as an 
antidote to the widespread and 
poisonous cynicism that the public 
has for those who hold public office 


and those who aspire to it. 
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LIBERTARIAN 


LESSONS 
FOR REPUBLICANS 


Returning to Principles, not Politics 


@ By William B. Lindley 


Examples: Republican principles 
include: (1) limited government, no 
larger than absolutely necessary; (2) 
individual liberty to “be the best you 
can be,” as one Republican 
spokesman puts it; (3) free trade; and 
(4) in foreign policy, America as 
example, not world policeman. 

Now to the applications. 
America served as world policeman 
in the Gulf War. A brilliant success 
(for once), but a violation of the 
fourth principle above, following in 
the footsteps of a Democrat, 
Woodrow Wilson. There are new 
technological tricks that make big 
government easier, such as the smart 
ID card and the Clipper Chip. Are 
Republicans opposing these on 
principle? Some are, but not enough 
of them. Subsidies to agriculture, 
destroying the family farm they 
were supposed to preserve. Are 
these being ended under the 
Gingrich revolution? No, too many 
Republicans are abandoning princi- 
ple and caving in to special interests 
(their campaign donors back home). 
How about the War on Drugs? 
Principle says to end it, but too 
many Republicans favor filling our 
prisons, wasting tax dollars, and 
making our government bigger 
instead. And the agenda of the 
Religious Right is prevailing in the 
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party, even though, in a general 
election, they don’t have the votes, 
and their theocratic principles 
certainly are not the Republican 
principles given above. 

Another, more radical, area is 
structure. How did government 
evolve from what the Founding 
Fathers gave us to what we have 
now? History, not well known, will 
tell us. The 14th Amendment; the 
16th (Income Tax) Amendment, the 
enactment of the Federal Reserve 
system; court rulings on the scope of 
the treaty-making power of 
Congress; Franklin Roosevelt’s 
measures in 1933; wars in general; 
these and many more have led to a 
steady and enormous expansion of 
the power and intrusiveness of the 
Federal government, a situation 
lamented publicly by most 
Republicans but contested by hardly 
any. The key here, as Republicans 
tend to forget, is not government 
spending as such, but curtailment of 
liberty. We now live under what can 
be rightly called democratic fascism, 
with libertarians objecting strenu- 
ously and Republicans saying the 
words but not understanding the 
problem and going along with most 
of the practical consequences. 
Libertarians have many lessons for 
Republicans here. 
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here is no way to make demos 
kratos, the rule of the people, 
or as we say, democracy, work 
perfectly. As the number of voters 
increases, the certainty of a minority 
in opposition grows. Since the 
majority in a pure democracy could 
use its greater numbers to do real 
harm to any minority, enlightened 
democracies make, or recognize, 
permanent rules or principles, 
written out or at least understood to 
be the limits on the majority. 
Constitutions and bills of rights thus 
set republics apart from pure 
democracies, which remain always 
subject to the tyranny of the 
majority. 

There are many ways to count 
votes, from our general election rule 
of a simple majority (50%+1), 
through plural voting (pick any 
three from the five offered), to the 
division of the states by simple 
majority votes to elect Electors, 
based on their respective state’s 
representation in Congress, who 
each cast a single vote for President 
and Vice-President. These are also 
various methods of eliminating 
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WASTING 


VOTE 


@ By James Kraft-Lorenz 


weaker candidates through 
primaries and other sifting proce- 
dures. The rules for debate and 
passage of motions or bills can be 
quite complex as motions can be 
amended, before, during or after 
passage. This Procrustean amend- 
ment process cannot be applied to 
living candidates without grave 
consequences, though in certain 
cases it may be amusing to contem- 
plate. 

Wasting a vote is voting for a 
candidate, or a motion, that one 
knows to be detrimental to the body 
politic. This is immoral. This is 
voting to legalize arson or confisca- 
tion, as examples. Therefore I 
consider that voting with as much 
knowledge as possible, with the 
long-term good of the body politic 
in mind, to “at least do no harm”, is 
a moral act. Voting for public 
officers in a republic is not the same 
as selecting tunes for the hit parade 
or voting for baseball all-stars to 
play in the annual game. Popular 
tunes and popular players are fun 
but have no force. Perhaps voting 
for the popular candidate just to be 
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Focus 


Voting just to vote is detrimental 


on the “winning side” has brought 
us to where we are today: unconst- 
tutional paper money, a rising debt, 
30% inflation per decade, unconsti- 
tutional extensions of our military 
power around the world and worse, 
much on credit. 

It has been said that “insanity” is 
doing the same thing and expecting 
different results. Many people 
confuse the good feelings of being 
an enthusiastic team supporter 
with the dire consequences of 
unthinking political loyalty. Vote 
for what you know is best, from the 
most informed position you can 
obtain. Express yourself as a 
positive force for the good. Voting 
for the lesser of the evils presented 
may do more harm than good. If 
you are unsure what your vote will 
do, it may be a higher good to 
abstain. Voting, just to vote, as the 
government constantly urges, only 
gives it a blind mandate for 
mindless growth. 


James Kraft-Lorenz is c freelance writer and 
lecturer, and is an expert on the Constitution 
and Constitutional Law. 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS 


ixty years ago there 
occurred a monumental 
| revolution in history that 
‘shook the very foundations of 
American society. 

For 150 years, the American 
| people subscribed to a fundamental 
‘moral principle with respect to the 
role of government in their lives: 
Government shall never be used to 
take money from some people in 
‘order to give it to others. There 
were exceptions that crept into the 
system from time to time. But for 
most of the period from 1787 to the 
1900s, there was no income 
taxation, welfare, Social Security, 
public housing, food stamps, subsi- 
‘dies, and so forth. 

_ That way of life came to an end. 
‘In the 1930s, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt decreed that the primary 
‘mission of government in America 
would be to take money from those 
who had earned and saved it and 
give it to those who the government 
said deserved it more. 

The result has been sixty years of 
what has become known as the 
welfare state. 

From the 1930s through the 
1950s, conservatives battled this 
new way of life in America. They 
pointed out that what the welfare 
state had done was simply to legit- 
imize stealing. It was morally 
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m@ By Jacob G. Hornberger 


wrong, conservatives argued, to take 
something that did not belong to 
you and give it to someone else. And 
they pointed out that the basic 
immorality of stealing could not be 
converted into a moral act simply by 
making the act part of the political 
process. If 99 percent of the people 
voted to take money from A to give 
it to B, the act was as immoral as B 
simply stealing the money from A. 

‘Thus, conservatives attacked the 
welfare state at its root. The welfare 
state had to be ended, they said, not 
reduced or reformed. 

However, conservatives began to 
recognize that the American people 
liked this new order of things. 
Gradually, conservatives began 
throwing in the towel. Thus, today, 
there is no difference in principle 
between conservatives and those on 
the left side of the political 
spectrum. They both believe that 
government should take from some 
to give to others. 

Why did conservatives abandon 
their commitment to principle — to 
the ideas of liberty, property, and 
limited government? Because it was 
too painful for conservatives not to 
be accepted — not to be to be 
popular — not to be part of the “in- 
crowd.” They traded their princi- 
ples for the sake of popularity and 
acceptance. 
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Is Bae amoral obligation 
to end welfare? 


One of the most intriguing 
American political movements in 
recent times is that of the Religious 
Right. Composed primarily of 
Christians, the Religious Right talks 
about how government is the source 
of many of the problems that 
Americans face — illiteracy, family 
breakups, poverty, and so forth. The 
Religious Right calls for such things 
as lower taxes, welfare reform, and 
school choice. 

In other words, those in the 
Religious Right are talking a lot like 
conservatives. But one gets the 
feeling that those in the Religious 
Right have not yet made the 
conscious decision that the conserv- 
atives made — that is, the decision 
to abandon their principles for the 
sake of expediency. One gets the 
impression, instead, that those in 
the Religious Right are looking 
through a glass darkly when it 
comes to the role of government in 
their lives. For this reason, the 
Religious Right has the potential to 
be an energizing force for liberty in 
America. 

When man passes laws that 
violate God’s laws, the Christian 
must decide: “Will I pursue the laws 
of my God? Or will I pursue the 
laws of man?” The choice is very 
simple — very black-and-white — 
very plain. By supporting man’s 
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laws, the Christian abandons his God. 
By supporting God’s laws, the 
Christian leaves behind the laws of 
man. 

Throughout history, Christians 
have been faced with this fundamen- 
tal choice. There have been those 
who have been unable to “take the 
heat” — to suffer the enmity and 
animosity of their fellow men. Thus, 
they have chosen to trade their souls 
for the acceptance and popularity of 
their fellow human beings. Other 
Christians have stood fast — and 
faced the persecution that came with 
that decision. 

Protestants exclaim: “But once I 
have accepted Jesus Christ as Savior, I 
am saved, no matter what happens 
after that.” But is it possible for a 
person who has accepted Jesus Christ 
as Savior to affirmatively support and 
promote violations of God’s 
commandments? If not, then perhaps 
a person who does so is fooling 
himself into thinking that he has 
accepted Christ as Savior. 

Catholics exclaim: “But once I 
have confessed the sin, it is forgiven, 
and I am saved.” But what if the sin 
continues to be committed and 
promoted? Is it possible that the 
penitent is not truly repentant for his 
sin? 

God’s commandment is very clear: 
“Thou shalt not steal.” It does not say, 
“Thou shalt not steal unless the state 
is doing it.” It does not say, “Thou 
shalt not steal unless a person is 
dependent upon it.” It does not say, 
“Thou shalt not steal unless one is in 
the process of reducing the stealing.” 
The commandment says, “Thou shalt 
not steal.” Period. 

But let us accept, for the sake of 
argument, that taxation is necessary 
and desirable to support the limited 
functions of government. Does this 
entitle people to use this coercive 
power to plunder their neighbor to 
feather the nest of someone else? 

If a Christian, or anyone else, 
holds a gun to someone’s head and 
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demands his money in order to give it 
to someone else, the thief has violated 
God’s commandment against 
stealing. If ten Christians commit the 
act, it is still stealing. And if thousands 


The Religious 
Right could very 
well be a powerful 
force in the 
movement for 


freedom. 


of Christians get “their people” on the 
city council, and they vote to autho- 
rize the sheriff to go take the person’s 
money to fund someone else, it is still 
stealing. Christians may fool 
themselves into believing that they 
have committed a righteous act by 
stealing through the political process, 
but it is only they who are fooled, not 
their Creator. 

Take, for example, progressive 
income taxation, one of the ten planks 
of the Communist Manifesto. Either 
a person has the right to keep the 
fruits of his earnings, or he does not. 
It is that simple. When the incremen- 
talists call for reductions in income 
taxes, they are implicitly accepting the 
premise that the state should control a 
person’s income. 

When the state is engaged in evil 
and immoral conduct, there is only 
one approach that Christians may 
take: to end it. Should the position of 
a Christian in Nazi Germany have 
been: “I stand for the reduction in the 
number of Jews killed each year”? 
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Should a Christian’s position in the 
USS. today be: “I stand for a lowering 
of the amount of stealing that our 
government is engaged in”? 

Consider another example — 
public schooling, which is another 
plank in the Communist Manifesto, 

What is the approach of the 
Religious Right to public schooling? 
Their approach is the same as that of 
conservatives: “We have to take 
control over the public schools and 
restore prayer and values to our 
children’s education.” 

The public school system is 
founded on stealing, pure and simple 
— the state uses its taxing power to 
take from some to feather the nest of 
others. Moreover, by forcibly 
removing children from the family in 
order to indoctrinate them with the 
teachings of the state, the state 
assumes that it — not God or the 
parents — is sovereign over the 
children. And by placing prayer in 
public schools, the word of God is 
subordinated to the power of Caesar. 

By calling for reform of the public 
school system, Christians implicitly 
approve of the evil and immoral 
premises on which public schooling is 
founded. There can be only one 
Christian approach to public school- 
ing: to end it, rather than reform or 
control it. 

Another dangerous area for 
Christians is with respect to sin that 
does not involve the use of force or 
fraud against others. No one disputes 
that the state has a legitimate role in 
punishing sin that involves murder, 
theft, rape, and so on. No one has the 
right to destroy or interfere with 
another person’s life, liberty, or 
property. 

But it is a different matter with 
respect to non-violent sin or vice. The 
greatest gift that God bestowed upon 
man is that of free will. The gift is so 
unconditional that we have the ability 
to even reject Him. Unfortunately, 
conservatives take the position that 
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PAT ROBERTSON’S POLITICAL AGENDA 
A MARRIAGE OF RELIGION AND PoLitics 


@ By Edd Doerr 


The 
Contract 
With the 

American 
Family 
would 

undermine 


the 


constitutional 


church-state 
separation 


ATVANg ement 


that ts the 
indispensable 


guarantor of 


religious 


liberty. . . 


Ct 


‘TELEVANGELIST Pat Robertson's 
failure to come even close to 
winning the Republican Party’s 
presidential nomination in 1988 
taught him an important lesson: If 
you can’t start at the top, as Gen. 
Dwight Eisenhower did in 1952, 
then start at the bottom and work 
your way up. 

In 1989, then, building on his 
already impressive broadcasting and 
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university empire, Robertson 
created his Christian Coalition. By 
mid-1995, the organization boasted 
a nationwide membership of 
1,700,000 and 1700 local chapters. 
The Coalition describes itself as “a 
non-profit citizen action organiza- 
tion under IRS code 501 (c)(4)” and 
solicits “corporate business contri- 
butions.” 

“The Christian Coalition is 
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clearly functioning as if it were a 
political party,” notes John M. 
Swomley, professor emeritus of 
Christian ethics, St. Paul School of 
Theology, and chairman of the 
American Civil Liberty Union’s 
Church-State Committee. “It not 
only supports and aids candidates, 
but its goal is to take control of the 
Republican Party.” The Coalition 


pioneered “stealth” campaigns in 
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primaries and elections beginning in 
1990, influenced a great many local 
elections, and claimed credit for 
helping reelect Senators Alphonse 
D’Amato (R.-NY) and Jesse Helms 
(R.-NC). 

Christian Coalition’s 
showpiece is its “Contract With the 
American Family: A Bold Plan to 
Strengthen the Family and Restore 
Common-Sense Values,” released 
with much fanfare in May 1995. 
Borrowing its name from Speaker of 
the House Newt Gingrich’s Contract 
With America, it contains the follow- 
ing 10 goals, about which Robertson’s 
organization claims, “Each item in 
the Contract enjoys support from 
between 60 and 90 percent of the 
American people”: 


The Contract’s Goals 

1. Restoring Religious Equality. This 
item, supposedly in reaction to 
alleged “hostility toward religious 
values” and “anti-religious bigotry,” 
features a proposed amendment to 
the Constitution to authorize 
so-called “student and citizen initi- 
ated” religious exercises in public 
schools and elsewhere. 

2. Returning Education Control to 
the Local Level. This vague proposal 
ignores the fact that public education 
always has been primarily a state and 
local function. 

3. Promoting School Choice calls on 
Congress to fund nonpublic, mostly 
sectarian schools under a voucher 
plan. 

4. Protecting Parental Rights is aimed 
at blocking the U.S. from ratifying 
the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. 

5. Family-Friendly Tax Relief 
proposes a $500 tax credit for 
children, a flat or flattened income 
tax, elimination of the “marriage 
penalty” from the Federal tax code, 
and allowing single-income couples 
the same individual retirement 
account privileges as two-income 
couples. 
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6. Restoring Respect for Human 
Life. This item calls for restrictions on 
late-term abortions, for ending the 
federal requirement that state 
Medicaid plans cover abortions for 
poor rape and incest victims, and for 
ending Federal funding for most 
family planning organizations and 
services. 

7. Encouraging Support of Private 
Charities. This innocent-sounding 
item proposes legislation to allow 
individuals to “designate on their 
income tax returns a portion of their 
taxes to private charities and religious 
organizations. For every dollar the 
taxpayer designates toward a private 
charity, the Federal welfare funding 
to that taxpayer’s state would be 
equally reduced.” This proposal 
would shift public funds from 
programs under public control to 
institutions not under public control. 
8. Restricting Pornography proposes 
legislation to censor sexually explicit 
material from the Internet, require 
cable companies to block access to 
“offensive” video and audio material 
to “non-subscribers,” and make 
possession of child pornography a 
federal offense. 

9. Privatizing the Arts proposes 
ending federal aid to the National 
Endowment for the Arts, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
and Legal Services Corporation. 

10. Crime Victim Restitution 
proposes work and study programs 
for prisoners, though it does not 
suggest how they will be funded, and 
a requirement that convicted felons 
provide restitution to their victims 
after release from prison. 


Popular Support? 

The Contract’s claim to majority 
support is dubious at best. How 
Robertson’s organization handles the 
school prayer issue is typical. Yes, 
most Americans will say they favor 
“voluntary prayer” in public schools, 
but students never have lost the right 


to engage in individual voluntary 
prayer. Concerning popular support 
for a school prayer amendment to the 
Constitution, in 1995, the Gallup/Phi 
Delta Kappa poll found that, while 
respondents favored “vocal prayer” in 
public schools, 70 percent “yes” to 28 
percent “no,” the same respondents 
indicated by 70-to-24 percent margin 
that they would prefer “a moment of 
silence for contemplation or silent 
prayer” over “spoken prayer.” 

As for school choice and voucher 
plans, public opinion does not agree 
with Pat Robertson’ position. While 
polls show roughly two-to-one 
support for some sort of choice 
among public schools, vouchers fall 
far short of approval. The cumulative 
votes in school voucher referendums 
showed opposition to vouchers and 
similar plans running 67 percent 
“ves” to 33 percent “no.” 

On the question of abortion 
rights, opinion varies widely. Public 
opinion supports the rights of 
conscience of the woman. 


Bad Effects of Contract 

Robertson’s Contract must be 
seen in context, as part of the tactical 
and strategic package of a man with 
an ambitious agenda. The Contract 
must be seen as a propaganda 
document that hides more than it 
reveals, manipulates emotions, and 
distorts facts. It must be seen as the 
tip of a very dangerous iceberg. 

The America that Robertson and 
Ralph Reed, the Coalition’s executive 
director, envision would be a far 
different country from the one we 
enjoy now. In their America, public 
schools would be the underfunded 
last refuge of the poor, handicapped, 
slow learners, and others not 
accepted by voucher-funded schools. 
They would also be rent by conflicts 
over religion as local majorities or 
pluralities would decide the “volun- 
tary” devotional activities to be 
conducted in school. Robertson’s 
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: 
‘America could be balkanized along 
religious and other lines. 

Women, particularly the poor, in 
Robertson’ America would have 
‘their reproductive lives controlled 
and regulated by predominantly male 
legislative bodies. 


‘Pat Robertson 
_ As the Christian Coalition is the 
extended shadow of one man, Pat 
Robertson, it is instructive to observe 
what this college chancellor (Regent 
University), author, and religious 
‘broadcaster says when he rolls up his 
'sleeves and goes to work. In an article 
on “Religion in the Classroom” in the 
ie 1995 issue of the William & 
‘Mary Bill of Rights fournal, a scholarly 
‘and respected law review. Robertson 
iwrites of “a 40-year assault on 
religious faith” by “liberal predators” 
and discusses “social and moral 
' collapse” without mentioning the fact 
that there is no demonstrated correla- 
tion between the presence of school 
prayer and indices of crime or delin- 
quency. He also dismisses Thomas 
Jefferson’s 1802 letter to the Danbury 
Baptists (“... 1 contemplate with 
sovereign reverence that act of the 
whole American people which 
declared that their legislature should 
“make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof,’ thus building a 
wall of separation between church 
and state...”) as a mere “offhand 
remark.” 

In the Summer 1995 issue of the 
same law review, Robertson insists 
that “a proper understanding” of 
church-state separation would not 
bar government from “endorsing, 
promoting or encouraging religious 
belief and practice . . . or even from 
giving certain forms of aid (including 
financial) that advance the cause of 
religion.” 

Not content with just promulgat- 
ing his program and distorting 
history and facts to lend it support, 
Robertson demonizes and scapegoats 
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those who do not join his parade. In 
his 1993 book, The Turning Tide: The 
Fall of Liberalism and the Rise of 
Common Sense he refers to “secular 
humanists . . . with a well-defined and 
dangerous agenda”; “the liberal 
educational bureaucracy and its 
socialist friends and supporters”; and 
“radical feminists, homosexuals, 
Planned Parenthood, the [American 
Civil Liberties Union], People for the 
American Way, and their radical 
allies.” 

The Turning Tide is replete with 
scare-mongering assertions like the 
following: “For more than 30 years, 
liberals have forbidden little children 
to pray in schools”; “public education 
in America...was seized early in the 
nineteenth century as a vehicle for 
socialism and anti-religious cleans- 
ing”; “throughout history, the liberals 
have tried to reduce humanity to its 
lowest form and to identify humanity 
with the slime and the ooze of the 
earth”; and “institutionalized day care 
...1s turning millions of children into 
a generation of zombies.” 


Religion’s Victimhoods = 
Robertson’s Lie 

The rhetoric of the Religious 
Right seeks to paint a picture of 
American Christians as a belea- 
guered, put-upon minority. The facts 
belie this impression. More than 85 
percent of Americans identify 
themselves as Christian, as do 93 
percent of members of Congress. In 
the U.S. today, there are about 
358,000 churches or places of 
worship and 215 theological schools 
with more than 58,000 seminarians. 
There are over 500 major religious 
periodicals published in the U.S. and 
more than 1,840 full-time Christian 
radio and television stations that 
broadcast only conservative 
Protestant viewpoints. More than 
3,400 bookstores are members of the 
Christian Booksellers Association, 
and a number of supermarkets carry a 
rack of conservative Christian books. 
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Moreover, there are 120 religion- 
based lobbies in the nation’s capital. 

Nor are American churches poor. 
Among 44 large U.S. Protestant 
denominations, total contributions in 
1992 alone reached more than $16 
billion, a figure that does not include 
donations to Catholic, Episcopal, or 
Eastern Orthodox communities. The 
extent of church-owned tax-exempt 
property, stocks and bonds, and 
businesses is not easily measured, 
though a study published 20 years ago 
concluded that church assets at that 
time totaled over $150 billion. 
Church-run elementary and 
secondary schools receive at least $1,5 
billion annually in tax aid. Catholic 
hospitals account for 16 percent of 
hospital admissions, while all 
church-related hospitals receive 
about half their budgets from public 
funds. 


A Contract to Unite Church and 
State 

Looking at the big picture, then, 
Robertson’s Contract With the 
American Family clearly can be seen 
as part of a strategy to impose upon 
this country a truly radical agenda 
that would undermine the constitu- 
tional church-state separation 
arrangement that is the indispensable 
guarantor of religious liberty, has 
allowed religion to flourish freely 
here to a degree unknown elsewhere, 
and has enabled an extraordinarily 
pluralistic population to live in 
reasonable harmony. 

Pat Robertson, his Christian 
Coalition, and his subsidiaries and 
numerous allies represent a clear and 
present danger to religious liberty, 
democratic public schools, women’s 
rights, and the healthy pluralism that 
has helped make this country great. 


Edd Doerr, Religion Editor of USA Today, is the 
executive director of Americans for Religious 
liberty, Silver Springs, Maryland and president 
of the American Humanist Association. 
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f we were playing a word 
association game and I said 
“Freemen,” not many people 
would respond with “Indian.” But 
the modern patriot movement and 
the ongoing struggles of indigenous 
people are closely linked; the word 
“sovereignty” is an example of a 
shared value heard often in both 
camps. It goes deeper than that, 
though. It reaches into the funda- 
mental concept of Common Law. 

Frazzled journalists must find it 
difficult to grasp the essence of the 
patriot community’s discussion of 
Common Law, so they lapse instead 
into simple demonization of the 
Freemen, a treatment the latter may 
well deserve — but not in the media. 
Mindless sensationalist sound bites 
are cheating the people out of one of 
the more interesting cultural discus- 
sions to come along in a while. 

It’s true that most of us have no 
idea what Common Law is 
supposed to be. Our Constitution 
says it’s the law of the land — except 
when replaced by statutes. Some 
patriots say it has its foundations in 
the Bible. But even a cursory excur- 
sion into the vibrant venue of the 
Common Law court phenomenon 
currently sweeping the patriot 
community will reveal fundamental 
disagreements over details about 
how to revive the Common Law in 
our nation. There is a consensus, 
however, that it must be revived, 
which is only natural. 
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WHO ARE Hea 


Reflections on the Common Law, Patriots and Picemine People 


i By Estar Holmes 


The popular support the militia- 
patriot movement has been 
enjoying (despite media attempts to 
make it look stupid) is due to a 
common sentiment that a fictitious 
(i.e. corporate) entity is encroaching 
on people’s liberties by leaps and 
bounds. Some have already been 
choked by it; their traditional 
lifeways and beliefs have been 


At the heart of the 
Common Law are two 
universal principles, 
1) Do all you 
agree to do; 

2) Do not encroach 
on other people 


or their property. 


threatened and disrupted. They 
have been colonized, so to speak, by 
an invading power — the corpo- 
rate/political/global elite. It 
occupies with force of rules, regula- 
tions, tribunals and an army of 
officers. 

The Founding Fathers of 
America knew that the right of the 
people to live, move and have their 
being was rooted in their own 
natural law. They also knew if 
people were to lose touch with that 
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natural law, the country would be 
vulnerable to invasion from armies 
without, or an incursion by a corpo- 
rate state from within. So they 
wrote documents and set up a 
government designed to preserve 
the natural relationship of the 
people to each other. They 
relegated the federal government to 
10 square miles and a few outposts 
so that it was prohibited from inter- 
fering in that natural relationship. It 
was a wise arrangement. 

At the heart of the Common 
Law the people carried across the 
sea two universal principles, that 
when ignored, always cause 
hardship and sorrow. These are: 1) 
Do all you agree to do; 2) Do not 
encroach on other people or their 
property. It is a cruel paradox of 
history that many of the colonizers 
forgot to apply these lofty principles 
to everyone. There is another 
fundamental principle in Common 
Law, that of restitution. 

All people share the fundamental 
characteristics of identifying with 
their groups which are described by 
language, culture, tradition, beliefs, 
morals and relationship to property. 
The Common Law springs from 
spiritual morals and philosophical 
principles and it preserves the 
sphere of common interaction for 
all societies. This is as true for white 
patriots in Montana as it is for the 
brown Ye’kuana of Venezuela, who 


Continued on Page 64 
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A CYBERVIEW OF TIMOTHY LEARY’S IDEAS 


@ By Richard A. Cooper 


BOOK REVIEW 


= 


Chaos and Cyberculture 
Written by Timothy Leary 


As an archaeologist 
of the struggle for 
the development 
of human 
consciousness, 
potential 
and freedom, 
Leary necessarily 
exposes the 
development 
of language 
and tts 
subordination 
to mystification. 
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Timothy Leary strives in his 
latest book, Chaos ¢ Cyberculture, to 
put the recent emergence of the 
“cyberculture” in perspective. He 
delves into the past and future of 
this new frontier for human poten- 
tial. He uncovers the link between 
the drug and sexual experimenta- 
tion he has championed and the 
tremendous advances in realizing 
the goals in human freedom made 
possible by the personal computer. 


“Every stage of history has produced 
names and heroic legends for the 
strong, stubborn, creative individuals 
who explore some future frontier, 
collect and bring back new information, 
and offer to guide the human gene pool 
to the next stage. Typically, these time 
mavericks combine bravery, and high 
curiosity, with super self-esteem. These 
three characteristics are considered 
necessary for those engaged in the 
production of genetic guide, aka 
counterculture philosopher.” 


Leary’s recent discovery of the 
personal computer struck him 
forcefully with the scope for imagi- 
nation it has unleashed, comparable 
to the psychedelic drugs with which 
he will forever be identified. He has 
explored the ancestry of both the 
past he detests and the future he 
cherishes. He observes the evolu- 
tion of societies and states with their 
methods of social control changing, 
while at the same time there has 
been resistance to the collectivizing 
and hierarchical tendencies. Now, 
he believes that technological 
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changes in the form of the 
computer and the new media give 
greater strength than ever before to 
the countercultural, individualist, 
and anti-authoritarian strains in 
civilization. As one would expect, he 
finds this a very welcome 
development. 

As Leary sees it, we have seen 
repeated episodes of individualist, 
adventurous, and progressive 
ferment in culture, politics, and 
science... ‘These. have . been 
sandwiched, suppressed, and 
countered by the hierarchical, 
authoritarian and collectivizing 
tendencies. He cites the ancient 
Greeks, the Renaissance, and the 
20th century. The 20th century up 
to now was a preparatory stage for 
the “cybernetic revolution” in the 
technological gospel of Timothy: 


“With this historical perspective 
we can see that the 20th Century 
(1900-1994) produced an avalanche 
of artistic, literary, musical, and 
entertainment movements, all of 
which shared the same goal: to strip 
off the robes and uniforms; to dissolve 
our blind faith in static structure; to 
loosen up the rigidities of the 
industrial culture; to prepare us to 
deal with paradox, with altered states 
of perception, with multidimensional 
definitions of nature; to make 
quantum reality comfortable, 
manageable, livable; to get you to feel 
at home with bouncing electrons 
around your computer screen. Radio. 
Telegraph. Television. Computers.” 


Continued on Page 65 
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BONNIE LANGE 


A TRUE SEEKER 


“Tt 1s our job 
to empower 
ourselves 
to become 
self-sufficient, 
self-reliant 
and 
responsible” 


nergized and enthusiastic, 
Truth Seeker publisher 
Bonnie Lange greets the 
day with an open mind and 
boundless energy. Ever aware of 
the incredible historical prece- 
dent set by previous publishers, 
she seeks to regain Truth Seeker's 
banner from the late 1800s as a 
leading-edge influence, by dis- 
seminating new ideas that free the 
mind from the shackles of 
coercion. 

Bonnie became President of 
Truth Seeker Company in 1988, 
following the death of James 
Hervey Johnson. 

“I have tried to bring to the 
journal my philosophy of the 
right of the individual over the 
collective social structure,” 
Bonnie stated in a recent inter- 
view. “My thrust has been to help 
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@ By Eric T. Richter 


people realize their own strengths 
and to promote their supreme 
place in society. Truth Seeker’s 
mission since I became publisher 
has been to teach the concept that 
the individual has all the rights, 
and the social structure has only 
the right to protect the life and 
property of each and every indi- 
vidual within the structure. 
“Since 1776, the battle in the 
United States has been between 
the individual as a sovereign, soul- 
searching entity and the elite 
group who rule the people as a 
collectivistic unit. They call us the 
masses. Since the 1930s, our posi- 
tion as individuals acting in our 
own best interests in society has 
been overwhelmed by our own 
political structure, which has told 
us that we as individuals cannot 
take care of ourselves. This elite 
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group has set themselves up as 
our caretakers.” 

Bonnie says her philosophy has 
grown out of the many years she 
spent as a student and business 
associate of Andrew J. and 
Suzanne J. Galambos and the 
Free Enterprise Institute. 

“From Galambos I learned the 
importance of ideas and promot- 
ing them in the marketplace, and 
the concept that you have the 
right to do whatever you want as 
long as you are not interfering 
with the rights of another individ- 
ual. The Free Enterprise Institute 
promotes Galambos’ ideas, which 
have to do with building a social 
structure where coercion is not 
the framework. This would be a 
social structure built on contract 
instead of force or fraud.” 

From Galambos, Bonnie sees a 
natural connection to the beliefs 
and ideas of Truth Seeker’s found- 
ing publisher, D.M. Bennett, and 
the writings of Thomas Paine and 
Robert G. Ingersoll. “The great 
orator of the late 19th century, 
Robert Ingersoll, espoused liberty 
for each man, woman and child. 
But we don’t have liberty of man, 
woman or child today. We’re still 
discussing the subject 100 years 
later. If anything, things have got- 
ten worse.” 

Since a fire destroyed the 
‘Truth Seeker Company’s library 
and archives in 1981, a lot of the 
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history of the Truth Seeker was lost. 
Luckily, copies of the early editions 
were preserved at the Library of 
Congress, and other publications to 
add to a freethought library have 
been obtained from various sources. 
Several books published by the 
Truth Seeker Company have been 
located, and some have been 
republished. 

Research through the Internet 


revealed that an earlier publication, 


‘included in this issue. 


The Boston Investigator, which began 
publishing in 1831, was merged with 
The Truth Seeker in 1904. Rod 
Bradford wrote an article about it, 
“Rod _ is 
researching and writing a biography 
to commemorate the work of D.M. 
Bennett. We will be publishing it in 


1998, the 125th anniversary of the 
Truth Seeker,” Bonnie explained. 


The year 1996 has brought a 
major change to the Truth Seeker 
Company. Lawrence Y. True, the 
trustee for the James Hervey 
Johnson Charitable Educational 
Trust, died on May 14. (Truth 
Seeker Company is partially funded 
by a separate trust that was set up 
after the death of Mr. Johnson.) Mr. 
True was succeeded by Kevin 
Munnelly and Bonnie as co-trustees; 
they are both dedicated to increasing 
the assets of the charitable trust 
through good investments as well as 
seeking additional endowments. 


Bonnie stated, “My relationship 
with James Hervey Johnson started 
when I visited his book store in 1970. 
Over the years we became close 
friends as we shared a similar ideolo- 
gy. Both of us were great admirers of 
Thomas Paine and Robert Green 
Ingersoll. Each year I would put on 
two events commemorating their 
birthdays for the Freethinkers 
Society of San Diego, an organiza- 
tion Mr. Johnson founded in 1961. I 
served as the corporate secretary for 
the Freethinkers Society and the 
Truth Seeker Co., Inc. until Mr. 
Johnson’s death in 1988. 

“[m happy to say that the 
Freethinkers Society is now in the 
capable hands of Sam Warren and 
Alan Mandelberg, who were instru- 
mental in establishing the Thomas 
Paine Coffeehouse as an outreach 
program in San Diego to educate 
our community about the 
Freethought philosophy. In this 
issue are photos of the Grand 
Opening of the Thomas Paine 
Coffeehouse on September 21st 
with Steve Allen as an honored 
guest. Nothing would please Mr. 
Johnson more than to see and attend 
this meeting place.” 

As co-trustee, Bonnie wants to 
make sure that the freethought com- 
munity gets funded for major pro- 
jects that affect mainstream thinking 
around the world. The JH] 


New DIMENSIONS 


Charitable Educational Trust is now 
accepting applications from qualified 
501 (c) (3) organizations. Projects 
will be funded which are in align- 
ment with Mr. Johnson’s wishes, as 
stated in his will: “To expose religion 
as against reason and to publicize my 
views on religion and health.” 

Meanwhile, the person at the 
helm presses on, with a ready smile 
and wit and the wink of an eye that 
belies her serious purpose: “As the 
person at the head of the Truth 
Seeker Company it is my strong 
conviction that all good starts from 
the individual point of view. And it 
is our job to empower ourselves to 
become self-sufficient, self-reliant 
and responsible. Education is of the 
utmost importance. An educational 
system is necessary that can teach 
these concepts and what’s more, we 
need a social structure which recog- 
nizes and honors them. A big task, 
but I know we can do it as a species. 
Look at what we’ve achieved so far 
under the worst of conditions. 

“A wonderful quote that I 
learned from Galambos says it well: 
‘Improve yourself and teach by 
example.’ ” IE 


Eric T. Richter, a writer and editor, is owner of 
California Promotions, a public relations firm 
specializing in the field of complementary 
medicine. 


By Bonnie Lange 


New-world.org is where the Truth Seeker Company is headed into the 21st century. 


The Internet is where the market- 
place of tomorrow will build commu- 
nity. Not the New World Order 
because that’s about politics and 
politics is dead. The best advice I can 
give to politicians is prepare yourself to 
be useful in a non-coercive enterprise. 

We're on the way to lead with our 
freethought philosophy. And we have 
assembled the best team for the times. 
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Our growth has been spectacular and a 
few good people have made it possible. 
This year, 1996, we have been building 
our infrastructure. The journal is now 
expanded to 80 pages and is issued 
twice a year under the multi-talented 
direction of Marti Kranzberg. 

Bill Holmes, one of the leaders in 
computer technology, has brought us 
from our infancy on AOL onto the 
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World Wide Web with multiple 
locations and our own server. Mary 
Szterpakiewicz, his capable assistant, is 
developing into a mighty force on the 
Web as Director of Marketing. 
Product is developing and growing so 
fast that I look forward, like a child at 
Christmas, to each day and what new 
wonderful things my team will 


think up. 


Focus 29 


Eddie Hamilton and David 
Griffith are the Directors of M.Ed. 
Marketing. Together they have 
developed a distribution system that 
covers the Americas and Europe. 

Ron Garner is Director of our 
Video Production Division. You 
couldn’t ask for a better person to 
work with and his contacts are 
tremendous. 

Paul Willie is director of Book 
Tree and provides us with many 
talents including book production 
and warehousing, along with the 
funniest man in the world, Leonard 
Pine. Every company should have a 
Leonard. 

Jean Holmes is director of the 
Truth Seeker Radio Network. She 
keeps our talk show hosts, Jordan 
Maxwell and Robert Stanley 
organized. No company is as lucky as 
we are to have the multiple talents of 
Jean, in more ways than I can tell 
you. 

Another major player on the 
Truth Seeker team is Tim Leedom. 
Imagination is what he’s all about. 


You are going to see it in full 
Technicolor... Watch for his movie 
The Main Man. Of course you can 
all learn something by reading his 
book, The Book Your Church 
Doesn’t Want You To Read. 

Every publishing company needs 
another of our talented members and 
that is Bill Lindley. He is a genius 
with the English language. And then 
there is Nancy Melton whose ability 
with the computer and her patience 
with all of our high-energy 
colleagues puts her in a class by 
herself. When tension gets high and 
tempers get short, Nancy is there to 
calm the situation. 

With the exceptional talent of 
Roderick Bradford, researcher and 
video producer, another of our team 
members, you will all be able to enjoy 
the 125th anniversary of the Truth 
Seeker with the biography of our 
founder D.M. Bennett (which will be 
available in 1998). 

So we’re poised to enter the new 
century with divisions of the Truth 
Seeker Co. to produce products that 
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will enlighten-and expand our 
species’ horizons. This has all been 
made possible by a few unique people 
organizing together. That synergy 
makes us a winning team. When I 
look back over the eight years we’ve 
invested it gives me a joyful feeling to. 
know that this is what Mr. Johnson 
would have wanted me to do with his 
money. Without it we could never 
have grown to the potential we are 
experiencing today. I am forever 
grateful to him for the opportunity 
and the resources. One final recogni- 
tion — no corporation can operate in 
today’s world without legal counsel - 
Truth Seeker Co. has two outstand- 
ing attorneys, Roy R. Withers and 
Daniel Goulding. It is their duty to 
protect us from our own folly and the 
attacks from outsiders. 

Live lectures, radio talk shows, 
videos, books, Truth Seeker journal, 
audio tapes and don’t forget 
http://truthseeker. comp 
http://freethought.com and 
http://new-world.org. That’s us — we 
are ready for the new millennium. 


The Age of Reason by Thomas Paine. Reveals the contradictions of the 
Bible and attacks religious superstition. 192 pp hardcover ............. $7.99 


Asimov's Guide to the Bible, 2 Volumes in One by Isaac Asimov. 
Classic comprehensive critique. 1344 pp hardcover ...........+:00++ $16.95 


The Dark Side of Christian History by Helen Ellerbe. Reveals how 
the Church has brutalized and oppressed millions. 238 pp 
PMMA Kener ter en ea eters Oct ee vasanetansh tvcdhwtt atiehe eas sso eT IER $12.95 


The Dissenters edited by John G. Hunt. Inspiring words of courageous 
Americans who have gone against the tide. 320 pp hardcover ......$9.99 


Final Exit the Practicalities of Self Deliverance & Assisted Suicide for the 
Dying by Derek Humphry. 192 pp hardcover was $16.95, Now, while 
theylacthipt tate teeth od Ua Nom shensiel. gn aieliel $4.99 


The Golden Bough The Roots of Religion and Folklore by Sir James 
Frazer. Extraordinary exploration of myth and primitive customs. 944 
Pp tiaigeavers 8a Ss Boke $12.99 


Isaac Asimov’s Book of Facts by Isaac Asimov. 3000 interesting, 
entertaining, fascinating, unbelievable, unusual and fantastic facts! 512 
DP DafeGoN eh tn. center: ah. tim cians: esate ceo es $10.99 


Ken’s Guide to the Bible by Ken Smith. The world’s Most Complete 
Compendium of the Bible’s Most Embarrassing Passages. 144 pp 
PAPOHOAGK sess bas cscennensttasoHenras OP ania oc HE Tne $7.95 


The Lost Books of the Bible New Testament apocrypha, early Church 
writings declared “non-canonical”; read some and see why! 293 pp 
Hard COWEN S.selcisadbielaes.csnssasaep ee eee Oe eee ee $8.99 


The Scars of Evolution What Our Bodies Tell Us About Human Origins, 
by Elaine Morgan.196 pp paperback ........c.scesssesssessesesseeseeseeneesees $12.95 


The Seven Mighty Blows to Traditional Beliefs by A.J. Mattill, Jr. 2nd 
edition, revised and greatly enlarged. A devastating refutation! 272 pp 
paperbacks..acaciiawncicalee ieee Breen ieee $12.70 


What the Bible Really Says by Manfred Barthel. Provocative 
illuminations on obscure passages in the Bible. 416 pp hardcover $8.99 


Who Was Jesus? A Critique of the New Testament Record by G. A. 
Wells. Believes Jesus to be entirely legendary. 241 pp paperback..$15.95 


Who's Who in Mythology by Alexander S. Murray. Reissue of the 
classic 1874 edition. Indispensable reference. 45 b &w plates, 432 pp 
NALACOVER 1 chesoracenaatsais eenayess Sane as on delish a he $9.99 


H.H. Waldo, Bookseller © 1-800-66-WALDO 
P.O. Box 350 ® Rockton, IL 61072 
Please add $2.30 postage/handling for the first book, 60¢ for each additional. 


30 Focus 


Send two first class postage stamps for H.H. Waldo’s complete catalog. 


TRUTH SEEKER 


© Volume 123 ¢ Number 2 


Freethought Forum 


IN MEMORY OF 
Dr. GORDON STEIN 


Fis absence will be felt in the freethought community 


We're dedicating 


this issue’s Freethought Forum to 
the memory of Dr. Gordon Stein. 
His work in defending freethought, 
unbelief, and rationality is 
monumental. Though his health 
was precarious in recent months, his 
death was unexpected, and a large 
amount of work, with no doubt a 
huge backlog, has come to an 
abrupt halt. 

Not long ago he accepted a cut 
in pay to change jobs and become 
Director of the Center for Inquiry 
Libraries at Amherst, N.Y., an 
activity of the Council for Secular 
Humanism. Prior to this, he was 
Professor of Philosophy at a small 
college in Cranston, Rhode Island. 
He will no doubt be missed sorely in 
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Amherst. We will miss him at Truth 
Seeker, mainly for his passionate 
criticism. He took us, our history, 
and freethought very seriously. 

His absence will be most sorely 
felt at The American Rationalist, of 
which he was the editor. In that 
publication, he usually wrote an 
article or two, several book reviews, 
and many smaller items. His wide- 
ranging scholarship and deep 
knowledge of the history of 
freethought were evident in his 
writings there. 

His magnum opus was his two- 
volume The Encyclopedia of Unbelief, 
published in 1985 by Prometheus 
Books. Several of us on the Truth 
Seeker staff have used it extensively 
in researching various articles and 
projects. 
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We were happy to host him on 
two occasions when he came to San 
Diego to lecture. At the second 
event, he lectured on freethinkers in 
history, mainly in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. His collection of 
photographs, shown at that 
lecture, was astounding. It was a 
great pleasure to attend the lecture 
and to talk with him briefly after- 
wards. He showed an interest in 
the future of freethought, as well as 
its past. 

Gordon Stein died too soon. 
There’s too much work to do. Who 
can take up the slack? Can you? If 
you just crack the books and get 
some of the good stuff into your 
own brain, it will help. 

Freethinkers now have another 


pair of shoulders on which to stand. 
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“If I have seen further than others, 1t ts because 
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ye 


eens ie 


I have stood on the shoulders of giants.” 


Sir Isaac Newton 


THE SHOULDERS 
ON WHICH WE STAND 


The following three excerpts represent the shoulders on which Freethinkers stand. 


Lysander Spooner 


Lysander Spooner, born in 1808 
and died in 1887, was called a 
“libertarian pietist,” meaning 
strong belief in individual rights and 
to harm no one. His topics of 
concern: how men live together in 
peace, what is just, what is unjust, 
what is honest, what is dishonest, to 
whom things belong, what are their 
boundaries, and how property is 
rightfully acquired. 

In this excerpt, from Vices Are Not 
Crimes, Spooner examines how 
these terms were defined in a moral 
society. Each person must be free to 
choose his own vices for without 
that there is no liberty and no 
pursuit of happiness. 


Continued on Page 33 
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- Frederic Bastiat 


Frederic Bastiat (1801-1850) 
was a French economist, states- 
man, and author. He did most of 
his writing during the years just 
before — and immediately fol- 
lowing — the Revolution of 
February 1848. This was the 
period when France was rapidly 
turning to complete socialism. As 
a Deputy to the Legislative 
Assembly, Mr. Bastiat was study- 
ing and explaining each socialist 
fallacy as it appeared. And he 
explained how socialism must 
inevitably degenerate into com- 


Continued on Page 34 
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~ Ludwig Von Mises 


Ludwig Von Mises (1881-1973) 
had a great influence on contempo- 
rary economic thought. He was a 
leading capitalist and a prodigious 
author. The following excerpt is a 
teaser. It gives give you a taste of his 


Here he tells us: ideas move 
history, not the other way around; it 
is not true that “socialism is the good 
guy, communism the bad guy” — 
they’re the same; thinkers and 
writers, not the masses, produce the 
ideas that move history. 

This excerpt from Planned Chaos 
will help to explain the errors of those 
who believe a system based on 
individual freedom can be “mixed” 
with socialism. 


Continued on Page 35 
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WHOSE BANK 
IS It? 


re the American people 
seeking change in govern- 
ment to ensure that their 
freedom and rights are not 
infringed upon by unjust laws and 
hidden agendas? It has been said, 
old ideas are easier to hold on to and 
harder to give up than new ones. 
Perhaps citizens feel that the time 
has come to explore the old. Why 
are people demanding from their 
elected officials full disclosure and 
public accountability? Are we a 
nation buried in debt with an uncer- 
tain future for our children? Is 
money the root of all evil? Who 
controls the money in the United 
_ States of America? 
_ Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin 
Franklin and James Madison 
adamantly opposed the plans of the 
_ New York banking agent, Alexander 
Hamilton, to establish a private 
central bank for the U.S. like the 
Bank of England. After Franklin’s 
death in 1790, Hamilton succeeded 
in bribing enough Congressmen to 
have Congress grant a charter for a 
period of twenty years to the 
bankers in 1791 for “The First Bank 
of the United States”. Having lost 
his battle against the bankers, 
Jefferson said: 
“| believe that banking institutions 
are more dangerous to our liberties 
than standing armies. Already they 
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have raised up a money aristocracy 
that has set the government at 
defiance. The issuing power of money 
should be taken from the banks, and 
restored to Congress and to the people, 
to whom it belongs.” 

When the charter expired in 
1811, a more honest Congress 
refused to renew it. What followed 
was the War of 1812, in an effort to 
re-establish the rule of the Bank of 
England over us. 

Many Americans still believe that 
our government creates our money 
in accordance with Article 1, Section 
8 of the Constitution which states: 
“The Congress shall have Power to 
coin money, regulate the Value 
thereof, and of foreign Coin...” 

This power of government was 
surrendered by Congress in 1913 to 
a private corporation called “The 
Federal Reserve.” It is controlled by 
international bankers. The Federal 
Reserve was established by the 
Owen-Glass Bill when it was passed 
by the senate (45 1025) on 
December 22, 1913, and by the 
House of Representatives (209 to 
60) on December 23, 1913. It was 
immediately signed into law by 
President Woodrow Wilson. It has 
since been called the Federal 
Reserve Act and the private central 
bank which it established is called, 
simply, “The Fed.” 
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The Fed remains 


today one of the truly 
independent sources 


of power in the 


government. It 1s 


linked through 
history to wars, 
depressions and 


recessions. The Fed 
controls our money 
but answers to no 


one. The Federal 


Reserve Bank ts not 


held accountable 
or audited. 


Continued on Page 63 
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BROWNE'S IDEAS ON GOVERNMENT 


BOOK REVIEW 


—. 


Why Government 
Doesn’t Work 


Written by Harry Browne 


What does Browne 
propose to do as 
President? It’s a long 
list: pardon all those 
convicted of victimless 
federal crimes; stop 
and punish all 
violations of the Bill 
of Rights by federal 
officers; remove 
U. S. troops from 
foreign countries; 
veto all budget bills 
that exceed his 
budget proposals... 


@ By William B. Lindley 


This book could well be preach- 
ing to the choir. Truth Seeker has 
long been sympathetic to maximiz- 
ing liberty and minimizing govern- 
ment. However, a former editor 
with strong libertarian sentiments 
once told me, “We don’t want Truth 
Seeker to become a Libertarian 
Party rag.” We are independent. 
We discuss politics — among other 
things. 

The book is a campaign 
document; the author is the 1996 
Libertarian Party candidate for 
president of the United States. Most 
major candidates for president get a 
book out in plenty of time for the 
election season, and this book is no 
exception. However, I believe it is 
exceptional in that it has a good 
chance of outliving the election, as 
few such books do. 

Does Browne show that govern- 
ment doesn’t work, and does he 
then go on to show why it doesn’t 
work? Let’s see. Very early in the 
book, he identifies the key differ- 
ence between government and 
other human activity: coercion. As the 
mugger knows, coercion works just 
fine — in the short term and in a 
specific situation. But people tend to 
resist coercion and find ways to get 


around it. When it is government’ 


doing the coercing, Browne points 
out that it is usually taking from 
some to give to others. The “some” 
will decrease as much as possible, 
while the others will increase 
without limit. The situation is 
inherently unstable. But it continues 
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to grow. Why? Because, as Browne 
notes, each failure is used as an 
excuse for more government, 
people have a vested interest in 
getting a piece of the pie, and 
bureaucrats crave power. If people 
are sheep, this will work for quite a 
while. 

Are people sheep? This nation 
wasn’t founded by sheep. West 
Texas wasn’t settled by sheep. 
Humanists, denouncing Psalm 23, 
insist that people are not sheep. 
Former Truth Seeker publisher 
James Hervey Johnson said again 
and again that people are sheep. 
The answer today seems to be that 
most are, some are not. But 
elections are won by majorities, 
even though the majority of people 
don’t vote! So we have a govern- 
ment of the sheep and for the sheep 
but by the wolves a.k.a. “shepherds,” 
and the sheep continue to be shorn. 

And it.works. Three years ago I 
reviewed a book titled “Bankruptcy 
1995.” It didn’t happen. There are 
any number of “gloom and doom” 
books that prophesy the collapse of 
overextended government within a 
few years. Such books quickly 
become obsolete or, like Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, change the date. The 
ballooning tyranny somehow 
muddles through. The end result is 
a police state and megadeath, as 
Browne notes. He also points out 
that the ugliness of Hitler Germany 
and Khmer Rouge Cambodia is 
getting closer, as BATF, IRS and 
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recently asked a friend who 
is active in the Libertarian 
Party what Republicans 
- could learn from libertarians. He 
_ gave a one-word reply: “Principles!” 
| Now this is a tough answer for 
_ anybody who is active in partisan 
_ politics, as I learned long ago. It may 
| be one reason why the Libertarian 
| Party is so small despite the attrac- 
' tiveness of much of its platform. 
- Politics is the art of commanding a 
| majority and, sad to say, principles 
- do not today command a majority of 
- the American electorate. Whatever 
| principles you may name, you can 
| 


find a majority opposed to the 
_ practical consequences of any of 
_ them. That’s why “politics is the art 
_ of the possible,” why “let’s do a deal” 
_ isa favorite buzz-phrase. 
It is still worthwhile for 
_ Republicans to keep principles in 
mind, to get educated on their own 
announced principles, and to 
examine all policy proposals for 
consistency with such principles. 
These may be the times when 
unpopular positions may win the 
day, simply because the principled 
approach to the issues acts as an 
antidote to the widespread and 
poisonous cynicism that the public 
has for those who hold public office 
and those who aspire to it. 
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LIBERTARIAN 


LESSONS 
FOR REPUBLICANS 


Returning to Principles, not Politics 
@ By William B. Lindley 


Examples: Republican principles 
include: (1) limited government, no 
larger than absolutely necessary; (2) 
individual liberty to “be the best you 
can be,” as one Republican 
spokesman puts it; (3) free trade; and 
(4) in foreign policy, America as 
example, not world policeman. 

Now to the applications. 
America served as world policeman 
in the Gulf War. A brilliant success 
(for once), but a violation of the 
fourth principle above, following in 
the footsteps of a Democrat, 
Woodrow Wilson. There are new 
technological tricks that make big 
government easier, such as the smart 
ID card and the Clipper Chip. Are 
Republicans opposing these on 
principle? Some are, but not enough 
of them. Subsidies to agriculture, 
destroying the family farm they 
were supposed to preserve. Are 
these being ended under the 
Gingrich revolution? No, too many 
Republicans are abandoning princi- 
ple and caving in to special interests 
(their campaign donors back home). 
How about the War on Drugs? 
Principle says to end it, but too 
many Republicans favor filling our 
prisons, wasting tax dollars, and 
making our government bigger 
instead. And the agenda of the 
Religious Right is prevailing in the 
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party, even though, in a general 
election, they don’t have the votes, 
and their theocratic principles 
certainly are not the Republican 
principles given above. 

Another, more radical, area is 
structure. How did government 
evolve from what the Founding 
Fathers gave us to what we have 
now? History, not well known, will 
tell us. The 14th Amendment; the 
16th (Income Tax) Amendment, the 
enactment of the Federal Reserve 
system; court rulings on the scope of 
the treaty-making power of 
Congress; Franklin Roosevelt’s 
measures in 1933; wars in general; 
these and many more have led to a 
steady and enormous expansion of 
the power and intrusiveness of the 
Federal government, a situation 
lamented publicly by most 
Republicans but contested by hardly 
any. The key here, as Republicans 
tend to forget, is not government 
spending as such, but curtailment of 
liberty. We now live under what can 
be rightly called democratic fascism, 
with libertarians objecting strenu- 
ously and Republicans saying the 
words but not understanding the 
problem and going along with most 
of the practical consequences. 
Libertarians have many lessons for 


Republicans here. 
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here is no way to make demos 
kratos, the rule of the people, 
or as we say, democracy, work 
perfectly. As the number of voters 
increases, the certainty of a minority 
in opposition grows. Since the 
majority in a pure democracy could 
use its greater numbers to do real 
harm to any minority, enlightened 
democracies make, or recognize, 
permanent rules or principles, 
written out or at least understood to 
be the limits on the majority. 
Constitutions and bills of rights thus 
set republics apart from pure 
democracies, which remain always 
subject to the tyranny of the 
majority. 

There are many ways to count 
votes, from our general election rule 
of a simple majority (50%+1), 
through plural voting (pick any 
three from the five offered), to the 
division of the states by simple 
majority votes to elect Electors, 
based on their respective state’s 
representation in Congress, who 
each cast a single vote for President 
and Vice-President. ‘These are also 
various methods of eliminating 
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VOTE 


@ By James Kraft-Lorenz 


weaker candidates through 
primaries and other sifting proce- 
dures. The rules for debate and 
passage of motions or bills can be 
quite complex as motions can be 
amended, before, during or after 
passage. This Procrustean amend- 
ment process cannot be applied to 
living candidates without grave 
consequences, though in certain 
cases it may be amusing to contem- 
plate. 

Wasting a vote is voting for a 
candidate, or a motion, that one 
knows to be detrimental to the body 
politic. This is immoral. This is 
voting to legalize arson or confisca- 
tion, as examples. Therefore I 
consider that voting with as much 
knowledge as possible, with the 
long-term good of the body politic 
in mind, to “at least do no harm”, is 
a moral act. Voting for public 
officers in a republic is not the same 
as selecting tunes for the hit parade 
or voting for baseball all-stars to 
play in the annual game. Popular 
tunes and popular players are fun 
but have no force. Perhaps voting 
for the popular candidate just to be 
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Focus 


WASTING 


Voting just to vote 1s detrimental 


on the “winning side” has brought 
us to where we are today: unconsti- 
tutional paper money, a rising debt, 
30% inflation per decade, unconsti- 
tutional extensions of our military 
power around the world and worse, 
much on credit. 

It has been said that “insanity” is 
doing the same thing and expecting 
different results. Many people 
confuse the good feelings of being 
an enthusiastic team supporter 
with the dire consequences of 
unthinking political loyalty. Vote 
for what you know is best, from the 
most informed position you can 
obtain. Express yourself as a 
positive force for the good. Voting 
for the lesser of the evils presented 
may do more harm than good. If 
you are unsure what your vote will 
do, it may be a higher good to 
abstain. Voting, just to vote, as the 
government constantly urges, only 
gives it a blind mandate for 
mindless growth. 


James Kraft-Lorenz is a freelance writer and 
lecturer, and is an expert on the Constitution 
and Constitutional Law, 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS 


RIGHT <*. 


ixty years ago there 
occurred a monumental 
revolution in history that 


shook the very foundations of 


: 
: 


j 


_ American society. 

For 150 years, the American 
people subscribed to a fundamental 
moral principle with respect to the 
role of government in their lives: 
Government shall never be used to 
take money from some people in 
order to give it to others. There 
were exceptions that crept into the 


system from time to time. But for 


| 


most of the period from 1787 to the 


1900s, there was no income 


) 
: 
| 


taxation, welfare, Social Security, 
public housing, food stamps, subsi- 
dies, and so forth. 


That way of life came to an end. 


In the 1930s, President Franklin D. 


Roosevelt decreed that the primary 
mission of government in America 
would be to take money from those 
who had earned and saved it and 
give it to those who the government 
said deserved it more. 

The result has been sixty years of 
what has become known as the 
welfare state. 

From the 1930s through the 
1950s, conservatives battled this 
new way of life in America. They 
pointed out that what the welfare 
state had done was simply to legit- 
imize stealing. It was morally 
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wrong, cc’: >*vatives argued, to take 
somethin: at did not belong to 
youand gi ~ttosomeone else. And 
they poin <d out that the basic 
immoralit. + stealing could not be 
converted »!9 a moral act simply by 


making the act part of the political 
process. If 99 percent of the people 
voted to take money from A to give 
it to B, the act was as immoral as B 
simply stealing the money from A. 

‘Thus, conservatives attacked the 
welfare state at its root. The welfare 
state had to be ended, they said, not 
reduced or reformed. 

However, conservatives began to 
recognize that the American people 
liked this new order of things. 
Gradually, conservatives began 
throwing i» the towel. Thus, today, 
there is no difference in principle 
between conservatives and those on 
the left side of the political 
spectrum. They both believe that 
government should take from some 
to give to others. 

Why did conservatives abandon 
their commitment to principle — to 
the ideas of liberty, property, and 
limited government? Because it was 
too painful for conservatives not to 
be accepted — not to be to be 
popular — not to be part of the “in- 
crowd.” They traded their princi- 
ples for th» sake of popularity and 
acceptance 
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ls there a moral obligation 
to end welfare? 


One of the most intriguing 
American political movements in 
recent times is that of the Religious 
Right. Composed primarily of 
Christians, the Religious Right talks 
about how government is the source 
of many of the problems that 
Americans face — illiteracy, family 
breakups, poverty, and so forth. The 
Religious Right calls for such things 
as lower taxes, welfare reform, and 
school choice. 

In other words, those in the 
Religious Right are talking a lot like 
conservatives. But one gets the 
feeling that those in the Religious 
Right have not yet made the 
conscious decision that the conserv- 
atives made — that is, the decision 
to abandon their principles for the 
sake of expediency. One gets the 
impression, instead, that those in 
the Religious Right are looking 
through a glass darkly when it 
comes to the role of government in 
their lives. For this reason, the 
Religious Right has the potential to 
be an energizing force for liberty in 
America. 

When man passes laws that 
violate God’s laws, the Christian 
must decide: “Will I pursue the laws 
of my God? Or will I pursue the 
laws of man?” The choice is very 
simple — very black-and-white — 
very plain. By supporting man’s 
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laws, the Christian abandons his God. 
By supporting God’s laws, the 
Christian leaves behind the laws of 
man. 

Throughout history, Christians 
have been faced with this fundamen- 
tal choice. There have been those 
who have been unable to “take the 
heat” — to suffer the enmity and 
animosity of their fellow men. Thus, 
they have chosen to trade their souls 
for the acceptance and popularity of 
their fellow human beings. Other 
Christians have stood fast — and 
faced the persecution that came with 
that decision. 

Protestants exclaim: “But once I 
have accepted Jesus Christ as Savior, I 
am saved, no matter what happens 
after that.” But is it possible for a 
person who has accepted Jesus Christ 
as Savior to affirmatively support and 
promote violations of God’s 
commandments? If not, then perhaps 
a person who does so is fooling 
himself into thinking that he has 
accepted Christ as Savior. 

Catholics exclaim: “But once I 
have confessed the sin, it is forgiven, 
and I am saved.” But what if the sin 
continues to be committed and 
promoted? Is it possible that the 
penitent is not truly repentant for his 
sin? 

God’s commandment is very clear: 
“Thou shalt not steal.” It does not say, 
“Thou shalt not steal unless the state 
is doing it.” It does not say, “Thou 
shalt not steal unless a person is 
dependent upon it.” It does not say, 
“Thou shalt not steal unless one is in 
the process of reducing the stealing.” 
The commandment says, “Thou shalt 
not steal.” Period. 

But let us accept, for the sake of 
argument, that taxation is necessary 
and desirable to support the limited 
functions of government. Does this 
entitle people to use this coercive 
power to plunder their neighbor to 
feather the nest of someone else? 

If a Christian, or anyone else, 
holds a gun to someone’s head and 
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demands his money in order to give it 
to someone else, the thief has violated 
God’s commandment against 
stealing. If ten Christians commit the 
act, it is still stealing. And if thousands 


The Religious 
Right could very 
well be a powerful 
force in the 
movement for 


freedom. 


of Christians get “their people” on the 
city council, and they vote to autho- 
rize the sheriff to go take the person’s 
money to fund someone else, it is still 
stealing. Christians may fool 
themselves into believing that they 
have committed a righteous act by 
stealing through the political process, 
but it is only they who are fooled, not 
their Creator. 

Take, for example, progressive 
income taxation, one of the ten planks 
of the Communist Manifesto. Either 
a person has the right to keep the 
fruits of his earnings, or he does not. 
It is that simple. When the incremen- 
talists call for reductions in income 
taxes, they are implicitly accepting the 
premise that the state should control a 
person’s income. 

When the state is engaged in evil 
and immoral conduct, there is only 
one approach that Christians may 
take: to end it. Should the position of 
a Christian in Nazi Germany have 
been: “I stand for the reduction in the 
number of Jews killed each year”? 
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Should a Christian’s position in the 
U.S. today be: “T stand for a lowering 
of the amount of stealing that our 
government is engaged in”? 

Consider another example — 
public schooling, which is another 
plank in the Communist Manifesto. 

What is the approach of the 
Religious Right to public schooling? 
Their approach is the same as that of 
conservatives: “We have to take 
control over the public schools and 
restore prayer and values to our 
children’s education.” 

The public school system is 
founded on stealing, pure and simple 
— the state uses its taxing power to 
take from some to feather the nest of 
others. Moreover, by forcibly 
removing children from the family in 
order to indoctrinate them with the 
teachings of the state, the state 
assumes that it — not God or the 
parents — is sovereign over the 
children. And by placing prayer in 
public schools, the word of God is 
subordinated to the power of Caesar. 

By calling for reform of the public 
school system, Christians implicitly 
approve of the evil and immoral 
premises on which public schooling is 
founded. There can be only one 
Christian approach to public school- 
ing: to end it, rather than reform or 
control it. 

Another dangerous area for 
Christians is with respect to sin that 
does not involve the use of force or 
fraud against others. No one disputes 
that the state has a legitimate role in 
punishing sin that involves murder, 
theft, rape, and so on. No one has the 
right to destroy or interfere with 
another person’s life, liberty, or 
property. 

But it is a different matter with 
respect to non-violent sin or vice. The 
greatest gift that God bestowed upon 
man is that of free will. The gift is so 
unconditional that we have the ability 
to even reject Him. Unfortunately, 
conservatives take the position that 
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PAT ROBERTSON’S POLITICAL AGENDA 
A MARRIAGE OF RELIGION AND Politics 


The 
Contract 
With the 

American 
Family 
would 
undermine 
the 
constitutional 
church-state 
separation 
arrangement 
that is the 
indispensable 
guarantor of 
religious 


liberty. . . 


= 


‘TELEVANGELIST Pat Robertson's 
failure to come even close to 
winning the Republican Party’s 
presidential nomination in 1988 
taught him an important lesson: If 
you can’t start at the top, as Gen. 
Dwight Eisenhower did in 1952, 
then start at the bottom and work 
your way up. 

In 1989, then, building on his 
already impressive broadcasting and 
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university empire, Robertson 
created his Christian Coalition. By 
mid-1995, the organization boasted 
a nationwide membership of 
1,700,000 and 1700 local chapters. 
The Coalition describes itself as “a 
non-profit citizen action organiza- 
tion under IRS code 501 (c)(4)” and 
solicits “corporate business contri- 
butions.” 

“The Christian Coalition is 
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clearly functioning as if it were a 
political party,” notes John M. 
Swomley, professor emeritus of 
Christian ethics, St. Paul School of 
Theology, and chairman of the 
American Civil Liberty Union’s 
Church-State Committee. “It not 
only supports and aids candidates, 
but its goal is to take control of the 
Republican Party.” The Coalition 
pioneered “stealth” campaigns in 
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primaries and elections beginning in 
1990, influenced a great many local 
elections, and claimed credit for 
helping reelect Senators Alphonse 
D’Amato (R.-NY) and Jesse Helms 
(R.-NC). 

Christian Coalition’s 
showpiece is its “Contract With the 
American Family: A Bold Plan to 
Strengthen the Family and Restore 
Common-Sense Values,” released 
with much fanfare in May 1995. 
Borrowing its name from Speaker of 
the House Newt Gingrich’s Contract 
With America, it contains the follow- 
ing 10 goals, about which Robertson’s 
organization claims, “Each item in 
the Contract enjoys support from 
between 60 and 90 percent of the 
American people”: 


The Contract’s Goals 

1. Restoring Religious Equality. This 
item, supposedly in reaction to 
alleged “hostility toward religious 
values” and “anti-religious bigotry,” 
features a proposed amendment to 
the Constitution to authorize 
so-called “student and citizen initi- 
ated” religious exercises in public 
schools and elsewhere. 

2. Returning Education Control to 
the Local Level. This vague proposal 
ignores the fact that public education 
always has been primarily a state and 
local function. 

3. Promoting School Choice calls on 
Congress to fund nonpublic, mostly 
sectarian schools under a voucher 
plan. 

4, Protecting Parental Rights is aimed 
at blocking the U.S. from ratifying 
the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. 

5. Family-Friendly Tax Relief 
proposes a $500 tax credit for 
children, a flat or flattened income 
tax, elimination of the “marriage 
penalty” from the Federal tax code, 
and allowing single-income couples 
the same individual retirement 
account privileges as two-income 
couples. 
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6. Restoring Respect for Human 
Life. This item calls for restrictions on 
late-term abortions, for ending the 
federal requirement that state 
Medicaid plans cover abortions for 
poor rape and incest victims, and for 
ending Federal funding for most 
family planning organizations and 
services. 

7. Encouraging Support of Private 
Charities. This innocent-sounding 
item proposes legislation to allow 
individuals to “designate on their 
income tax returns a portion of their 
taxes to private charities and religious 
organizations. For every dollar the 
taxpayer designates toward a private 
charity, the Federal welfare funding 
to that taxpayer’s state would be 
equally reduced.” This proposal 
would shift public funds from 
programs under public control to 
institutions not under public control. 
8. Restricting Pornography proposes 
legislation to censor sexually explicit 
material from the Internet, require 
cable companies to block access to 
“offensive” video and audio material 
to “non-subscribers,” and make 
possession of child pornography a 
federal offense. 

9. Privatizing the Arts proposes 
ending federal aid to the National 
Endowment for the Arts, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
and Legal Services Corporation. 

10. Crime Victim Restitution 
proposes work and study programs 
for prisoners, though it does not 
suggest how they will be funded, and 
a requirement that convicted felons 
provide restitution to their victims 
after release from prison. 


Popular Support? 

The Contract’s claim to majority 
support is dubious at best. How 
Robertson’s organization handles the 
school prayer issue is typical. Yes, 
most Americans will say they favor 
“voluntary prayer” in public schools, 
but students never have lost the right 


TRUTH SEEKER 


to engage in individual voluntary 
prayer. Concerning popular support 
for a school prayer amendment to the 
Constitution, in 1995, the Gallup/Phi 
Delta Kappa poll found that, while 
respondents favored “vocal prayer” in 
public schools, 70 percent “yes” to 28 
percent “no,” the same respondents 
indicated by 70-to-24 percent margin 
that they would prefer “a moment of 
silence for contemplation or silent 
prayer” over “spoken prayer.” 

As for school choice and voucher 
plans, public opinion does not agree 
with Pat Robertson’s position. While 
polls show roughly two-to-one 
support for some sort of choice 
among public schools, vouchers fall 
far short of approval. The cumulative 
votes in school voucher referendums 
showed opposition to vouchers and 
similar plans running 67 percent 
“ves” to 33 percent “no.” 

On the question of abortion 
rights, opinion varies widely. Public 
opinion supports the rights of 
conscience of the woman. 


Bad Effects of Contract 

Robertson’s Contract must be 
seen in context, as part of the tactical 
and strategic package of a man with 
an ambitious agenda. The Contract 
must be seen as a propaganda 
document that hides more than it 
reveals, manipulates emotions, and 
distorts facts. It must be seen as the 
tip of a very dangerous iceberg. 

The America that Robertson and 
Ralph Reed, the Coalition’s executive 
director, envision would be a far 
different country from the one we 
enjoy now. In their America, public 
schools would be the underfunded 
last refuge of the poor, handicapped, 
slow learners, and others not 
accepted by voucher-funded schools. 
They would also be rent by conflicts 
over religion as local majorities or 
pluralities would decide the “volun- 
tary” devotional activities to be 
conducted in school. Robertson’s 
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) America could be balkanized along 
religious and other lines. 

! Women, particularly the poor, in 

! Robertson’s America would have 

their reproductive lives controlled 

and regulated by predominantly male 

legislative bodies. 


| Pat Robertson 
| As the Christian Coalition is the 
| extended shadow of one man, Pat 
Robertson, it is instructive to observe 
| what this college chancellor (Regent 
University), author, and religious 
» broadcaster says when he rolls up his 
) sleeves and goes to work. In an article 
- on “Religion in the Classroom” in the 
| Winter 1995 issue of the William & 
| Mary Bill of Rights Fournal, a scholarly 
| and respected law review. Robertson 
| writes of “a 40-year assault on 
) religious faith” by “liberal predators” 
_ and discusses “social and moral 
| collapse” without mentioning the fact 
| that there is no demonstrated correla- 
| tion between the presence of school 
_ prayer and indices of crime or delin- 
quency. He also dismisses Thomas 
Jefferson’s 1802 letter to the Danbury 
Baptists (“... | contemplate with 
_ sovereign reverence that act of the 
whole American people which 
_ declared that their legislature should 
_ ‘make no law respecting an establish- 
_ ment of religion or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof,’ thus building a 
wall of separation between church 
and state. ..”) as a mere “offhand 
remark.” 
In the Summer 1995 issue of the 
same law review, Robertson insists 
that “a proper understanding” of 
church-state separation would not 
bar government from “endorsing, 
promoting or encouraging religious 
belief and practice . . . or even from 
giving certain forms of aid (including 
financial) that advance the cause of 
religion.” 

Not content with just promulgat- 
ing his program and distorting 
history and facts to lend it support, 
Robertson demonizes and scapegoats 
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those who do not join his parade. In 
his 1993 book, The Turning Tide: The 
Fall of Liberalism and the Rise of 
Common Sense he refers to “secular 
humanists . . . with a well-defined and 
dangerous agenda”; “the liberal 
educational bureaucracy and its 
socialist friends and supporters”; and 
“radical feminists, homosexuals, 
Planned Parenthood, the [American 
Civil Liberties Union], People for the 
American Way, and their radical 
allies.” 

The Turning Tide is replete with 
scare-mongering assertions like the 
following: “For more than 30 years, 
liberals have forbidden little children 
to pray in schools”; “public education 
in America...was seized early in the 
nineteenth century as a vehicle for 
socialism and anti-religious cleans- 
ing”; “throughout history, the liberals 
have tried to reduce humanity to its 
lowest form and to identify humanity 
with the slime and the ooze of the 
earth”; and “institutionalized day care 
...1s turning millions of children into 
a generation of zombies.” 


Religion’s Victimhoods = 
Robertson’s Lie 

The rhetoric of the Religious 
Right seeks to paint a picture of 
American Christians as a belea- 
guered, put-upon minority. The facts 
belie this impression. More than 85 
percent of Americans identify 
themselves as Christian, as do 93 
percent of members of Congress. In 
the U.S. today, there are about 
358,000 churches or places of 
worship and 215 theological schools 
with more than 58,000 seminarians. 
There are over 500 major religious 
periodicals published in the U.S. and 
more than 1,840 full-time Christian 
radio and television stations that 
broadcast only conservative 
Protestant viewpoints. More than 
3,400 bookstores are members of the 
Christian Booksellers Association, 
and a number of supermarkets carry a 
rack of conservative Christian books. 
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Moreover, there are 120 religion- 
based lobbies in the nation’s capital. 

Nor are American churches poor. 
Among 44 large U.S. Protestant 
denominations, total contributions in 
1992 alone reached more than $16 
billion, a figure that does not include 
donations to Catholic, Episcopal, or 
Eastern Orthodox communities. The 
extent of church-owned tax-exempt 
property, stocks and bonds, and 
businesses is not easily measured, 
though a study published 20 years ago 
concluded that church assets at that 
time totaled over $150 billion. 
Church-run elementary and 
secondary schools receive at least $1,5 
billion annually in tax aid. Catholic 
hospitals account for 16 percent of 
hospital admissions, while all 
church-related hospitals receive 
about half their budgets from public 
funds. 


A Contract to Unite Church and 
State 

Looking at the big picture, then, 
Robertson’s Contract With the 
American Family clearly can be seen 
as part of a strategy to impose upon 
this country a truly radical agenda 
that would undermine the constitu- 
tional church-state separation 
arrangement that is the indispensable 
guarantor of religious liberty, has 
allowed religion to flourish freely 
here to a degree unknown elsewhere, 
and has enabled an extraordinarily 
pluralistic population to live in 
reasonable harmony. 

Pat Robertson, his Christian 
Coalition, and his subsidiaries and 
numerous allies represent a clear and 
present danger to religious liberty, 
democratic public schools, women’s 
rights, and the healthy pluralism that 
has helped make this country great. 


Edd Doerr, Religion Editor of USA Today, is the 
executive director of Americans for Religious 
Liberty, Silver Springs, Maryland and president 


of the American Humanist Association. 
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FREEMEN 2 


Reflections on the Common Law, Patriots and Indigenous People 


f we were playing a word 
association game and I said 
“Freemen,” not many people 
would respond with “Indian.” But 
the modern patriot movement and 
the ongoing struggles of indigenous 
people are closely linked; the word 
“sovereignty” is an example of a 
shared value heard often in both 
camps. It goes deeper than that, 
though. It reaches into the funda- 
mental concept of Common Law. 

Frazzled journalists must find it 
difficult to grasp the essence of the 
patriot community’s discussion of 
Common Law, so they lapse instead 
into simple demonization of the 
Freemen, a treatment the latter may 
well deserve — but not in the media. 
Mindless sensationalist sound bites 
are cheating the people out of one of 
the more interesting cultural discus- 
sions to come along in a while. 

It’s true that most of us have no 
idea what Common Law is 
supposed to be. Our Constitution 
says it’s the law of the land — except 
when replaced by statutes. Some 
patriots say it has its foundations in 
the Bible. But even a cursory excur- 
sion into the vibrant venue of the 
Common Law court phenomenon 
currently sweeping the patriot 
community will reveal fundamental 
disagreements over details about 
how to revive the Common Law in 
our nation. There is a consensus, 
however, that it must be revived, 
which is only natural. 
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WHO ARE We, 


@ By Estar Holmes 


The popular support the militia- 
patriot movement has been 
enjoying (despite media attempts to 
make it look stupid) is due to a 
common sentiment that a fictitious 
(i.e. corporate) entity is encroaching 
on people’s liberties by leaps and 
bounds. Some have already been 
choked by it; their traditional 
lifeways and beliefs have been 


At the heart of the 
Common Law are two 
universal principles, 
1) Do all you 
agree to do; 

2) Do not encroach 
on other people 


or their property. 


threatened and disrupted. They 
have been colonized, so to speak, by 
an invading power — the corpo- 
rate/political/global elite. It 
occupies with force of rules, regula- 
tions, tribunals and an army of 
officers. 

The Founding Fathers of 
America knew that the right of the 
people to live, move and have their 
being was rooted in their own 
natural law. They also knew if 
people were to lose touch with that 
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natural law, the country would be 
vulnerable to invasion from armies 
without, or an incursion by a corpo- | 
rate state from within. So they 
wrote documents and set up a 
government designed to preserve 
the natural relationship of the 
people to each other. They 
relegated the federal government to 
10 square miles and a few outposts 
so that it was prohibited from inter- 
fering in that natural relationship. It 
was a wise arrangement. 

At the heart of the Common 
Law the people carried across the 
sea two universal principles, that 
when ignored, always cause 
hardship and sorrow. These are: 1) 
Do all you agree to do; 2) Do not 
encroach on other people or their 
property. It is a cruel paradox of 
history that many of the colonizers 
forgot to apply these lofty principles 
to everyone. There is another 
fundamental principle in Common 
Law, that of restitution. 

All people share the fundamental 
characteristics of identifying with 
their groups which are described by 
language, culture, tradition, beliefs, 
morals and relationship to property. 
The Common Law springs from 
spiritual morals and philosophical 
principles and it preserves the 
sphere of common interaction for 
all societies. This is as true for white 
patriots in Montana as it is for the 
brown Ye’kuana of Venezuela, who 


Continued on Page 64 
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A CYBERVIEW OF TIMOTHY LEARY’S IDEAS 


Chaos and Cyberculture 
Written by Timothy Leary 


As an archaeologist 
of the struggle for 
the development 
of human 
) consciousness, 
potential 
and freedom, 
Leary necessarily 
exposes the 
development 
of language 
and tts 
subordination 
to mystification. 
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@ By Richard A. Cooper 


Timothy Leary strives in his 
latest book, Chaos ¢ Cyberculture, to 
put the recent emergence of the 
“cyberculture” in perspective. He 
delves into the past and future of 
this new frontier for human poten- 
tial. He uncovers the link between 
the drug and sexual experimenta- 
tion he has championed and the 
tremendous advances in realizing 
the goals in human freedom made 
possible by the personal computer. 


“Every stage of history has produced 
names and heroic legends for the 
strong, stubborn, creative individuals 
who explore some future frontier, 
collect and bring back new information, 
and offer to guide the human gene pool 
to the next stage. Typically, these time 
mavericks combine bravery, and high 
curiosity, with super self-esteem. These 
three characteristics are considered 
necessary for those engaged in the 
production of genetic guide, aka 
counterculture philosopher.” 


Leary’s recent discovery of the 
personal computer struck him 
forcefully with the scope for imagi- 
nation it has unleashed, comparable 
to the psychedelic drugs with which 
he will forever be identified. He has 
explored the ancestry of both the 
past he detests and the future he 
cherishes. He observes the evolu- 
tion of societies and states with their 
methods of social control changing, 
while at the same time there has 
been resistance to the collectivizing 
and hierarchical tendencies. Now, 
he believes that technological 
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changes in the form of the 
computer and the new media give 
greater strength than ever before to 
the countercultural, individualist, 
and anti-authoritarian strains in 
civilization. As one would expect, he 
finds this a very welcome 
development. 

As Leary sees it, we have seen 
repeated episodes of individualist, 
adventurous, and progressive 
ferment in culture, politics, and 
science. These have been 
sandwiched, suppressed, and 
countered by the hierarchical, 
authoritarian and collectivizing 
tendencies. He cites the ancient 
Greeks, the Renaissance, and the 
20th century. The 20th century up 
to now was a preparatory stage for 
the “cybernetic revolution” in the 
technological gospel of Timothy: 


“With this historical perspective 
we can see that the 20th Century 
(1900-1994) produced an avalanche 
of artistic, literary, musical, and 
entertainment movements, all of 
which shared the same goal: to strip 
off the robes and uniforms; to dissolve 
our blind faith in static structure; to 
loosen up the rigidities of the 
industrial culture; to prepare us to 
deal with paradox, with altered states 
of perception, with multidimensional 
definitions of nature; to make 
quantum reality comfortable, 
manageable, livable; to get you to feel 
at home with bouncing electrons 
around your computer screen. Radio. 
Telegraph. Television. Computers.” 


Continued on Page 65 
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“Tt 1s our job 
to empower 
ourselves 
to become 


self-sufficient, 
self-reliant 
and 
responsible” 


nergized and enthusiastic, 
Truth Seeker publisher 
Bonnie Lange greets the 
day with an open mind and 
boundless energy. Ever aware of 
the incredible historical prece- 
dent set by previous publishers, 
she seeks to regain Truth Seeker's 
banner from the late 1800s as a 
leading-edge influence, by dis- 
seminating new ideas that free the 
mind from the shackles of 
coercion. 

Bonnie became President of 
Truth Seeker Company in 1988, 
following the death of James 
Hervey Johnson. 

“I have tried to bring to the 
journal my philosophy of the 
right of the individual over the 
collective social structure,” 
Bonnie stated in a recent inter- 
view. “My thrust has been to help 
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A TRUE { :EKER 


M@ By Eric T. Richter 


people realize their own strengths 
and to promote their supreme 
place in society. Truth Seeker’s 
mission since I became publisher 
has been to teach the concept that 
the individual has ali the rights, 
and the social structu:e has only 
the right to protect tiie life and 
property of each and very indi- 
vidual within the stru ire. 


“Since 1776, the _—‘le in the 
United States has b _— between 
the individual asasoy gn, soul- 
searching entity an the elite 


group who rule the people as a 
collectivistic unit. They call us the 
masses. Since the 1930s, our posi- 
tion as individuals acting in our 
own best interests in society has 
been overwhelmed by our own 
political structure, which has told 
us that we as individuals cannot 
take care of ourselves. This elite 
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our caretakers.” 

Bonnie says her philosophy has 
grown out of the many years she 
spent as a student and business 
associate of Andrew J. and 
Suzanne J. Galambos and the 
Free Enterprise Institute. 

“From Galambos I learned the 
importance of ideas and promot- 
ing them in the marketplace, and 
the concept that you have the 
right to do whatever you want as 
long as you are not interfering 
with the rights of another individ- 
ual. The Free Enterprise Institute 
promotes Galambos’ ideas, which 
have to do with building a social 
structure where coercion is not 
the framework. This would be a 
social structure built on contract 
instead of force or fraud.” 

From Galambos, Bonnie sees a 
natural connection to the beliefs 
and ideas of Truth Seeker’s found- 
ing publisher, D.M. Bennett, and 
the writings of Thomas Paine and 
Robert G. Ingersoll. “The great 
orator of the late 19th century, 
Robert Ingersoll, espoused liberty 
for each man, woman and child. 
But we don’t have liberty of man, 
woman or child today. We’re still 
discussing the subject 100 years 
later. If anything, things have got- 
ten worse.” 

Since a fire destroyed the 
‘Truth Seeker Company’s library 
and archives in 1981, a lot of the 


group has set themselves up | 
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history of the Truth Seeker was lost. 
Luckily, copies of the early editions 
were preserved at the Library of 
Congress, and other publications to 
add to a freethought library have 
been obtained from various sources. 
Several books published by the 
Truth Seeker Company have been 
located, and some have been 
republished. 

Research through the Internet 
revealed that an earlier publication, 
The Boston Investigator, which began 
publishing in 1831, was merged with 
The Truth Seeker in 1904. Rod 


_ Bradford wrote an article about it, 


included in this issue. 


“Rod is 


_ researching and writing a biography 


to commemorate the work of D.M. 
Bennett. We will be publishing it in 
1998, the 125th anniversary of the 
Truth Seeker,” Bonnie explained. 
The year 1996 has brought a 
major change to the Truth Seeker 
Company. Lawrence Y. ‘True, the 
trustee for the James Hervey 


Johnson Charitable Educational 
Trust, died on May 14. (ruth 


Seeker Company is partially funded 


_ by a separate trust that was set up 


after the death of Mr. Johnson.) Mr. 
True was succeeded by Kevin 
Munnelly and Bonnie as co-trustees; 
they are both dedicated to increasing 
the assets of the charitable trust 
through good investments as well as 
seeking additional endowments. 


Bonnie stated, “My relationship 
with James Hervey Johnson started 
when I visited his book store in 1970. 
Over the years we became close 
friends as we shared a similar ideolo- 
gy. Both of us were great admirers of 
Thomas Paine and Robert Green 
Ingersoll. Each year I would put on 
two events commemorating their 
birthdays for the Freethinkers 
Society of San Diego, an organiza- 
tion Mr. Johnson founded in 1961. I 
served as the corporate secretary for 
the Freethinkers Society and the 
Truth Seeker Co., Inc. until Mr. 
Johnson’s death in 1988. 

“[m happy to say that the 
Freethinkers Society is now in the 
capable hands of Sam Warren and 
Alan Mandelberg, who were instru- 
mental in establishing the Thomas 
Paine Coffeehouse as an outreach 
program in San Diego to educate 
our community about the 
Freethought philosophy. In this 
issue are photos of the Grand 
Opening of the Thomas Paine 
Coffeehouse on September 21st 
with Steve Allen as an honored 
guest. Nothing would please Mr. 
Johnson more than to see and attend 
this meeting place.” 

As co-trustee, Bonnie wants to 
make sure that the freethought com- 
munity gets funded for major pro- 
jects that affect mainstream thinking 
around the world. The JH] 


New DIMENSIONS 


New-world.org is where the Truth Seeker Company is headed into the 21st century. 


The Internet is where the market- 
place of tomorrow will build commu- 
nity. Not the New World Order 
because that’s about politics and 
politics is dead. The best advice I can 
give to politicians is prepare yourself to 
be useful in a non-coercive enterprise. 

We're on the way to lead with our 
freethought philosophy. And we have 
assembled the best team for the times. 
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Our growth has been spectacular and a 
few good people have made it possible. 
This year, 1996, we have been building 
our infrastructure. The journal is now 
expanded to 80 pages and is issued 
twice a year under the multi-talented 
direction of Marti Kranzberg. 

Bill Holmes, one of the leaders in 
computer technology, has brought us 
from our infancy on AOL onto the 


TRUTH SEEKER 


Charitable Educational Trust is now 
accepting applications from qualified 
501 (c) (3) organizations. Projects 
will be funded which are in align- 
ment with Mr. Johnson’s wishes, as 
stated in his will: “To expose religion 
as against reason and to publicize my 
views on religion and health.” 

Meanwhile, the person at the 
helm presses on, with a ready smile 
and wit and the wink of an eye that 
belies her serious purpose: “As the 
person at the head of the Truth 
Seeker Company it is my strong 
conviction that all good starts from 
the individual point of view. And it 
is our job to empower ourselves to 
become self-sufficient, self-reliant 
and responsible. Education is of the 
utmost importance. An educational 
system is necessary that can teach 
these concepts and what’s more, we 
need a social structure which recog- 
nizes and honors them. A big task, 
but I know we can do it as a species. 
Look at what we’ve achieved so far 
under the worst of conditions. 

“A wonderful quote that I 
learned from Galambos says it well: 
‘Improve yourself and teach by 
example.’ ” IE 


Eric T. Richter, a writer and editor, is owner of 
California Promotions, a public relations firm 
specializing in the field of complementary 
medicine. 


By Bonnie Lange 


World Wide Web with multiple 
locations and our own server. Mary 
Szterpakiewicz, his capable assistant, is 
developing into a mighty force on the 
Web as Director of Marketing. 
Product is developing and growing so 
fast that I look forward, like a child at 
Christmas, to each day and what new 
wonderful things my team will 


think up. 
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Eddie Hamilton and David 
Griffith are the Directors of M.Ed. 
Marketing. Together they have 
developed a distribution system that 
covers the Americas and Europe. 

Ron Garner is Director of our 
Video Production Division. You 
couldn’t ask for a better person to 
work with and his contacts are 
tremendous. 

Paul Willie is director of Book 
Tree and provides us with many 
talents including book production 
and warehousing, along with the 
funniest man in the world, Leonard 
Pine. Every company should have a 
Leonard. 

Jean Holmes is director of the 
Truth Seeker Radio Network. She 
keeps our talk show hosts, Jordan 
Maxwell and Robert Stanley 
organized. No company is as lucky as 
we are to have the multiple talents of 
Jean, in more ways than I can tell 
you. 

Another major player on the 
Truth Seeker team is Tim Leedom. 
Imagination is what he’s all about. 


You are going to see it in full 
Technicolor... Watch for his movie 
The Main Man. Of course you can 
all learn something by reading his 
book, The Book Your Church 
Doesn’t Want You To Read. 

Every publishing company needs 
another of our talented members and 
that is Bill Lindley. He is a genius 
with the English language. And then 
there is Nancy Melton whose ability 
with the computer and her patience 
with all of our high-energy 
colleagues puts her in a class by 
herself. When tension gets high and 
tempers get short, Nancy is there to 
calm the situation. 

With the exceptional talent of 
Roderick Bradford, researcher and 
video producer, another of our team 
members, you will all be able to enjoy 
the 125th anniversary of the Truth 
Seeker with the biography of our 
founder D.M. Bennett (which will be 
available in 1998). 

So we’re poised to enter the new 
century with divisions of the Truth 
Seeker Co. to produce products that 
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will enlighten_and expand our 
species’ horizons. This has all been 
made possible by a few unique people 
organizing together. That synergy 
makes us a winning team. When | 


look back over the eight years we’ve | 
invested it gives me a joyful feeling to _ 


know that this is what Mr. Johnson 


would have wanted me to do with his — 


money. Without it we could never 


have grown to the potential we are | 


experiencing today. I am forever 
grateful to him for the opportunity 


and the resources. One final recogni-_ 
tion — no corporation can operate in 
today’s world without legal counsel — 
Truth Seeker Co. has two outstand-_ 


ing attorneys, Roy R. Withers and 
Daniel Goulding. It is their duty to 
protect us from our own folly and the 
attacks from outsiders. 

Live lectures, radio talk shows, 
videos, books, Truth Seeker journal, 
audio tapes and don’t forget 
http://truthseeker.com, 
http://freethought.com and 
http://new-world.org. That’s us — we 
are ready for the new millennium. 
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Freethought Forum 


IN MEMORY OF 
Dr. GORDON STEIN 


Fis absence will be felt in the freethought community 


We're dedicating 


this issue’s Freethought Forum to 
the memory of Dr. Gordon Stein. 
His work in defending freethought, 
unbelief, and rationality is 
monumental. Though his health 
was precarious in recent months, his 
death was unexpected, and a large 
amount of work, with no doubt a 
huge backlog, has come to an 
abrupt halt. 

Not long ago he accepted a cut 
in pay to change jobs and become 
Director of the Center for Inquiry 
Libraries at Amherst, N.Y., an 
activity of the Council for Secular 
Humanism. Prior to this, he was 
Professor of Philosophy at a small 
college in Cranston, Rhode Island. 
He will no doubt be missed sorely in 
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Amherst. We will miss him at Truth 
Seeker, mainly for his passionate 
criticism. He took us, our history, 
and freethought very seriously. 

His absence will be most sorely 
felt at The American Rationalist, of 
which he was the editor. In that 
publication, he usually wrote an 
article or two, several book reviews, 
and many smaller items. His wide- 
ranging scholarship and deep 
knowledge of the history of 
freethought were evident in his 
writings there. 

His magnum opus was his two- 
volume The Encyclopedia of Unbelief, 
published in 1985 by Prometheus 
Books. Several of us on the Truth 
Seeker staff have used it extensively 
in researching various articles and 
projects. 
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We were happy to host him on 
two occasions when he came to San 
Diego to lecture. At the second 
event, he lectured on freethinkers in 
history, mainly in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. His collection of 
photographs, shown at that 
lecture, was astounding. It was a 
great pleasure to attend the lecture 
and to talk with him briefly after- 
wards. He showed an interest in 
the future of freethought, as well as 
its past. 

Gordon Stein died too soon. 
There’s too much work to do. Who 
can take up the slack? Can you? If 
you just crack the books and get 
some of the good stuff into your 
own brain, it will help. 

Freethinkers now have another 
pair of shoulders on which to stand. 
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“If [have seen further than others, it is because 
I have stood on the shoulders of giants. 


Sir Isaac Newton 


THE SHOULDERS 
ON WHICH WE STAND 


The following three excerpts represent the shoulders on which Freethinkers stand. 


| Lysander Spooner 


Lysander Spooner, born in 1808 
and died in 1887, was called a 
“libertarian pietist,” meaning 
strong belief in individual rights and 
to harm no one. His topics of 
concern: how men live together in 
peace, what is just, what is unjust, 
what is honest, what is dishonest, to 
whom things belong, what are their 
boundaries, and how property is 
rightfully acquired. 

In this excerpt, from Vices Are Not 
Crimes, Spooner examines how 
these terms were defined in a moral 
society. Each person must be free to 
choose his own vices for without 
that there is no liberty and no 
pursuit of happiness. 


Continued on Page 33 
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Frederic Bastiat 


Frederic Bastiat (1801-1850) 
was a French economist, states- 
man, and author. He did most of 
his writing during the years just 
before — and immediately fol- 
lowing — the Revolution of 
February 1848. This was the 
period when France was rapidly 
turning to complete socialism. As 
a Deputy to the Legislative 
Assembly, Mr. Bastiat was study- 
ing and explaining each socialist 
fallacy as it appeared. And he 
explained how socialism must 
inevitably degenerate into com- 


Continued on Page 34 


TRUTH SEEKER 


Ludwig Von Mises 


Ludwig Von Mises (1881-1973) 
had a great influence on contempo- 
rary economic thought. He was a 
leading capitalist and a prodigious 
author. The following excerpt is a 
teaser. It gives give you a taste of his 
thinking. 

Here he tells us: ideas move 
history, not the other way around; it 
is not true that “socialism is the good 
guy, communism the bad guy” — 
they’re the same; thinkers and 
writers, not the masses, produce the 
ideas that move history. 

This excerpt from Planned Chaos 
will help to explain the errors of those 
who believe a system based on 
individual freedom can be “mixed” 
with socialism. 


Continued on Page 35 
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Vices Are Not Crimes 
| A Vindication of Moral Liberty 


_ Vices are those acts by which a 
man harms himself or his property. 
_ Crimes are those acts by which 
‘one man harms the person or 
pproperty of another. 


_ Vices are simply the errors which 


} 


a man makes in his search after his 
jown happiness. Unlike crimes, 
ithey imply no malice toward 
lothers, and no interference with 
itheir persons or property. 

In vices, the very essence of 
icrime — that is, the design to 
linjure the person or property of 
another — is wanting. 

It is a maxim of the law that 
there can be no crime without a 
criminal intent; that is, without the 
intent to invade the person or 
property of another. But no one 
ever practises a vice with any such 
criminal intent. He practises his 
vice for his own happiness solely, 
and not from any malice toward 
others. 
~ Unless this clear distinction 
between vices and crimes be made 
and recognized by the laws, there 
can be on earth no such thing as 
individual right, liberty, or 
property; no such things as the 
right of one man to the control of 
his own person and property, and 
the corresponding and co-equal 
rights of another man to the 
control of his own person and 
property. 

For a government to declare a 
vice to be a crime, and to punish it 
as such, is an attempt to falsify the 
very nature of things. It is as absurd 
as it would be to declare truth to be 
falsehood, or falsehood truth. 
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I. 

Every voluntary act of a man’ life 
is either virtuous or vicious. That is to 
say, it is either in accordance, or in 
conflict, with those natural laws of 
matter and mind, on which his 
physical, mental, and emotional 
health and well-being depend. In 
other words, every act of his life 
tends, on the whole, either to his 
happiness, or to his unhappiness. No 
single act in his whole existence is 
indifferent. 

Furthermore, each human being 
differs in his physical, mental, and 
emotional constitution, and also in 
the circumstances by which he is 
surrounded, from every other human 
being. Many acts, therefore, that are 
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It is a maxim 
of the law that 
there can be 
no crime without 
a criminal intent... 


as 
virtuous, and tend to happiness, in the 
case of one person, are vicious, and 
tend to unhappiness, in the case of 
another person. 

Many acts, also, that are virtuous, 
and tend to happiness, in the case of 
one man, at one time, and under one 
set of circumstances, are vicious, and 
tend to unhappiness, in the case of the 
same man, at another time, and under 
other circumstances. 


I. 

To know what actions are 
virtuous, and what vicious, — in 
other words, to know what actions 
tend, on the whole, to happiness, and 
what to unhappiness, — in the case of 
each and every man, in each and all 
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the conditions in which they may 
severally be placed, is the profoundest 
and most complex study to which the 
greatest human mind ever has been, 
or ever can be, directed. It is, never- 
theless, the constant study to which 
each and every man — the humblest 
in intellect as well as the greatest — is 
necessarily driven by the desires and 
necessities of his own existence. It is 
also the study in which each and every 
person, from his cradle to his grave, 
must necessarily form his own 
conclusions; because no one else 
knows or feels, or can know or feel, as 
he knows and feels, the desires and 
necessities, the hopes, and fears, and 
impulses of his own nature, or the 
pressure of his own circumstances. 


IV. 

It is not often possible to say of 
those acts that are called vices, that 
they really are vices, except in degree. 
That is, it is difficult to say of any 
actions, or courses of action, that are 
called vices, that they really would 
have been vices, if they had stopped short 
of a certain point. The question of 
virtue or vice, therefore, in all such 
cases, is a question of quantity and 
degree, and not of the intrinsic 
character of any single act, by itself. 
This fact adds to the difficulty, not to 
say the impossibility, of any one’s — 
except each individual for himself — 
drawing any accurate line, or 
anything like any accurate line, 
between virtue and vice; that is, of 
telling where virtue ends, and vice 
begins. And this is another reason 
why this whole question of virtue and 
vice should be left for each person to 
settle for himself. 


V. 

Vices are usually pleasurable, at 
least for the time being, and often do 
not disclose themselves as vices, by 

Continued on Page 36 
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Continued from Page 32 
munism. But most of his country- 
men chose to ignore his logic. 

The Law is here presented 
again because the same situation 
exists in America today as in the 
France of 1848. The same social- 
ist-communist ideas and plans that 
were then adopted in France are 
now sweeping America. The expla- 
nations and arguments then 
advanced against socialism by Mr. 
Bastiat are — word for word — 
equally valid today. His ideas 
deserve a serious hearing. 


THE Law 
Life, liberty, and property do not exist 


because men have made laws. On the 


contrary, it was the fact that if 


liberty, and property existe 
beforehand that caused men to make 


laws in the first place. 


What Is Law ? 

What, then, is law? It is the collec- 
tive organization of the individual 
right to lawful defense. 

Each of us has a natural right — 
from God — to defend his person, his 
liberty, and his property. These are 
the three basic requirements of life, 
and the preservation of any one of 
them is completely dependent upon 
the preservation of the other two. For 
what are our faculties but the exten- 
sion of our individuality? And what is 
property but an extension of our 
faculties? 

If every person has the right to 
defend even by force — his person, his 
liberty, and his property, then it 
follows that a group of men have the 
right to organize and support a 
common force to protect these rights 
constantly. Thus the principle of 
collective right — its reason for 
existing, its lawfulness — is based on 
individual right. And the common 
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force that protects this collective right 
cannot logically have any other 
purpose or any other mission than 
that for which it acts as a substitute. 
Thus, since an individual cannot 
lawfully use force against the person, 
liberty, or property of another individ- 
ual, then the common force — for the 
same reason — cannot lawfully be 
used to destroy the person, liberty, or 
property of individuals or groups. 
Such a perversion of force would 
be, in both cases, contrary to our 
premise. Force has been given to us 
to defend our own individual rights. 
Who will dare to say that force has 
been given to us to destroy the equal 


When, then, does 
plunder stop? 
It stops when 
it becomes 
more painful and 
more dangerous 
than labor. 


a 


rights of our brothers? Since no 
individual acting separately can 
lawfully use force to destroy the 
rights of others, does it not logically 
follow that the same principle also 
applies to the common force that is 
nothing more than the organized 
combination of the individual forces? 

If this is true, then nothing can be 
more evident than this: The law is the 
organization of the natural right of 
lawful defense. It is the substitution 
of a common force for individual 


forces. And this common force is to - 


do only what the individual forces 
have a natural and lawful right to do: 
to protect persons, liberties, and 
properties; to maintain the right of 
each, and to cause justice to reign over 
us all. 


TRUTH SEEKER 


A Just and Enduring Government 

If a nation were founded on thi 
basis, it seems to me that orde 
would prevail among the people, i 
thought as well as in deed. It seem 
to me that such a nation would have} 
the most simple, easy to accept 
economical, limited, nonoppressive,: 
just, and enduring governmen 
imaginable — whatever its political} 
form might be. 

Under such an administration,, 
everyone would understand that he} 
possessed all the privileges as well as} 
all the responsibilities of his} 
existence. No one would have any} 
argument with government,| 
provided that his person was 
respected, his labor was free, and the 
fruits of his labor were protected| 
against all unjust attack. 

When successful, we would not 
have to thank the state for our 
success. And, conversely, when| 
unsuccessful, we would no more} 
think of blaming the state for our 
misfortune than would the farmers 
blame the state because of hail or 
frost. The state would be felt only by| 
the invaluable blessings of safety 
provided by this concept of 
government. | 

It can be further stated that, 
thanks to the non-intervention of the | 
state in private affairs, our wants and 
their satisfactions would develop 
themselves in a logical manner. We 
would not see poor families seeking 
literary instruction before they have 
bread. We would not see cities 
populated at the expense of rural 
districts, nor rural districts at the 
expense of cities. We would not see 
the great displacements of capital, 
labor, and population that are caused 
by legislative decisions. 

The sources of our existence are 
made uncertain and precarious by 
these state-created displacements. 
And, furthermore, these acts burden 
the government with increased 
responsibilities. 

Continued on Page 36 
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' PLANNED CHAOS 
. The Liberation of the Demons 


__ The history of mankind is the history 
of ideas. For it is ideas, theories, and 
doctrines that guide human action and 
determine the ultimate ends men aim at 
and the choice of the means employed 
for the attainment of these ends. The 
sensational events which stir the 
emotions and catch the interest of super- 
ficial observers are merely the consum- 
mation of ideological changes. There 
are no such things as abrupt sweeping 
transformations of human affairs. What 
is called, in rather misleading terms, a 
ning point in history” is the coming 
4 the scene of forces which were 
already for a long time at work behind 
the scene. New ideologies, which had 
already long since superseded the old 
ones, throw off their last veil, and even 
the dullest people become aware of the 
changes which they did not notice 
before. 

In this sense Lenin’s seizure of power 
in October 1917 was certainly a turning 
point. But its meaning was very different 
from that which the communists 
attribute to it. 

The Soviet victory played only a 
minor role in the evolution toward 
socialism. The pro-socialist policies of 
the industrial countries of Central and 
Western Europe were of much greater 
consequence in this regard. 


Socialism and Communism 

In the terminology of Marx and 
Engels the words communism and 
socialism are synonymous. They are 
alternately applied without any distinc- 
tion between them. The same was true 
for the practice of all Marxian groups and 
sects until 1917. The political parties of 
Marxism which considered the 


Communist Manifesto as the unalterable 
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gospel of their doctrine called themselves 
socialist parties. The largest and most 
influential of these parties, the German 
party, adopted the name Social 
Democratic Party. In Italy, in France and 
in all other countries in which Marxian 
parties already played a role in political 
life before 1917, the term socialist likewise 


The intellectual leaders 
of the peoples have 
produced and propa- 
gated the fallacies which 
are on the point of 
destroying liberty and 
Western civilization. The 
intellectuals alone are 
responsible for the mass 
slaughters which are the 
characteristic mark of 
our century. They alone 
can reverse the trend 
and pave the way for a 
resurrection of freedom. 


superseded the term communist. No 
Marxian ever ventured, before 1917, to 
distinguish between communism and 
socialism. 

In 1875, in his criticism of the Gotha 
Program of the German Social 
Democratic Party, Marx distinguished 
between a lower (earlier) and a higher 
(later) phase of the future communist 
society. But he did not reserve the name 
of communism to the higher phase and 
did not call the lower phase socialism as 


differentiated from communism. 
Regarding the “Inevitability of 
Socialism” 


One of the fundamental dogmas of 
Marx is that socialism is bound to come 
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“with the inexorability of a law of 
nature.” Capitalist production begets its 
own negation and establishes the socialist 
system of public ownership of the means 
of production. This process “executes 
itself through the operation of the 
inherent laws of capitalist production.” It 
is independent of the wills of people. It is 
impossible for men to accelerate it, to 
delay it or to hinder it. 

It is not true that the masses are 
vehemently asking for socialism and that 
there is no means to resist them. The 
masses favor socialism because they trust 
the socialist propaganda of the intellec- 
tual. The intellectuals, not the populace, 
are moulding public opinion. It is a lame 
excuse of the intellectuals that they must 
yield to the masses. They themselves 
have generated the socialist ideas and 
indoctrinated the masses with them. No 
proletarian or son of a proletarian has 
contributed to the elaboration of the 
interventionist and socialist programs. 
Their authors were all of bourgeois 
background. The esoteric writings of 
dialectical materialism, those of Hegel 
(the father both of Marxism and of 
German aggressive nationalism), the 
books of Georges Sorel, of Gentile and 
of Spengler were not read by the average 
man; they did not move the masses 
directly. It was the intellectuals who 
popularized them. 

The intellectual leaders of the peoples 
have produced and propagated the fallac- 
ies which are on the point of destroying 
liberty and Western civilization. The 
intellectuals alone are responsible for the 
mass slaughters which are the character- 
istic mark of our century. They alone can 
reverse the trend and pave the way for a 
resurrection of freedom. 

Not mythical “material productive 
forces,” but reason and ideas determine 
the course of human affairs. What is 
needed to stop the trend toward social- 
ism and despotism is common sense and 
moral courage. 


Planned Chaos by Ludwig Von Mises. ©1947. 
SBN 910614-00-8. Published by The Foundation 
For Economic Education, Inc., Irvington-on- 
Hudson, New York. 
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Continued from Page 33 

their effects, until after they have been 
practised for many years; perhaps for a 
lifetime. To many, perhaps most, of 
those who practise them, they do not 
disclose themselves as vices at all 
during life. Virtues, on the other 
hand, often appear so harsh and 
rugged, they require the sacrifice of so 
much present happiness, at least, and 
the results, which alone prove them to 
be virtues, are often so distant and 
obscure, in fact, so absolutely invisible 
to the minds of many, especially of the 
young, that, from the very nature of 
things, there can be no universal, or 
even general, knowledge that they are 
virtues. In truth, the studies of 
profound philosophers have been 
expended — if not wholly in vain, 
certainly with very small results — in 
efforts to draw the lines between the 
virtues and the vices. 

If, then, it be so difficult, so nearly 
impossible, in most cases, to deter- 
mine what is, and what is not, vice; 
and especially if it be so difficult, in 
nearly all cases, to determine where 
virtue ends, and vice begins; and if 
these questions, which no one can 
really and truly determine for 
anybody but himself, are not to be left 
free and open for experiment by all, 
each person is deprived of the highest 
of all his rights as a human being, to 
wit: his right to inquire, investigate, 
reason, try experiments, judge, and 
ascertain for himself, what is, to him, 
virtue, and what is, to him, vice; in 
other words, what, on the whole, 
conduces to /is happiness, and what, 
on the whole, tends to Ais unhappi- 
ness. If this great right is not to be left 
free and open to all, then each man’s 
whole right, as a reasoning human 
being, to “liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness,” is denied him. 

Excerpt from Vices Are Not Crimes by Lysander 


Spooner. Published by TANSTAAFL, Cupertino, 
CA, ©1977 Janice Allen. 
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Continued from Page 34 
The Complete Perversion of the 
Law 

But, unfortunately, law by no 
means confines itself to its proper 
functions. And when it has exceeded 
its proper functions, it has not done so 
merely in some inconsequential and 
debatable matters. The law has gone 
further than this; it has acted in direct 


opposition to its own purpose. The 


...the proper purpose of 
law is to use the power 
of its collective force to 
stop this fatal tendency 
to plunder instead of to 
work. All the measures 
of the law should 
protect property and 
punish plunder. 


law has been used to destroy its own 
objective: It has been applied to 
annihilating the justice that it was 
supposed to maintain; to limiting and 
destroying rights which its real 
purpose was to respect. The law has 
placed the collective force at the 
disposal of the unscrupulous who 
wish, without risk, to exploit the 
person, liberty, and property of 
others. It has converted plunder into a 
right, in order to protect plunder. And 
it has converted lawful defense into a 
crime, in order to punish lawful 
defense. 

How has this perversion of the law 
been accomplished? And what have 
been the results? 

The law has been perverted by the 
influence of two entirely different 
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causes: stupid greed and false philan} 
thropy. Let us speak of the first. 


A Fatal Tendency of Mankind 

Self-preservation and self-devel} 
opment are common aspirations 
among all people. And if everyone 
enjoyed the unrestricted use of his 
faculties and the free disposition o} 
the fruits of his labor, social progress 
would be ceaseless, uninterrupted| 
and unfailing. 

But there is also another tendency 
that is common among people} 
When they can, they wish to live ang 
prosper at the expense of others. ie i 
is no rash accusation. Nor does i 
come from a gloomy and uncharita+ 
ble spirit. The annals of history bean 
witness to the truth of it: the inces- 
sant wars, mass migrations, religious 
persecutions, universal cr 


dishonesty in commerce, an 
monopolies. This fatal desire has i 
origin in the very nature of man — in) 
that primitive, universal, and insup- 
pressible instinct that impels him to) 
satisfy his desires with the least 
possible pain. 


Property and Plunder | 

Man can live and satisfy his wants 
only by ceaseless labor; by the cease- 
less application of his faculties to 
natural resources. This process is the! 
origin of property. | 

But it is also true that a man may 
live and satisfy his wants by seizing’ 
and consuming the products of the 
labor of others. This process is the 
origin of plunder. 

Now since man is naturally 
inclined to avoid pain — and since 
labor is pain in itself — it follows that 
men will resort to plunder whenever 
plunder is easier than work. History 
shows this quite clearly. And under 
these conditions, neither religion nor 
morality can stop it. 

When, then, does plunder stop? It 
stops when it becomes more painful 
and more dangerous than labor. 

Continued on Page 66 
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My view of 
Be world changed 


‘when I met Andrew J. Galambos. 
‘His ideas occupied a large part of 
my life from the summer of 1973 
until 1977. The ideas and concepts 
Theard during that time influenced 
and directed my life long after I 
stopped being directly exposed to 
‘them. 
My first exposure to Galambos 
began over a cup of herbal tea with 
our best friends who had called us 

over to discuss something serious. 

We were very close. We lived 
facross the street and often 
-vacationed together. She taught my 
daughter at a private school. He 
was a college buddy of my husband. 
But now, they said, we couldn’t be 
friends in that way anymore unless 

we attended a class they called V- 

50. 

They had just finished this 
course and claimed it had changed 
their lives and would do the same 
for us. But what was it about? we 
protested. Well, they couldn’t tell 
us. Was it a secret? No, but sort of. 
They reassured us that if we would 
just attend one of the three sessions 
we would understand and realize 
how important this could be or if 
we didn’t get it, just walk. And it 
was guaranteed. Our money back if 
we felt it wasn’t worth it. Money? 
How much money? $50 dollars per 
person. Not a lot by today’s 
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standards, but in 1973, having just 
bought our first house for $25,000, 
it was a sum worth getting back if 
we felt unmoved. 

And so, the guarantee plus the 
earnest faces of our friends brought 
us to the first of many lectures that 
we were to attend, mainly in the 


It was an alluring idea. 
A world where all the 
choices you make are 
ones you want. Where 
society functions 
according to natural 
laws, as the laws of 
physics are natural and 
not manmade. 


cae) is 


Orange County/LA area over a 
period of three years. I have never 
actually added up the time but I 
imagine it to be somewhere in the 
vicinity of 2000 hours sitting in a 
usually, fully packed lecture room, 
listening intently for hours at a time 
to Andrew J. Galambos, fifty- 
something, dark haired, horn- 
rimmed glasses, 100 pounds 
overweight stuffed into one of two 
suits, one brown, one blue. Dr. 


Galambos, speaking, speaking, 
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“ANDREW J. GALAMBOS 
AND THE SCIENCE OF VOLITION 


speaking, demanding attention, 
creating ideas, provoking, 
challenging, influencing. 

I know he was a physicist by 
education. Dr. Galambos, he was 
called, at all times, the son of an 
immigrant, Hungarian perhaps. 
He was a large man. Obese, and his 
obesity for me was a difficult fact in 
stark juxtaposition to his logical 
thoughts. That and his fatal flaw. 
His inability to share or advertise 
his ideas to a waiting world. So 
great was his fear (albeit justified in 
many cases) that he was unable to 
leverage his powerful message 
beyond the classrooms in which 
we, the unquestioning hundreds, 
gathered, week after week, month 
after month, year after year. 

What did he teach? What was it 
that attracted and held us so stead- 
fastly? I have been asked to explain 
that. 

V-50 was the introductory 
course which was a prerequisite if 
you wished to proceed further into 
other courses. I was fortunate 
enough to hear it live, not by 
Galambos, but by the Institute’s 
lecturer, Jay S. Snelson. “V” of V-50 
stands for Volition. It was not a 
word that meant much, if anything, 
to me at the time. Now it is part of 
my vocabulary. The “50” referred to 
the course number for the basic 
course which is titled The Science 
of Volition. Volition is the act of 

Continued on Page 69 
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When D.M. Bennett 
started The Truth Seeker 
in 1873, The Investigator 
had already been 
published more than 
four decades. While The 
Boston Investigator may 
have served as a model 
for Bennett’s new 
monthly, both periodi- 
cals and their founders 
shared similar histories. 

Only a few freethought publica- 
tions existed when the first issue of 
The Truth Seeker appeared. In this 
issue Bennett acknowledged six 
liberal periodicals with The 
Investigator at the top of the list. 

“.,.acandid, fearless and consistent 
advocate of what it conceives to be vital 
truth, and intimately connected with the 
interests of humanity and the affairs of 
the present life. It is forty-two years of 
age and has nobly withstood the shafts 
of malice, bigotry and sectarian 
intolerance for more than a generation 
... Long may it live and flourish. . .” 

The Investigator began in 1831 
during a new period of freethought 
which saw agnosticism replacing 
deism. The “religion of nature” 
which had been advocated by many 
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of America’s founding 
fathers and which 
achieved prominence 
during the late 18th 
century was considered 
too conservative by a 
new generation of more 
radical freethinkers. 

Among these 
radical freethinkers was 
a former Universalist 
minister and founder of 
The Boston Investigator, Abner 
Kneeland. After renouncing 
Christianity in New York, Kneeland 
moved to Boston where he lectured 
to The First Society of Free 
Enquirers. He started The 
Investigator with the intention of 
improving the conditions of his 
fellow man and The Investigator’s 
prospectus stated how its goals 
would be achieved — 

“exposing vice . . . opposing 
monopolies . .. advocating a general 
system of education . . . the abolition of 
slavery . . . the abolishment of 
imprisonment for debt . .. promote the 
cause of the laboring and producing 
classes and advocate the rights of 
women.” ' 

Kneeland’s weekly was extremely 
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radical for the 1830s. The vee | 
promoted everything from birth} 
control to homeopathic medicine, 
regulation of child labor and other} 
progressive reforms. While only 200} 
copies of the first two issues were} 
printed, by the end of the year the} 
four-page weekly had almost 1,000| 
subscribers in nine states and 
Canada.? Many of the subscribers | 
were living out in the Christian | 
hinterlands and The Investigator 
became their only forum to share 
new ideas. Kneeland also published 
freethought books including 

Voltaire’s Philosophical Dictionary 

with blank pages for readers to 

record marriages, births and deaths. 

It soon became the freethinker’s 

family bible. (Bennett’s book, World 
Sages, Infidels and Thinkers would 

also feature blank pages serving the 

same purpose decades later.) 

Unlike other freethought editors 
of the time, Kneeland included 
letters from readers and commented 
on their style and content. This 
open-forum approach occurred long 
before Liberal Leagues and 
freethinker conventions became 
popular and provided readers with a 
sense of solidarity in the pages of 
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“their” Investigator. 

In 1834 Kneeland was arrested 
for blasphemy and spent two 
months in prison. He soon learned 


that persecution at the hands of 
Christian enemies increased the 


periodical’s circulation. Kneeland’s 


| written account of his trial, convic- 


tion and imprisonment was also 


| 
| 


popular with his supporters. 
Five years later, while the country 


_was going through one of its severest 


depressions, Kneeland’s partner was 


caught embezzling funds from the 


Boston First Society. In spite of 
economic hardship and falling 
subscriptions, Kneeland managed to 
continue printing the weekly; 
however, he was sentenced to 60 
days in jail during the summer of 
1838. After his release, Kneeland 
abruptly resigned as editor of The 
Investigator and moved to Iowa 
where he stayed for the remainder of 
his life living in a Utopian colony. 
Kneeland entrusted his 
Investigator to Horace Seaver who 
had been a printer with the weekly 
since its inception. Seaver, an aboli- 
tionist, had filled in as editor during 
Kneeland’s imprisonment. (After 
Bennett’ death in 1882, Eugene M. 
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Macdonald, The Truth | 
Seeker's printer, would | 
succeed Bennett in the 
same manner.) Along 
with Josiah P. Mendum 
as publisher, the two 
working-class 
freethinkers continued 
Kneeland’s mission. 
Under their steward- | © 
ship, The Investigator 
began aggressively 
promoting labor reform. ‘Together 
they were more effective in articulat- 
ing the connection between atheism 
and social reform than Kneeland. 
Seaver succeeded in joining forces 
with the radical labor movement and 
served as president of The Infidel 
Association of the United States, 
which in 1857 held its national 
convention in Philadelphia. 
Freethought’s Golden Age 

The dawn of freethought’s 
Golden Age began with the intro- 
duction of the Darwinian theory of 
evolution in 1859 giving ammuni- 
tion to freethinkers who now had 
scientific evidence to support their 
attack on the Bible’s account of 
creation. The following year The 
Boston Investigator optimistically 
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predicted: 

“If the progress of 
infidelity for the next 
hundred years was as great 
as that of the preceding 
century, infidelity and not 
Christianity would in all 
probability be in the 
ascendancy.” ’ 

An _ individual 
“voice” who caused 
freethinkers to be 
sanguine about the future of 
infidelity was Robert G. Ingersoll. 
Although numerous outstanding 
speakers promoted freethought, 
none were as brilliant or popular as 
“The Great Agnostic” whose ability 
to convert philosophical abstractions 
of agnosticism into comprehensible 
terms for both urban freethinker and 
village infidel was unmatched. 
Ingersoll believed that his successful 
lecture-tours during his oratorical 
peak (1875-95) were made possible 
by The Boston Investigator. 

In 1873 The Investigator acknow!- 
edged a new freethought monthly: 

“The Truth Seeker — this is a good 
name for a new Liberal paper just 
commenced by the Liberal Association 
of Paris, Illinois. It makes a handsome 
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appearance typographically and contains 
throughout the right kind of doctrine, as a 
paper is devoted to science, morals, free 
thought, free enquiry and the diffusion of 
liberal sentiments . . . This is an excellent 
platform and The Truth Seeker deserves 
success and we hope it may receive it.” 

The harmonious relationship 
between the two periodicals did, 
however, include a few incidents that 
tested their “unholy alliance.” In 1875 
The Investigator printed a 
friendly notice, followed 
by some comments 
concerning Bennett’s 
involvement in spiritual- 
ism. Although a fellow- 
ship of sorts existed 
among infidels and spiri- 
tualists, some felt Bennett 
might be going too far — 

“The Truth Seeker, our 
liberal auxiliary of New York, 
is to be issued weekly in 
January. It is an able paper, doing good 
service in the cause of Reason and 
Humanity, and we are glad to learn its 
prospects of success are encouraging . . . 
We see it stated that its worthy Editor has 
been converted to Spiritualism. He has 
obtained what he deems convincing 
evidence of its truth, and, like an honest 
man, candidly avows it. We shall do the 
same when we are convinced, for as truth 
is our object, we gladly accept it from any 
quarter, and follow wherever it may lead. 
But at present we are satisfied with 
Materialism, because we regard it as the 
only philosophy in accordance with the 
teachings of nature and reason.” 

Bennett reprinted the notice and 
answered the charge. 


A Kind Notice from an Honored 
Source 

“The ‘conversion’ referred to has not 
been late nor sudden. For several years we 
have felt that we had received proofs of 
the existence of an intelligence not 
connected with physical bodies, and the 
Spiritual theory accounts for it to our mind 
better than any other. We have not been a 
persistent investigator of Spiritual 
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phenomena, but we have in several 
instances received proofs of the continued 
existence of departed friends that we 
could not ignore; nor do we think were we 
imposed upon... we are, however, far 
from accepting all that is presented as 
Spiritualism, nor do we believe in the 
honesty of all who claim to be mediums... . 
We find ample work here to occupy all 
our efforts, attention and highest impulses. 
Our motto is, ONEWORLD ATA TIME.” 
During the centen- 
nial year, another rift 
occurred between the 
editors that seriously 


and an imbroglio that had 
the building’s trustees 
| disputing ownership of 
the Temple of Reason. 
Paine Memorial Hall was 
intended*<tor ber 4 
freethought lecture hall, but instead it 
also became the offices of The 
Investigator. Both Seaver and Mendum 
were trustees and were engaged in a 
heated debate with trustee Morris 
Altman. Seaver and Mendum accused 
Bennett in The Investigator of taking 
sides by providing his friend and 
benefactor, Altman, space in The Truth 
Seeker to state his case. The war of 
words ended after Altman’s untimely 
death later that year. 

All was well between the two publi- 
cations by the time Bennett became 
embroiled with his own legal battles. 
Seaver and Mendum often and 
aggressively came to the persecuted 
editor’s defense. Numerous times 
during Bennett’s trial and imprison- 
ment they printed scathing articles 
about their mutual arch-enemy — 
Anthony Comstock. Letters Bennett 
received from Seaver and Mendum 
after his release from prison expressed 
the respect they had for their friend . 

Horace Seaver wrote: 

“I congratulate you most sincerely on 
your release, and sympathize with you in 
the long, unjust, and cruel punishment you 
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have been doomed to suffer, but I hope it) 
has neither destroyed your health non, 
impaired your usefulness in our commo: 
cause ... | hope to live long enough, fri 
Bennett, to see you get square on thes 
mean, contemptible fellows, and never let} 
go of them until you teach them to their} 
sorrow the bitter lesson of repentance...” | 
Mendum wrote: | 
“The Liberal public, readers of The} 
Truth Seeker and Investigator, will bear in| 
mind that in your person [Bennett], as well | 
as in that of the first editor of The} 
Investigator, Abner Kneeland, bigots and 
tyrants aimed a deadly blow at the} 
freedom of the Press!” * 1 
Bennett’s eleven months at hard | 
labor helped to destroy his health. | 
Unfortunately, the embattled editor } 
did not live long enough to “get} 
square” with his persecutors. He did, | 
however, publish details of his trial, | 
conviction and imprisonment and his } 
contribution to freethought was never | 
“impaired.” | 
Horace Seaver, who had been | 
editor of The Boston Investigator for half | 
a century, died in 1889. Both he and J. | 
P. Mendum, who died two years later, | 
devoted their entire lives to human | 
rights and universal mental liberty. 
In 1899, with the death of 
freethought’s most popular orator, 
Robert G. Ingersoll, America’s 
Golden Age of freethought began to 
fade. Five years later in 1904, another 
prominent “voice,” The Boston 
Investigator, suspended publication and 
merged with The Truth Seeker. 
‘Together the two represented the left 
wing of the freethought movement 
and chronicled its Golden Age. Their 
“unholy alliance,” which began in 
1873, continues today. 


Footnotes 

1. The Encyclopedia of Unbelief, 1985, Vol. 1, pp. 64-65. 
G. Stein, R. French (Prometheus Books). 

2. Ibid, p. 65. 

3. American Freethought 1860-1914, Sidney Warren 
(New York, Gordian Press) p. 189. 

4. The Truth Seeker, May 8, 1880, Vol. 7, p. 291. 


Rod Bradford, writer and videographer, is currently 
researching the life of Truth Seeker founding publisher 
D.M. Bennett for a book to be published in 1998. 
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UNCLE SAM, 
PASS THE PLATE 


haven't churches been asked to pay 
ee or the public services they receive? 
@ By Kay Daut Alvarez 


The signs are 


all around us. 


Time magazine recently reported 
that even the nation’s capital city is 
going broke. “There is no money for 
substitute teachers. Students will 
have to sit idle in the gym when 
teachers are absent.” Also, it said, 
“The city has shut down two fire 
companies in the past 18 months, 
and three more are targeted to 
close.” 

Not only federal, but state and 
local governments everywhere are so 
strapped for funds that school buses 
and sports, art and music programs 
have been curtailed and many 
teachers have been furloughed. Fire, 
police and maintenance departments 
are struggling to maintain service 
levels with fewer employees. This is 
not acceptable! 

To help stabilize the eroding tax 
base and perhaps soothe resentful 
taxpayers, why haven’t churches 
been asked to pay for the public 
services they receive? 

Taxing church properties is justi- 
fied since they are, in part, responsi- 
ble for the situation we find ourselves 
in. The First Amendment guaran- 
teed free exercise of religion, but 
freedom from taxation was never 
mentioned. 


Religion has outgrown the need 
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for tax shelters. In 1875, President 
U.S. Grant warned of the perils that 
could accrue from the burgeoning 
wealth of churches. 

In 1850, church property in the 
United States that was not taxed was 
valued at a mere $84 million. By 
1860, the amount had more than 
doubled. By 1875, it amounted to $1 
billion. 

Roman Catholic Church 
holdings alone amounted to $80 
billion by 1973, with $54 billion of it 
in tax-exempt property. The parcels 
owned in New York City required 29 
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pages in the Catholic Directory, three 
columns to a page, in print so fine it 
invited the use of a magnifying glass, 
according to C. Stanley Lowell in his 
book The Great Church/State Fraud. 
When Alfred Balk wrote the 
article “God Is Rich” for Harper's 
magazine in 1967, church wealth was 
double that of the combined assets of 
the country’s five largest corpora- 
tions. Every year since, it has 
increased. 
According to the Statistical 
Abstract, published by the U.S. 
Continued on Page 70 
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Larry Cano is a 
filmmaker residing in 
Newport Beach, 
California. In 1983 he 
was the executive 
producer of the film 
Silkwood, a project 
started while he was 
still in the graduate film 
program at the UCLA 
film school. His work 
on Silkwood spanned 
over eight years and 
resulted in five 
Academy Award 
nominations. A 
philosophy major as 
an undergraduate, he 
continues to develop 
motion picture projects 
that have social, politi- 
cal and philosophical 
significance. 
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BRINGING TRUTH 
TO THE 
MAINSTREAM 


An interview with 


Larry Cano 


The projects you choose 
would seem difficult to place 
at the Hollywood studios. 
Why is that? 


LC: I have always been interested 
in telling stories that go against the 
grain. Io me, it’s a challenge to 
bring a project forth against 
overwhelming odds. I can’t tell you 
how many people told me that 
Silkwood would never see the light 
of day. But that kind of reaction just 
makes me work all the harder. 
Some of the projects I have been 
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working on are of that genre and 
have taken nearly as long to 
develop. 


TS: What are you working 
on now? 


LC: As a producer, one must work 
on many projects at once. It’s an 
occupational necessity. There’s a 
film in the works on the father of 
the black civil rights movement, A. 
Philip Randolph; a film on the 
history of Spanish land grants in the 
Southwest; a project on the first 
man in space from the Russian 
point of view; a film on the early 
days of slavery in America; and a 
movie addressing the new research 
and discoveries relevant to Jesus the 
man versus Jesus the myth. 


I feel Hollywood has more than 
enough producers chasing the 
high-concept, formula pieces. And 
those movies will always get made. I 
suppose there is a solid market for 
them and there’s nothing wrong 
with good entertainment for its 
own sake. My preference is to 
attempt to bring important issues 
before the public. I want to get 
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people thinking and stimulate 
discussion, and hopefully will 
accomplish that in an entertaining 
and dramatic fashion. 


TS: Tell us about the Jesus 
project. 


LC: It addresses one of the most 
pressing issues of our time. If you 
think about it, almost all of the 
world’s great problems and 
conflicts stem from zealous and 
almost fanatical positions taken by 
proponents of the great religions. 
In man’s religious evolution, each 
religion, it seems, has come to the 
position that they have a monopoly 
on the truth. This kind of thought 
has brought us such calamities as 
the Crusades, the Inquisition, holy 
wars and bombings. Can you 
imagine, all in the name of religion, 
of enlightenment, of peace? Our 
own two-party system in our 
country today is in trouble because 
of the invasion of the Republican 
Party by the religious right. 


TS: So how will you address 
this in a film? 


LC: I am developing a project with 
Tim Leedom entitled The Main 
Man that dramatizes the plight of a 
fictional character, a biblical scholar 
of some renown, who is part of an 
archeological team making new 
discoveries, 4 la the Jesus Seminar 
group. Our character ultimately 
gets in over his head as he is put into 
conflict with the religious right. He 
takes them on in the court of public 
opinion and ultimately hits them 
where it hurts — in the pocketbook! 
It also deals with the end-time 
prophecy (the year 2000 is just 
around the corner), religious intol- 
erance and importantly, it will shed 
light on some of the astounding 
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discoveries that modern scholars 
are making relevant to the first 100 
years of the common era. We want 
to separate the fact from fiction in a 
dramatic fashion so people can 
experience the Main Man of history 
as opposed to the Main Man of 
organized religion. When one 
employs a little critical thinking 
along with an examination of this 
new information available for the 
first time through modern science, 
it is an eye-opener, to say the least. 
The Main Man is an exciting 
project. We are now writing a 
screenplay on it and the book 
should be out in November. Tim is 
the executive producer and the 
driving force behind this project. 
He wrote a manuscript for The 
Main Man that I am turning into a 
screenplay. 


TS: Once the script is 
finished, what will you do 
with the project? 


LC: We will present it to studios 
and independent investors to raise 
the necessary production capital. 
Like the other projects I’m involved 
with, this one is highly controver- 
sial, perhaps even more so, and will 
surely be difficult to mount. But it is 
vitally important to expose people 
to something other than the point 
of view that necessarily requires a 
blind allegiance to interpretations 
of the Bible that have literally been 
written in stone for 2000 years. I 
mean, how does one effectively 
counter the notion that all that is 
contained in the Bible, and all that 
is endorsed by the church power 
structure, comes directly from the 
inherent word of God? That 
intractable position is impossible to 
argue against. 


But there is a growing body of liter- 
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ature now in print that is the work 
product of a number of marvelous 
scholars led by the Jesus Seminar, 
an organization of over 150 acade- 
mics from many disciplines. They 
are standing organized religion on 
its head. It is liberating and refresh- 
ingly thought-provoking to 
discover what really occurred in 
that watershed referred to as the 
first 100 years of the Common Era. 
One can begin to put the history of 
Christianity in the proper perspec- 
tive. One can analyze the various 
forces that were at play as the tenets 
of Christianity were being formed. 
One can begin to discern what 
really took place as opposed to what 
has been written about what 
supposedly had taken place. For 
me, this is cutting-edge and vitally 
important material. 


Unfortunately, I am not sure how 
effectively the current academic 
work will be able to communicate 
these issues to the masses. That’s 
why an effective, dramatic film that 
uses this material as a backdrop is so 
vitally important at this time. It will 
certainly take more than one movie 
to cause individuals to begin to 
think for themselves and begin to 
question important religious issues 
that are currently wrapped up in 
church dogma. Hopefully, this 
effort is one step in the right 
direction. 


TS: It looks like you have 
your work cut out for you. 


LC: Well, win, lose or draw, I hope 
someday to at least be able to say 
I gave it my best shot. I'll go 
on attempting to communicate 
my interpretation of Truth, and 
keep learning along the way. Isn’t 
that what doing philosophy is all 
about? 
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In 1995, I was writing 


a chapter on how easy it is to earn, 
buy, or be awarded a religious 
doctoral degree. This chapter 
appeared in the second edition of 
The Book Your Church Doesn’t Want 
You To Read. My research led to an 
evolution of events that resulted in 
the denial of recognition by the 
United States Department of 
Education to an accrediting agency, 
and its client, Trinity Theological 
Seminary. 

This project began with my 
discovery that a small Christian 
fundamentalist mail-order Bible 
school, ‘Trinity Theological 
Seminary, was slowly and progres- 
sively taking over the educational 
programs of the _ Biblical 
Archaeology Society [BAS] 
(publisher of Biblical Archaeology 
Review). I noticed quickly that 
Trinity Theological Seminary was 
mentioned prominently in Bear’s 
Guide to Earning College Degrees 
Non-Traditionally by John Bear and 
in Walston’s Guide to Earning 
Religious Degrees Non- Traditionally 
by Rick Walston. This mail-order 
Bible school was “accredited” by the 
unrecognized Mom and Pop opera- 
tion, The National Association of 
Private, Nontraditional Schools & 
Colleges. NAPNSC has only seven 
small schools that it “accredits.” 

I wrote a letter to the editor of 
Biblical Archaeology Review (BAR) 
about the situation and Dr. Hershel 
Shanks, founder of BAS and editor 
of BAR, published my letter with his 
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confirmation of my material and a 
response by Dr. Steve Lowe of 
Trinity. All of this exposé material 
took up four pages of fine print in 
BAR. This is thousands of dollars in 
advertisement space devoted to just 


ee 


The smokescreen 
of the mail-order 
Bible schools 
can be blown 
away with a little 
research and 
a few letters. 


TO 


this one now explosive issue. 

I mailed a copy of my published 
letter and the four-page response to 
the representative at the United 
States Department of Education, 
Dr. Karen Kershenstein. She was 
shocked by some of the misinforma- 
tion that was presented by Trinity’s 
Dr. Steve Lowe, especially the idea 
that Trinity was “provisionally 
recognized” by the Department of 
Education. There is no such thing 
as “provisionally recognized.” I 
made sure that this information 
received the widest possible 
circulation. 

After many letters and phone 
calls, I was finally informed that the 
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ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Write to Right a Wrong 


little accrediting agency NAPNSC 
was denied recognition by the 
United States Department of 
Education. My letters and 
NAPNSC’s poor treatment of me 
were cited in the 100 pages of 
review by the Department of 
Education. The full pages of ads 
stating that Trinity offers “fully 
accredited” degrees no longer 
appear in the pages of the Biblical 
Archaeology Review. I expect to watch 
very closely the re-application (if 
this even happens!) of NAPNSC to 
the Department of Education in the 
next twelve to eighteen months. 
NAPNSC has been applying over 
last twenty-one years and has not 
yet been able to meet the standards 
of the Department of Education, so 
I really doubt that they will in the 
future. The types of schools that use 
the “accreditation” of such agencies 
really do not want the kind of 
control and supervision that the 
recognized agencies exercise. 

Any reader of the Truth Seeker 
can do the same kind of detective 
work that I have done. All of the 
books that you need are in every 
public library. The smokescreen of 
the mail-order Bible schools can be 
blown away with a little research 
and a few letters. Get To Work! 


Dr. Alan A. Snow is. world-renowned expert on the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. His works are published in a 
dozen books, and he has lectured throughout the 
U.S. He completed his doctoral thesis on 
Mythology and Astrology in Religion and the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. 
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Mankind has 


communicated 


in many ways for thousands of 
years. One of the oldest methods is 
by the use of symbols, the earliest 
being primitive drawings on cave 
walls. Later, as man’s mind devel- 
oped, so did the use of symbols. 
One of the most interesting uses of 
symbolism is in the ancient 
religions. Thus much of the ancient 
world thinking 1s still with us today. 
For example, we have today, in 
Washington, Dies the 
Washington Monument which is 
an Egyptian obelisk, a phallic 
symbol. It connects to the female 
Oval Office. Next to it is a long 
reflecting pool of water. Water 
itself is also a religious symbol, the 
Fons Vitae or Waters of Life. It was 
understood by the ancients that 
when you were born you came “out 
of your mother’s water” and so if 
one wishes to change one’s life and 
start over, so to speak, one must be 
baptized or submerged in water, 
thereby being “born again” out of 
the water. 

It followed that if the Earth is 
our mother (“Mother Earth” or 
“Mother Nature”) and every year 
in the spring she is impregnated 
with the fluid of life (rain), the 
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They Have Meaning 


@ By Jordan Maxwell 


The Washington Monument 
facing the Oval Office 


source of this fluid must be “God 
the Father.” In the ancient land of 
Canaan, at the start of each year 
they would celebrate the new life 
coming in Spring. Symbolically 
speaking, Mother (Earth) would 
ask God’s Sun (son) to draw water 
(evaporation) so that it could rain 
for the grapes to grow (turn water 
into wine) so they could all 
celebrate the resurrection to new 
life in the spring. This was because 
the Sun (son) which was dead in 
winter came back (resurrected) or 
“Passed Over” to his new life in 
spring. 
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Just as we have major religious 
cults or movements today which 
strongly differ with each other as to 
the correct “way” to the divine or 
God, so it was in the world of our 
ancestors. We find the truly 
ancient “Stella Cult,” or those who 
found God in the stars (astron- 
omy/astrology). Then we have the 
old solar cults or those that recog- 
nized the attributes of God repre- 
sented by the sun, not necessarily 
that the sun was in fact God, but 
the divine qualities of God were 
symbolized by the sun. (Life Giver 
— Provider of Food — Light of 
the World.) 

And of course there are the 
ancient Luna Gods and Goddesses, 
deifications of the moon. This cult 
would naturally begin its days from 
sundown to sundown (when the 
moon appears). And it would 
follow that all Holy Days would 
begin after sundown. The moon 
God of Moses’ day was named Sin 
and his mountain was Sin-ai. 

All religions and governments 
are still influenced by early symbols 
and mythology. We need to get 
back to the origin of the symbols in 
order to understand the sources of 
our fantastic beliefs today. 


Jordan Maxwell is c_ much soughtatter lecturer, televi- 
sion and radio talk show personality. 
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Edelen’s World 


FOUNDING 


FATHERS 
AND 
RELIGION 


I think it is of importance to 
make the actual religious views of 
our primary founding fathers more 
widely known for two reasons: 

1. It has been my observation 
from lectures, radio and television 
talk shows, and private conversa- 
tions that very few Americans know 
what our first six Presidents said 
about Christianity, religion, the 
church and the Bible. 

2. The American people are 
continually lied to by the Christian 
“right” (Pat Robertson, Jerry 
Falwell and other fundamentalists) 
and the political right about the 
religion of our founding fathers. 
Not one of our first six presidents 
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was even remotely “Christian.” 
They were Deist and Humanist, as 
were many other founding fathers. 

I will write on this subject, which 
I have taught at the university level, 
in defense of historical accuracy, 
facts, honesty and integrity, as well 
as to recover some flavor of the way 
it really was, rather than how so 
many fantasize it to have been. 

We are a nation without 
genuine, authentic heroes. My 
heroes are those men and women 
who had, or have, the integrity of a 
Jefferson, Adams or a Madison. 
They never allowed their own 
integrity to become “unhinged.” 

They never spent a phony 
moment or uttered an insincere 
word to placate the Bible-Belt 
mentality. Our first six presidents 
were Deists, classical humanists and 
freethinkers. In their own words 
they said, and wrote, time and again 
that they did not believe in a 
personal God, but only an imper- 
sonal force or providence. They did 
not believe Jesus was divine, as son 
of God, or anything other than a 
Jewish teacher. They did not believe 
that the Bible was sacred, the word 
of God, or anything other than 
literature. Jefferson called the Bible 
a dunghill. These biographical and 
historical facts can be found in any 
major library in this country by 
those who can read. 


John Adams 

There was something mystical 
about the relationship between John 
Adams and Thomas Jefferson. On 
July 4, 1826, America celebrated the 
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50th anniversary of Independence. 
John Adams died on that day, saying 
“Jefferson lives,” but on that same 
day, before sunset, Thomas 
Jefferson died. It is a golden privi- 
lege for me to be able to sit in my 
study and, through the written 
word, listen to these two giants who 
walked the earth. To read the 
Jefferson-Adams letters, and listen 
to them exchange ideas on practi- 
cally every subject known to our 
species, is an inspirational and 
educational experience that is quite 
beyond description. 

As for the religious views of John 
Adams, as with our other Founders, 
Adams was a Humanist who went 
no further in his theology than “in 
the beginning, God.” He did not 
believe in the divinity of Jesus. He 
did not believe in the trinity or any 
of the other Christian doctrines, 
and the Bible was just another book 
to him. In fact, as with others, he 
found Christian doctrine repugnant. 
He had a contempt for the clergy 
and he looked upon the church as 
one of the great tyrannies that 
bound human minds and spirits. 
Naturally, the clergy attacked him. 
John Adams responded to them in 
these words: 

“This is my religion, only this, my 
adoration for the creator of this 
magnificent universe, and delight, joy, 
triumph and exultation in my own 
existence. Even though I am only an 
atom, a molecule in the universe, that is 
all of my religion. So go ahead and snarl, 
bite and howl, all of you Christian 
Calvinistic divines, and all of you who 
say that | am no Christian. Well, I say to 
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you that you are no Christian . . so there, 
the account is balanced.” 

Regarding the doctrine of the 
trinity, that all of our Founders 
found absurd, Adams wrote these 
words to his friend Jefferson: 

“Tom, had you and I been forty days 
with Moses, and even if the great God 
had tried to tell us that three was one, 
and one equals three, you and I would 
never have believed it, for you and | 
could never fall victim to the lie that two 
and two equals five, for we know the 
contrary.” 

Adams signed the Treaty of 
Tripoli, with its article 11, which 
began “The Government of the 
United States is not in any sense 
founded on the Christian religion.” 
Adams was convinced that none of 
the Christian creeds and doctrines 
were in the Bible. They were all 
man-made to give the church and 
the clergy power. And so he wrote: 

“Where do we find a precept in the 
bible for Creeds, Confessions, Doctrines 
and Oaths, and whole carloads of other 
trumpery that we find religion 
encumbered with in these days? . . . the 
doctrine of the divinity of Jesus is made a 
convenient cover for absurdity.” 

One event in his life had a lasting 
effect upon him. In his own town, 
the minister of the First 
Congregational Church was recog- 
nized as the most scholarly minister 
in the town’s history. But officers 
and members of the church did not 
like the scholarship that was being 
brought to them, and so they started 
a vicious campaign against this 
minister with the most slanderous 
character assassination. They spread 
their poison throughout the area. It 
spread, in Adams’ words, “by 
people, drunk on hate; a far more 
despicable intoxication than one 
who is intoxicated by only a 
beverage.” Adams never again had 
any use for the church. 
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Thomas Jefferson 

When John Kennedy was presi- 
dent he hosted a banquet without 
precedent. He invited every living 
American Nobel Prize winner. 
When the guests were seated, 
Kennedy stood and said he wanted 
to offer a toast. He said this: “Never 
has so much talent, so much genius, 
been assembled in one room... since 
Thomas Jefferson dined alone.” 

Jefferson: brilliant philosopher, 
theologian, architect, linguist, 
statesman, scientist, musician, horti- 
culturist, agronomist, scholar, 
humanist, deist and master of the 
civilized arts. 

I have one bust in my study. It is 
of Jefferson. On the base are these 
words: “I have sworn upon the altar 
of God, eternal hostility against 
every form of tyranny over the mind 
of man.” (He uses the word “God” 
as a Deist, not as a Christian; vast 
difference.) He made this scathing 
statement aimed at the tyranny of 
the Christian church. What did he 
think about Christianity? 

The following quotes come from 
Thomas Jefferson: A Profile, by Dr. 
Merrill Peterson, Jefferson 
Foundation Professor, University of 
Virginia (Jefferson’s University.) 

“I have examined all the known 
superstitions of the world, and I do not 
find in our superstitions of Christianity 
one redeeming feature.” 

“Christianity has made one half the 
world fools and the other half 
hypocrites.” 

On Jesus: 

“The day will come when the 
mystical generation of Jesus by a 
supreme being as ‘father,’ in the womb 
of a virgin, will be classed with the fable 
of the generation of Minerva in the brain 
of Jupiter. Rogueries, absurdities and 
untruths were perpetrated about Jesus 
by a large band of dupes and impostors 
led by Paul, the first great corrupter. 
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Unlettered and ignorant men, writing 
long after the events, provide the only 
source of information. Throw out the 
rubbish in the New Testament that is so 
much ignorance, absurdity, untruth, 
charlatanism and imposture.” 

On God: 

“Question with boldness the 
existence of God.” 


James Madison 

“During almost fifteen centuries, the 
legal establishment of Christianity has 
been on trial. What have been its fruits? 
These are the fruits, more or less, in all 
places: pride and indolence in the 
clergy; ignorance and servility in the 
laity; and in both, clergy and laity, 
superstition, bigotry and persecution.” 

— James Madison 

James Madison, the father of the 
Constitution, presented the above 
opinion on Christianity to the 
General Assembly of Virginia in 
1785. Madison, our Fourth 
President, continues: 

“What influence in fact, have 
Christian ecclesiastical establishments 
had on civil society? In many instances 
they have been upholding the thrones of 
political tyranny. In NO instance have 
they been seen as the guardians of the 
liberties of the people. Rulers who 
wished to subvert the public liberty have 
found in the clergy convenient 
auxiliaries. A just government, instituted 
to secure and perpetuate liberty, does 
not need the clergy.” 

In Virginia the Episcopal church 
was established. In 1744 Christians 
of all other sects were being arrested 
and persecuted. Madison addressed 
that septic situation in these words: 
“That diabolical, hell-conceived 
principle of persecution rages; and 
to their eternal infamy, the clergy 
can furnish their quota of imps for 
such a business.” Due to the efforts 
of Madison and Jefferson, the 
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Bolder Landry 


CONTRACT 
WITH 
CONGRESS 


A plan to protect the rights of religious 
dissenters and compel Christians and 
government to obey the law. 


The goal of unchurched 
Americans — an estimated 150 
million — is to see that organized 
religion and government obey the 
U.S. Constitution and laws of the 
land. 

Organized religion is influenc- 
ing elected representatives to enact 
laws regulating the way we live and 
is subsidized at our own expense. 
The object of this contract is to 
first offset the creeping intrusion of 
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the Christian Right bent on 
controlling the country. 

This Contract With Congress is 
steadfast in upholding the separa- 
tion of state and church, and assures 
that religious dissenters’ rights are 
not abridged in employment, 
education, government jobs, 
military branches and public offices. 

This alliance supports such 
conservative aims as welfare 
reforms, term limits, tax relief, 
stricter enforcement of immigra- 
tion laws, etc., but it takes excep- 
tion to rule by religious intrusion in 
government and education. 

The Christian Coalition’s 
“Contract with the American 
Family” is the work of a political 
group of 1.6 million, gearing up to 
dictate the agenda for the U. S. 
Congress. “Contract With 
Congress” is a reminder that what 
happens to government, family, 
education, etc., is a matter for 
reason and a common sense 
approach — not religion! 

The Contract With Congress is 
opposed to allowing this country to 
be turned into a theocracy. It 
reminds the Congress that the 
power of government is derived 
from the “consent of the people” — 
its source is not religious. The 
unchurched do have a right to be 
heard in Congress. 


1. Sacrosanctness of Separation 
of Church and State 
The restoration of freedom from 
religion in a democracy 

The intrusion of religion in 
public schools is causing division 
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and fostering hostility nationwide. 
The nation’s first public school 
system in the mid-nineteenth- 
century received no help from the 
Christian sects. They were opposed 
to free public education. Freedom 
from religion is being violated in 
spite of the the U. S. Constitution. 

Intrusion of religion in public 
schools divides students and public 
opinion. On the other hand 
secularism has never been imposed 
on religious schools. Churches and 
their schools are all protected from 
secular encroachment by the First 
Amendment. 

Ours is not a Christian nation. 
Yet children of all faiths are free to 
attend our public schools at taxpay- 
ers’ expense with no stigma being 
attached to them. 

Religious activities in public 
schools such as church music, 
caroling and prayer are all offensive 
to separation of church and state. 
The founding Christian, Jesus, 
classified those who prayed in 
public as “hypocrites.” (Matt. 6:5.) 
Teaching about religion does not 
offend the First Amendment. 
Religious indoctrination, including 
the above-mentioned activities, 
does. 

Contract With Congress urges 
government to remain neutral in 
matters of religion and to keep all 
public-supported schools secular. 


2. The Constitution Forbids the 
Endorsement of Religion 
National Day of Prayer & Congress 
chaplaincies violate the First 
Amendment. 
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A National Day of Prayer was 
established on April 17, 1952, in 
defiance of the First Amendment 
(“Congress shall make no law . . .”). 
Our nation was built on rules of 
“Laws and ideas of justice,” not on 
colonial prayers. Government 
involvement in prayer planning is 
not only unconstitutional but shows 
preference. 

The same reasoning applies to 
chaplaincies in both houses of 
Congress. Opening each day’s 
deliberations with a prayer by a 
chaplain implies that members of 
Congress are incapable of decision 
making without the aid of an 
outside force. Additionally, the 
annual cost of chaplains is over a 
quarter of a million dollars. 

Contract With Congress calls 
for: 1. an end to National Prayer 
Day, and 2. an end to chaplains in 
Congress. Both are a violation of 
the U. S. Constitution. 


3. Restoring Secular Services to 
Secular Agencies 

Legislative action to forbid organized 
religion from participating in all social 
relief services. 

Administration of our nation’s 
social services is a “public and civic 
duty,” and should not be placed into 
the hands of organized religion. 
Ironically the government, federal, 
state, city and county, pay hundreds 
of millions annually to churches to 
administer relief programs with 
“taxpayers’ money.” 

Under the guise of freedom of 
religion, religious profiteers take 
advantage of social relief services to 
advance their cause. Evangelism has 
become organized big business. It is 
now involved in education, hospi- 
tals, recreation, real estate, pension 
systems, and much more. Annually 
they rake in millions — Tax-Free 
— in flagrant violation of the U. S. 
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Constitution. 

Contract With Congress points 
out that religious intrusion in social 
services provokes hatred, divides 
people and in the process destroys 
its own credibility. 


4. Promoting Sex Education in 
Public Schools 

Enactment of strong legislation to 
enhance sex education in public schools. 

Contract With Congress is in 
favor of improving America’s school 
system, but it cannot do it with the 
promiscuous teenage out-of- 
control sexual behavior. Americans 
cannot remain apathetic or tolerant 
of overpopulation when faced with 
the following facts: 

1. U.S. leads the world with 
fatherless families; 

2. more than a million teenagers 
become pregnant each year; 

3. about 73% of black teenagers 
have babies out of wedlock; 

4. U. S. now has an army of 
about 12 million illegitimate 
children; 

5. annual health care costs $30 
billion in special services to 
teenagers with babies. 

Pregnant teens usually quit 
school, some lose parental support, 
and many turn to alcohol and drugs 
and have repeat pregnancies. They 
not only create a permanent under- 
class of unschooled, unskilled, and 
unemployables, but become 
underwriters of illegitimacy and 
overload the welfare system. 

Americans have a moral stake in 
putting an end to children having 
children. We do not advocate 
increased spending, but since 
parents fail to properly educate 
their children on matters of sex, the 
problem falls on public schools. 

Contract with Congress urges 
swift passage of meaningful sex 
education in public schools to 
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rescue our youth from the teenage 
trap. 


5. Terminate Oath Taking on 
the Bible and Religious Motto 
on Currency 

The U.S. Constitution forbids the 
endorsement of religion, consequently 
the phrases: “So help me God,” and 
“In God We Trust” are unconstitu- 
tional and show preference for a partic- 
ular religion (Iheism). 

1. Oath taking for public office 
and court system using the expres- 
sion “So Help Me God” is a direct 
violation of Article VI which 
forbids a “religious test.” Even 
Christ forbids taking an oath in 
public (Matt. 5:34-37). 

2. On our money system the 
phrase “in God We Trust” is an 
intrusion of religion in direct viola- 
tion of separation of church and 
state. The U.S. Constitution has 
NO “so help me God” and this 
should not be included in the oath. 
Oath taking should be done on the 
Constitution — not the Bible 
because it shows preference for a 
particular religion — Christianity. 
Our monetary secular slogan 
should return to “E Pluribus 
Unum” (Of Many One). 


6. Prohibit Religious Rituals 
That Kill or Mutilate Children 
and Animals 
Responsibility for the health, safety and 
welfare of all Americans devolves 
directly upon the government. 
Medicine has traditionally 
incurred the hostility of religion. 
Vaccination, chloroform and 
quinine were all denounced as 
“sinful” and “contrary to Holy 
Writ.” The battle of medicine 
against suffering was finally won — 
however, there are some religions 
which withhold medical treatment 
Continued on Page 72 
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Holmeswork 


William T. Holmes 


THREE 
CLASSES 


It’s time to redefine our class 
structure. “Upper,” “middle” and 
“lower,” relate primarily to wealth. 
These old classifications have 
nothing to do with what is most 
important: how we affect each 
other. What’s really important to 
distinguish is the degree and kind of 
control we would impose on each 
other. 

Generally, there are those who 
want to control others (Rulers), 
those who want to be controlled 
(Serfs) and those who want neither 
(Libertarians). Rulers tell Serfs what 
to do for their own good (where 
“their” is subject to interpretation). 
Serfs are happy to be told what to 
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do. Libertarians just want to be left 
alone. 

Rulers can wear badges, 
uniforms or titles to distinguish 
them from everyone else. Serfs can 
be branded or bar-coded with their 
social security and driver license 
numbers “for convenience.” 
Libertarians hate all symbols of 
authority or subservience, so we 
don’t have to worry about mis- 
identifying them. 

Rulers tell Serfs how to behave: 
what speed to drive, what helmets to 
wear, what to ingest or inject, what 
to watch or hear, etc. for their own 
good. If they misbehave, Serfs are 
fined or imprisoned, or killed if they 
resist, even when there is no victim 
— no person or property has been 
harmed. Serfs want a riskless world 
in which they are protected from 
even their own stupidity or 
irresponsibility or that of their 
children. They don’t understand 
that mistakes are part of the learning 
process, and for the lesson to be 
learned, they must be held fully 
accountable for their actions. 
They’d rather blame someone else 
for their mistakes. They want every 
behavior codified, every product 
tested and every business and trade 
sanctioned or prohibited. They will 
happily tolerate innumerable, 
complicated and often conflicting 
rules in their utopian quest for 
safety. When force doesn’t work, 
they ask for more force. 
Libertarians know that it’s in their 
best interest to be considerate of 
others and their property, because 
their sensitivities and property will 
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be respected in return. They accept 
full responsibility for their actions 
and the actions of their minor 
children, including any damage to 
property they may cause. If there is a 
disagreement, they seek private 
arbitration and collection services 
before resorting to a government 
judicial system. 

Rulers disarm Serfs and charge 
them for their protection. Serfs are 
too cowardly or lazy to defend 
themselves. They are happy to be 
“protected” by police who in reality 
can only try to catch the bad guy 
after the damage has been done. 
When police are too busy chasing 
vicitimless ‘criminals’ to be respon- 
sive, Serfs demand more police. 
When the police injure nearly four 
times more innocents than victims 
do defending themselves, Serfs 
demand more police. Libertarians 
defend themselves and their 
property at their own expense. Only 
when that has failed do they resort 
to their police, whose only duty is to 
protect persons, their liberty and 
their property. 

Rulers tell Serfs how much of the 
fruits of their labor they can keep. 
Serfs are happy to have a quarter or 
more of their earnings spent by 
Rulers who can spend it more wisely 
than they. Rulers are happy to give 
most of the Serfs’ income to their 
privileged friends. Serfs are happy 
to see the Rulers give some Serfs 
something for nothing. Serfs clamor 
for more of their income to be taken 
by Rulers, so that more of them will 
get more benefits. Rulers are happy 
to oblige, because it eases their guilt. 
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No matter that forced transfers of 
wealth always hurt far more Serfs 
than they help. Good intentions are 
more important than results. 
Libertarians know best how to 
benefit themselves and others with 
their earnings. 

Rulers use the property of Serfs 
as they please without compensa- 
tion. Serfs believe that abstractions 
like “society” and “the public good” 
are superior to the individual, so 
they are happy to have the property 
of others confiscated or its use 
limited. Buying the property would 
cost something and stealing it could 
be dangerous should its owner 
attempt to defend it. Having Rulers 
steal it or limit its use allows Serfs to 
benefit from the property of others 
at no cost or risk to themselves. 
Libertarians maintain their 
property to maximize its value, 
respect the property rights of 
others. Libertarians acquire 
property they want undeveloped 
(environmentally sensitive) or 
developed in a certain manner. 
Libertarians defend their property 
and prosecute the trespass of 
persons on their property, including 
pollution to the extent of the repair 
cost or property value loss. 

Rulers have complete dominion 
over vast amounts of “public” 
property from open land to parks 
and roads, where Serf access and 
behavior is strictly controlled. Serfs 
are happy to pay for the property, its 
‘improvement’, its maintenance and 
its litigation-related expenses in 
exchange for “free” use of the 
property, or to deny other access to 
it. Libertarians have no public 
property. Even the few government 
offices are leased from private 
property owners. Property owners 
retain all property rights and liabili- 
ties. Libertarians pay a toll for each 
use of roads, parks and open spaces. 
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Their quality is superior and cost 
and congestion less than that of the 
public lands allowed the Serfs, 
because the owner has the incentive 
to make them attractive and the 
power to set higher prices when the 
demand is highest and vice versa, 
dispersing the load on their 
property over time and minimizing 
congestion. 


Libertarians teach 
their own children, 
or pay for their 
education where, by 
whom and how they 
want. Libertarian 
children are taught 
to be principled, 
innovative, 
independent, 
self-governing 
and to question 
authority. 


TO 


Rulers tell Serfs for how much 
they can work and who they can 
hire. Older Serfs don’t want compe- 
tition from younger Serfs or foreign 
Serfs, so they like labor laws. Rulers 
are happy to oblige, because the 
larger the number of perpetually 
unemployed Serfs who are depen- 
dent on the good intentions of the 
Rulers, the more votes the Rulers 
will get. Obnoxious and unproduc- 
tive Serfs like rules that force 
employers to hire them and make it 
nearly impossible to fire them. The 
old Serfs believe “retirement” is a 


TRUTH SEEKER 


good concept, especially when 
younger Serfs are compelled to pay 
for it. Libertarians work as long, for 
whom, with whom they want for as 
much as they can get, and in 
whatever manner they please. They 
know that the only businesses that 
will prosper and survive the compe- 
tition of an unregulated market are 
those that hire the best for the least 
without non-economic bias toward 
race or sex or any of the other 
categories into which Serfs are 
divided by Rulers. 

Ruler children go to special 
schools where they are taught they 
are elite and meant to rule Serfs. 
Mastering the art of sophistry is the 
orily requirement for graduation. 
Serfs would rather pay high rates for 
low-quality education and have the 
Rulers teach their children to be 
good Serfs than allow a few Serfs to 
teach their children strange things. 
Serf children are taught to compro- 
mise, get along, be subservient, 
good workers and to respect all 
authority. There are no perfor- 
mance requirements other than 
being in school long enough to 
graduate. Libertarians teach their 
own children, or pay for their 
education where, by whom and how 
they want. Libertarian children are 
taught to be principled, innovative, 
independent, self-governing and to 
question authority. Developing 
communication skills (English), a 
basic understanding of how things 
work (math, physics, chemistry, 
biology, geology) and a sense of 
their place in space and time 
(geography, archeology, history, 


anthropology) are common 
requirements. 

Which class are you, Ruler, Serf 
or Libertarian? 


William Holmes, o former aerospace engineer, is a 
Libertarian and an Internet activist. 
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Alvin Bernstein 


THE 
EMPIRICAL 


Way 
VERSUS 


FACT 
FATIGUE 


The empirical bent, or intensi- 
fied sensitivity to the fact-filled 
world outside the individual, has 
been one of modern history’s 
outstanding features. Connected 
with this has been the assumption 
that the external world is 
autonomous and separate from the 
self, a world in which a thing still 
exists when attention is withdrawn 
from it. Equally significant is yet 
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another assumption: that the 
individual passively absorbs stimuli, 
an idea very prominent in John 
Locke’s empirical theory of knowl- 
edge. This idea encourages a 
modesty before experience, an 
inclination to prolonged observa- 
tion prior to action, almost a 
delayed reaction. It is a compromise 
whereby we permit ourselves to 
take a good objective look at things 
before we transform things to suit 
ourselves. It is not only a prime 
stimulant to material prosperity, but 
also to the liberty of the individual 
and the secular orientation as well. 

The idea of passivity in the face 
of the storm of experience tends to 
discourage belief in free will. Yet, 
paradoxically, deprecating free will 
does not debar superior achieve- 
ment. Abraham Lincoln did not 
believe in freedom of the will, but 
can his accomplishments be 
ignored? It appears that skepticism 
about free will helps cure the vice of 
self-glorification or soul conceit. 
Exaggerated emphasis on the will, 
as exemplified by a Hitler, a 
Mussolini or a Stalin, has been one 
of the curses of the twentieth 
century. 

Challenges to the empirical 
inclination are ubiquitous. Why? 
The answer may be sought in what 
this writer terms “fact fatigue.” 
Multitudes are repelled by what 
they regard as an excess of stimuli 
from outside themselves and by the 
threat to self-esteem such alleged 
excess implies. Their exposure to 
external reality is, therefore, partial 
and usually confined to a minimum 
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of practical matters. They retreat to 
spirituality, meaning that they exalt 
themselves into a feeling of superi- 
ority over the world beyond their 
skins. They avoid the accusation of 
spiritual arrogance by claiming 
humility before God. Yet what is 
God but the human being’s alter 
ego, the stratagem whereby we raise 
ourselves to an unnecessarily high 
level? 

It is noteworthy that such pueril- 
ity is not only confined to religious 
people but also extends to many 
claiming a fondness for scientific 
realism. The Marxists come to 
mind. The following confession of 
Leon Trotsky, one of the forgers of 
the communist revolution in 
Russia, serves as evidence: 

“The dull empiricism, the 
unabashed, cringing worship of the 
fact were odious to me. Beyond the 
facts, | looked for laws ... in every 
sphere | felt that | could move and act 
only when.I held in my hand the 
thread of the general. The social 
revolutionary radicalism which has 
become the permanent pivot for my 
whole inner life grew out of the 
intellectual enmity toward the striving 
for petty ends, toward out-and-out 
pragmatism, toward all that is 
ideologically without form and 
theoretically ungeneralized.”' 

One sees that Trotsky was averse 
to loosely floating facts not yet 
cemented by general ideas or 
theories. His impatient yearning for 
the general was akin to the yearning 
of religious minds for spirituality. 
Like them, he indulged in the 

Continued on Page 73 
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THOUG 


by Gerald Angelo Cirrincione 


DARE 


To 
QUESTION 


Questions bring changes that 
stimulate further questions. A 
question can transform you. 

Have you become lazy or indif- 
ferent or inhibited about using 
your power to ask questions? 
When you were a child, were your 
questions belittled, stifled, or 
ignored? Unleash the questioner 
inside of you. Nothing will renew 
you faster than a strong direct 
question. Ask and find out. Then 
watch what happens. 

It’s impossible to replace just 
one idea. When you acquire a new 
concept, re-work an old thought, 
or simply discard an outmoded 
opinion, you cause reverberations 
throughout your mind. Each 
change in your thinking causes you 
to change in other ways. This 
affects your emotions and your 
actions and consequently others’ 
reactions to you. Like a pebble 
dropped in a pond, a fresh idea 
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sends ripples to every part of you. 
Why? 

Your thoughts have logical 
relationships to each other. They 
are not separate; they interconnect. 
Revising one of your ideas has 
implications for other ideas, which 
in turn affects still other ideas. A 
kind of intellectual chain reaction 
takes place. 

Sometimes this process is 
sudden and dramatic. Almost 
without warning, you feel as 
though you’ve been knocked head 
over heels. Usually, however, the 
process is slower and more deliber- 
ate. It often takes years or even a 
lifetime of careful, painstaking 
thought to work things out. 

Your thoughts are your 
offspring and they reside inside 
your brain and nervous system. 
Even apparently unrelated 
thoughts dwell together within the 
intimacy of your mental 
household. 

Thoughts aren’t inanimate. 
Your thoughts are alive. They 
grow, develop, and mature. They 
interact. They even reproduce. 
Part and product of your living 
biological organism, they are 
nourished by your aliveness. 

Because they are in your brain 
and nervous system, your thoughts 
are neighbors, roommates. Your 
ideas don’t just affect your brain 
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and nervous system, they live in 
your nervous system just as fish live 
in a pond. The difference is that 
your nervous system can be aware 
of the ideas that inhabit it. 
Nevertheless, your thoughts are 
bio-entities, they are as alive as 
your heart and your blood. 

Although thoughts have life, 
they aren’t autonomous or 
self-sufficient. They don’t have 
independent existence; they aren’t 
capable of locomotion. They can’t 
migrate, or be moved, from one 
brain to another. Your thoughts are 
completely dependent on you for 
their life. They arise within and are 
confined to your individual psyche. 
Théy’re restricted to the 
eco-system of your personal 
neuro-physiology. 

A thought has as its raw material 
what you see, hear, touch, taste, 
and smell. When your senses 
become aware of something, a 
representation of it enters your 
nervous system. Your spontaneous 
natural reflex of considering goes 
to work on it, adding to the 
thoughts teeming in your brain. 

How could anything that your 
organism produces and maintains 
within itself not be alive, not be 
part of the organism? Your 
thoughts are connected with every- 
thing else that your organism 
produces. Your ideas are alive only 
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because you are. Partaking of your 
vitality, your thoughts influence you 
and each other, sometimes in unpre- 
dictable ways. 

There is no better example of this 
than a question. A question is a very 
special kind of thought, which 
uniquely affects your thinking. 

A question is a call to thought. It is 
an invitation to look, listen, and 
consider. It begins an inquiry. It is a 
kind of pointer. It directs your atten- 
tion. A question can succinctly outline 
what you want to think about next 
and how you want to think about it. A 
question can give direction to your 
intellectual efforts. 

A question longs for information 
or understanding. It wants more. It is 
a dissatisfaction with one’s intellectual 
status quo. My understanding isn’t 
deep enough, it says. My knowledge 
has gaps. When expressed clearly, it 
can also tell other people what you 
want to know. 

Questions say, Let me grow. I will 
not stand pat. I am searching, seeking. 
A question is the most optimistic 
thing in the world. It indicates hope, a 
belief that it is possible to know what 
we don’t currently know, to under- 
stand what we don’t currently under- 
stand. Children, who are brimming 


with innocence and trust, are question 


machines. 

Questions have a limited life span. 
They grow out of what we now know. 
They burn brightly until they are 
answered. Then they disappear and 
other ones light up. 

Nothing is beyond question. 
Nothing is unquestionable. 
Everybody has the right to ask any 
question about anything. The 
questions that occur to you are yours. 
They indicate that you are ready to 
rise from one level of knowledge and 
understanding to the next. 
Ultimately, then, only you have the 
responsibility to answer your own 
questions. The highest form of 
question is the one that you ask of 
yourself. 
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A question must be crafted with 
care, because it will influence the 
tone and direction of your inquiry. 
The danger is that the question will 
bias or short-circuit your search. It is 
a bridge to an unknown destination, 
because we do not know what we do 
not know. A successful question 
makes us want to answer it. It has no 
hidden agenda. It isn’t devious. It is 
sincere, open, and aboveboard. It 
doesn’t pry, accuse, insinuate, or 
attempt to entrap. 

Questions are not merely a means 
to an end, the answer. They are 
full-fledged thoughts. We need to 
give questions all of the respect they 
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Philosophy ts 
questions that 
may never be 
answered. 
Religion ts 
answers that 
may never be 
questioned. 


— Source Unknown 
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deserve. I admire questions. A good 
question thrills me. I adore a mind 
that crackles with questions. I admire 
a personality with the guts to ask a 
question. 

Answers lead to further questions. 
This is the endless fun and challenge 
of life. A question leads to an answer 
which leads to another question. 

A good question is more than half 
the solution. It is never a waste of 
time. It takes us into the heart of the 
matter. 

Begin with questions, lots of 
them. The more the merrier. How 
many can you think of? Now think of 


some more. Raise as many as you 
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can. Let yourself go. Ask questions 
without pride or shame. Ask 
honestly what you really want to 
know. Be willing to appear dumb, to 
ask a silly question that reveals your 
ignorance. Drop your pose. You will 
stimulate your own thinking as well 
as that of others. 

To be ethical, questioning 
another person must be non-violent. 
There must be no torture, no 
threats, no inquisitions, no interro- 
gations. Ideally, such questioning 
will be a relaxed, voluntary activity of 
equals. Nobody owes anybody an 
answer. Everybody always has a right 
to remain silent. 

There is an art to phrasing a 
question without being offensive, 
although sometimes this is 
inevitable, when one approaches 
touchy people or taboo subjects. 
Rigid, repressive, coercive, dishon- 
est, unresponsive, bureaucratic, 
dogmatic, hypocritical, and secretive 
people and institutions are particu- 
larly intolerant of questions. They 
know how vulnerable they are. 

There is likewise an art to being 
asked a question. Don’t feel 


_ pressured or attacked. Take a deep 


breath. Understand the question. It 
is an opportunity to reconsider, to 
take another look. It is not a cue to 
prove how smart you are. 

Before you answer a question, 
quietly question it. What is it 
implying? What does the question 
assume? Is it unfairly sending the 
answer in a particular direction? 
Does it set up a false set of alterna- 
tives? Does it imply a particular 
conceptual framework? Does it bias 
the answer? A good question focuses 
attention without distorting 
anything. 

We must dare to question every- 
thing, even our questions 
themselves. : 


Gerald Angelo Girrincione preaches a timeless message 


that hails thinking as humanity's greatest asset. 
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THOMAS PAINE COFFEEHOUSE 


@ By Sam Warren, Frank Mortyn, and William B. Lindley 


The Thomas Paine Coffee- 
house is a reality. The Humanists in 
San Diego, after all these years, 
have their own home. The grand 
opening was September 21 with 
Steve Allen as honored guest. In his 
usual witty style he talked about 
society and politics and fielded 
questions from the audience. He 
also signed his latest book titled But 
Seriously .. . Steve Allen Speaks His 
Mind. 

Lifvall istartedeiwhenyithe 
Freethinkers’ Society, a 501 (c) (3) 
corporation founded by James 
Hervey Johnson, acquired a new 
Board of Directors consisting of 
officers of three local Humanist 
organizations: the Humanist 
Fellowship of San Diego (HFSD), 
the San Diego Area Secular 
Humanists (SANDASH) and the 
Humanist Association of San Diego 
(HASD). Thanks go to Bonnie 
Lange, publisher of the Truth 
Seeker, for facilitating this change. 

One of the members of the 
Humanist Fellowship offered to 
put up enough money for us to get 
our own meeting place if the funds 
were matched. At just the right time 
the James Hervey Johnson 
Charitable Educational Trust (with 
Bonnie Lange and Kevin Munnelly 
as new Co- Trustees) promptly 
offered to match the funds. 

The partners of the Wikiup 
Cafe and Intersection Art Gallery 
split, and the remaining partner, 
Ruben Seja, an internationally- 
known muralist who shares our 
conviction of logic over supersti- 
tion, was looking for someone to 
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take over the coffeehouse part of 
the business. Alan Mandelberg, 
HFSD program chairman, owner 
of Capital Resources, did the 
negotiating and put the package 
together. Without all these people 
coming together at the right time, 
this “miracle” could never have 
happened. 

Of special interest is that the 
Thomas Paine Coffeehouse also 
exists in cyberspace. Its World 
Wide Web address (URL) is quite 
simple: http://www.freethought. 
com. This website provides 
connections to many interesting 


freethought areas. This cyberspace 


connection will soon be available to 
patrons of the Coffeehouse in the 
form of three computer terminals 
on site. There are also plans for the 
James Hervey Johnson Memorial 
Library to become part of the 
coffeehouse. With donations of 
valuable historical material by 
Frank Mortyn and others, the 
library has a jump-start on 
becoming a serious and worthwhile 
professionally structured library 
within the coffeehouse complex. 
Stop by the website for a visit in 
cyberspace or drop by the new 
Thomas Paine Coffeehouse at 4247 
Park Boulevard in San Diego! 


Steve Allen signed books at the Sept. 21 opening of Thomas Paine Coffee House 
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I do not claim that I have floated 
level with the heights of thought, or 
that I have descended to the very 
depths of things. I simply claim that 
what ideas I have, I have a right to 
express; and that any man who denies 
that right to me is an intellectual thief 
and robber. That is all. 

Take those chains from the human 
soul. Break those fetters. If I have no 
right to think, why have I a brain? If I 
have no such right, have three or four 
men, or any number, who may get 
together, and sign a creed, and build a 
house, and put a steeple upon it, anda 
bell in it — have they the right to 
think? The good men, the good 
women are tired of the whip and lash 
in the realm of thought. They 
remember the chain and fagot with a 
shudder. They are free, and they give 
liberty to others. Whoever claims any 
right that he is unwilling to accord to 
his fellow-men is dishonest and 
infamous. 


Excerpted from The Liberty of Man, Woman and 
Child, an essay by Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Robert G. Ingersoll was a noted orator of the late 
1800s and an early contributor to the Truth Seeker. 


Perversion | 


Continued from Page 11 

tion, the invitation to homemade 
cartels set a precedent for the kind of 
business-government relationships 
that was in the 1920s to become the 
pattern of [Warren G. Harding’s] 


normalcy.”" 


The Paternalistic State 

Easy credit during the 1920s 
distorted the nation’s capital structure 
and led to an economic downturn that 
Herbert Hoover’s interventionist 
policies turned into the Great 
Depression. Franklin Roosevelt took 
Herbert Hoover’s Progressive 


56 Focus 


formula to extremes. The extent to 
which he augmented government 
power is, of course, well-recognized. 
But what is seldom acknowledged is 
the debt his approach owed to 
mercantilist theories popular in seven- 
teenth-century England. The 
alphabet soup of endless federal 


a 


The assumption 
that personal 
Savings, 
entrepreneurial 
investment, and thus 
capital formation 
was programmable 
by some astute 
social engineer; that 
the product of 
choices made by 
hundreds of millions 
of Americans ona 
daily basis could be 
distilled into policies 
that could be 
coordinated and 
directed by political 
authority... 


bureaucracies Roosevelt established 
were in many cases twentieth-century 
descendants of political organizations 
in mercantilist England. 

In gathering unprecedented 
authority around itself, the Roosevelt 
administration was charged at the 
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time of the New Deal with an affinity 
for Fascist policies. While the charges 
were far from totally accurate, the 
philosophic parallels between 
emergency reform measures imposed 
by Roosevelt and the economic 
policies enacted in Italy and Germany 
were undeniable. 

So close to home did the charge of 
Fascism strike that Roosevelt felt it 
necessary to respond: “Some people 
call our new policy Fascism,” he wrote 
in 1934. “It is not Fascism because its 
inspiration springs from the mass of 
the people themselves rather than 
from a class or group or marching 
army.” 17 

Roosevelt’s response was weak and 
revealing. Both Hitler and Mussolini 
had, at times, experienced strong 
support among the masses; Hitler’s 
electoral foundation before he 
assumed power in 1933 had been 
substantial and growing for years. In 
addition, Roosevelt’s implicit assump- 
tion that democracies had no affinity 
for tyranny had been questionable as 
far back as the execution of Socrates. 
Furthermore, as was mentioned 
earlier, the philosophical foundation 
upon which New Deal collectivism 
stood had been brought to the United 
States by thousands of students of 
German Idealism as the nineteenth 
century wound down. So in at least 
that sense, the New Deal and 
European totalitarianism sprang from 
common soil. 

After Roosevelt, Truman’s policy 
thrusts were at times seemingly more 
radical, for the crisis of depression and 
war had ended. After six months in 
office the new President proposed: 
increasing the minimum wage, a 
national housing and slum clearance 
program, the creation of a Fair 
Employment Practice Commission, 
government-sponsored scientific 
research, a national program for 
resource development, subsidies for 
farmers and small businesses, a public 
works program as well as retention of 
the draft, retention of certain wartime 
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powers and assorted economic 
controls. Faced with these proposals, 
some, especially Southern Democrats, 
can be excused if they thought they 
discerned John Quincy Adams’ brand 
of liberalism on the throne and began 
desperately and futilely casting around 
for another Andrew Jackson. 

Truman’s ideas here are reminis- 
cent of broad-minded mercantilists 
who in their conception of a society 
collectively whole sought to use power 
to command a balance within the 
nation. While Truman’s goals were 
more rounded than those who simply 
advocated commercial domination, 
the effort to impose a just order has 
always been futile. Even in earlier 
centuries, human existence had been 
too dynamic and complex for a social 
balance ever to be achieved by author- 
ity, much less maintained. The whole 
notion of an imposed order was an 
explicit rejection of a free society and a 
natural order. One is reminded of Ben 
Franklin’s admonition about those 
who would trade freedom for security 
deserve, and will get, neither. 

Frustrated in its attempts to 
command the fruits of liberty at home 
and committed to an unpopular 
“Police Action” in Korea, the Truman 
administration gave way to 
Eisenhower. 

The Eisenhower administration, 
despite its announced desire of 
“reining in the galloping pace of 
federal spending and balancing the 
budget within two years,” did not 
challenge any vital Progressive 
assumptions about the need for power 
to exert control. After all, from 
Hamilton to Lincoln to Theodore 
Roosevelt to Herbert Hoover, the idea 
of a powerful activist central govern- 
ment was, until the Progressive age, 
exclusively a conservative notion. 


Old Wine in a New Bottle 
Eisenhower's restraint gave way to 

Kennedy’s youthful aggressiveness, 

both foreign and domestic. While 


much of it was not implemented 
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during his lifetime, President 
Kennedy’s domestic agenda was 
comprehensive and costly. His general 
program included expansions of 
Medicare and Social Security, greater 


The day the 
American people 
recognize that 
they have no ethical 
right to employ 
third-rate lawyers 
as politicians to 
coerce their 
neighbors, all 
conspiracies 
seeking to 
subjugate liberty 
to authority will 
see the basis 
of their power 
evaporate 
and will collapse. 
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federal involvement in education, civil 
rights legislation, a time extension for 
unemployment compensation, 
increased minimum wage, a larger 
food stamp program and increased 
subsidies and price supports for farm 
products.” And, of course, responding 
to Soviet advances in rocketry, the 
President initiated the race to the 
moon. As a result, the federal budget 
grew from $81.5 billion to $97.7 
billion. These numbers seem small 
today, but they nonetheless repre- 
sented a 19.8% increase in govern- 
ment spending in less than 1,000 days, 
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and continued the march of liberal 
political theory into an apology for the 
traditional conservative structure of a 
powerful central state. 

It was during the Kennedy- 
Johnson era that the economic 
theories of collective control which 
had been evolving for decades in the 
United States were given free rein 
under the administration’s desire to 
reinitiate neo-mercantiist expansion. 
Professor Nicolas Spulber noted: 
“Walter Heller, the chief architect of 
the New Economics, stressed that 
only heavy reliance on the budget 
[meaning deficit spending and infla- 
tion] could guarantee the maintenance 
of steady growth.” Arthur Okun, 
looking back proudly on this period 
from a 1969 vantage point emphasized 
what he called “unprecedented 


’ prosperity” thanks to their (New 


Economists) “vigorous and more 
consistent application of the tools of 
economic policy which contributed to 
the obsolescence of the business cycle 
pattern and the refutation of the 
stagflation myths.”*’ Okun was 
indulging in some wishful thinking. 
Throughout the back half of the 
decade, inflation had been clearly 
rising even as economic growth 
slowed. Before long, liberal econo- 
mists like John Kenneth Galbraith, 
who had casually dismissed traditional 
free-market theories, were incorpo- 
rating coercive methods thousands of 
years old into their New Economics 
by calling for wage and price controls. 
Even more outlandish, economist 
Paul Samuelson, who would be 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 1970, was 
proclaiming about this time that 
“whatever rate of capital formation the 
American people want to have, the 
American system can, by proper 
choice of fiscal and monetary 
program, contrive to do.” ” 

This was heady stuff — and 
complete nonsense. The assumption 
that personal savings, entrepreneurial 
investment, and thus capital formation 
was programmable by some astute 
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social engineer; that the product of 
choices made by hundreds of millions 
of Americans on a daily basis could be 
distilled into policies that could be 
coordinated and directed by political 
authority revealed what F. A. Hayek in 
his Nobel Prize acceptance speech 
called a “pretense of knowledge” and a 
remarkable capacity for self-delusion 
— to say nothing of its acute implica- 
tions for economic freedom. 

The desire for higher growth rates 
under the liberals’ New Economic 
theory meant still more increases in 
the money supply and in government 
spending. This was undertaken with 
the result that an elevated inflation 
rate arrived with increasingly distorted 
economic growth. During the late 
1950s and throughout the 1960s, 
dramatic expansion of the money 
supply brought America’s promise to 
redeem overseas dollars in gold under 
extreme pressure. In 1965 the United 
States abandoned silver coinage as the 
market value of silver rose above the 
legal tender value of the coins. The 
year 1968 was characterized by 
currency crises and devaluations. By 
1971 the flight from reality had ended. 
The Nixon administration finally 
admitted the fraudulence of the 
nation’s promises and ended gold 
redemption for overseas dollars (it had 
been illegal to possess gold in the U.S. 
since FDR called in all privately 
owned gold). With the artificial prop 
for the dollar removed, foreigners 
began dumping dollars and America’s 
exported inflation soon came roaring 
back home. 

After the two futile conservative 
administrations of Richard Nixon and 
Gerald Ford, Americans sent Jimmy 
Carter to the White House. Despite 
Carter’s portrayal of himself as 
offering a fresh approach, the policies 
he followed were fully in line with a by 
now very tired Progressive attempt to 
structure the economy in accordance 
with the wishes of political authority. 
In bona fide mercantilist fashion, 
Carter created new central bureaucra- 
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cies to attack symptoms rather than 
root problems. The Department of 
Education was authority’s response to 
the growing failure of government 
schools while price controls, rationing 
and the Department of Energy repre- 
sented the administration’s futile 
answer to price hikes associated with 
an Arab oil cartel replacing a Western 
oil consortium. 

The Carter administration, under 
the influence of conservative, 
mercantilist assumptions that now 
dominate liberal political philosophy, 
was overwhelmed by events it did not 
understand — events that led to the 
election of Ronald Reagan and 
George Bush. With these two men, 
the inability of conservatives to effect 
a return of America’s classical liberal 
values became obvious. 

One result of the philosophical 
inbreeding that has characterized 
conservatives and liberals for a 
century has been the ability of 
“conspiracy” figures to manipulate 
both sides of America’s ostensibly 
different political ideologies. Groups 
like the Roundtable, the 
Bildebergers, the Council on Foreign 
Relations and the more recent 
Trilateral Commission have been 
well-represented in leadership 
positions on both sides of the political 
debate. 

The persuasiveness of their 
presence has created an aura of a 
powerful and personal conspiracy. 
But the issue runs far deeper than 
that. Power has always conspired 
against liberty in the effort to retain its 
authority, and until liberty achieves its 
final victory, conspiracies always will 
be present. While conspiracy theories 
among the oppressed can help propel 
liberty’s challenge to illegitimate 
authority — as they did in America 
during the 1760s and ’70s — it is 
important to remember that those 
who would control us are totally 
dependent on our ignorance. The day 
the American people recognize that 
they have no ethical right to employ 
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third-rate lawyers as politicians to 
coerce their neighbors, all conspira- 
cies seeking to subjugate liberty to 
authority will see the basis of their 
power evaporate and will collapse. 


Freeland Chew has his Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering and a Master of Science in Systems 
Management. It was from a serious and selfdirected 
study of Amercian history that he developed the 
individualism that characterizes his perspective on 
events current and past. 
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Deistic and one step away from 
Naturalism or Atheism, all of which 
Robison perceived as evil. 

The recruitment of women was 
one aspect of Weishaupt’s efforts 
Robison had a serious problem with. 
While the author believed there to 
be no deficiency in the female mind 
in talent or disposition, he saw them 
as the upholders of morality and 
what was right in the world. In spite 
of this seeming liberated position 
regarding talent, he considered 
women’s positive place in society 
dependent upon and a direct result 
of traditional Christianity. While I 
disagree with his correlation and 
perceive this religion a detriment to 
women’s rights, it is understandable 
considering when this work was 
written. He also considered women 
to be the upholders and teachers to 
men of traditional morality and 
deserved an honored place in society 
as a result. In addition, he believed 
that British women were the most 


free. 
Political ideas are discussed at 
length. Robison considered 


Weishaupt’s ideas regarding the 
abolition of government through 
any means necessary not only 
dangerous but resulting in mass 
chaos. The author believed in a class 
society with a Monarch at the head 
and that the development of leaders 
in a society was natural. He believed 
that, while anyone can serve their 
nation in government, it should be 
difficult to achieve and only the 
landed gentry were the best quali- 
fied. He was convinced that univer- 
sal suffrage would lead to corruption 
and was thus opposed to the idea. 
He also urged Peers to reject every 
revolution that degrades the 
Peerage. In light of this, he was 
troubled by the Duke of Orleans’ 
support of the French Revolution. 
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The Duke, according to Robison, 
wished to become King of France 
and thus provided support for the 
revolution without realizing that he 
would become a target if Louis XVI 
were overthrown. While Robison 
admitted that the need for a 
complete change in the system was 
needed, he suspected a considerable 
degree of influence in that direction 
from the Illuminati. Robison, who 
also belonged to a Masonic Order, 
maintained that one of the 
Revolution’s concepts, the Rights of 
Man, was merely Illuminati jargon 
that the Order did not believe in. He 
also opposed the anti-religious 
writings of Voltaire and similar 
people. However, he did not discuss 
specific points of disagreement. 

Robison praised the British 


skeptical writers for keeping within ° 


the bounds of decency and 
argument until Paine’s Age of 
Reason was published. He further 
comments : 

“| cannot help thinking that British 
sentiment, or British delicacy, is 
changed; for Paine’s book is treated by 
most of our reviewers with an affected 
liberality and candour; and is laid 
before the public as quite a new matter, 
and a fair field for discussion — and it 
strikes me as if our critics were more 
careful to let no fault of his opponents 
pass unnoticed than to expose the 
futility and rudeness of this indelicate 
writer.” 

On another issue, that of 
freethought, Robison considered its 
natural course leading to licentious- 
ness and skepticism. He criticized 
the Prussian king for tolerating it, 
but maintained that only through a 
concerted governmental effort 
could it be curtailed. In another 
place he advocated the regulation of 
the spirit of enquiry. How is not 
stated. He warned that, in particular, 
free-thinking Protestants had 
explained and otherwise twisted the 
Bible so that hardly anything is left 
of revealed religion for people to 
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believe in. 

Interspersed in Robison’s discus- 
sions of politics, religion and 
morality were several illicit affairs of 
Weishaupt and others with whom he 
disagreed. He justified this by 
stating that their actions contradict 
their own morality. Thus should 
people follow their teachings? That 
people are inconsistent in practicing 
what they believe is no reason solely 
in itself not to adopt those ideas a 
reader or listener can live with. 
These personal attacks have no place 
in a work of ideas as this purports to 
be. 

Robison also attacked the French 
and Germans for following 
Illuminati concepts and Christian 
mysticism. More than once he 
lauded Britain for such ideas as its 
fair treatment of women, the 
simplicity of British Masonry, and 
the superiority of its parliamentary 
system of government. A definite 
anti-French sentiment is noticeable 
throughout. 

Robison described the conflict 
between traditional, faith-based 
Christianity and a version of 
Christianity based upon reason. He 
also contrasted the existing authori- 
tarian, class-structured society with 
the proposed individualist, classless 
society, preferring the former. 
Weishaupt wished to abolish 
authority, both civil and religious 
and replace it with independent 
thinking by rational people and a 
government similar to Anarchy. My 
political beliefs are more in line with 
Weishaupt. 

Well worth reading if one can get 
past Robison’s vitriol, patriotism, 
and typical 18th-century longwind- 
edness. 


Proofs of a Conspiracy, by John Robison. ©1967. 
Western Islands, Belmont, MA 02178. 304pp 
paperback. 7.95. 


Joseph Uphoff is co writer of numismatics and history. 
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unrest in the United States — 
although the “problem” is by no 
means absent in Europe. 
Recognizing that loyalty to the ideals 
and institutions upon which the 
American Republic was established 
would preclude the total authority 
sought by the United Nations on a 
wide range of issues, a speaker criti- 
cized “. . . stubborn Americans, who 
want to cling to every last shred of 
sovereignty ...” 

The Spotlight reported that “new 
‘scientific studies’ will warn of 
impending world disasters” that 
require the authority of a “suprana- 
tional” agency to address. Refugees 
fleeing farms for lack of “sustainable 
growth” will lead to famine in 
the cities. 

“If reforms are to succeed,” asserted 
another speaker, “we must convince the 
middle class [in the United States] that 
supporting new powers for the UN is a 
patriotic duty, to save his country from 
natural disasters...We must promote a 
‘Lincolnesque’ view... the world 
cannot long endure half-poor and half- 
rich...hunger in Africa and poverty in 
Russia are as important a problem for 
America and other industrial nations as 
highways and bridges.” 

Thus, in the ethical vacuum 
typical of collectivist thinking, the 
causes of poverty in Russia are 
unimportant and Americans who 
mortgaged their future during the 
Cold War should accept the burden 
of Marxism’s complete moral 
bankruptcy. How well this will be 
accepted by a middle class increas- 
ingly concerned about falling into 
poverty remains to be seen. 

Some notable American attendees 
were Lloyd Bentsen, Henry 
Kissinger, David Rockefeller, 
William Perry, George 
Stephanopoulos, William F. Buckley, 
Jr. and Norman Podhoretz — the 
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final two conservatives were given 
responsibility for “suppressing 
populist and nationalist grass-roots 
rebellion in the United States.” This 
would seem to be an unenviable task 
in a nation just beginning to realize 
the rate at which it is falling. 

Given the inherent tendency of 


Some notable 
American attendees 
were Lloyd Bentsen, 

Henry Kissinger, 
David Rockefeller, 
William Perry, 
George 
Stephanopoulos, 
William F. Buckley, Jr. 
and Norman Podhoretz 
— the final two 
conservatives 
were given 
responsibility for 
“suppressing populist 
and nationalist grass- 
roots rebellion in the 
United States.” 


power and control to seek expansion, 
it would seem safe to assume that a 
path is currently being cleared for the 
inclusion of the Chinese economy 
into an international organization 


TRUTH SEEKER 


dedicated to control and profit for 
those who rule. The neo-Marxist 
structure of the long-suppressed 
Chinese economy requires only a 
little freedom to allow the creation of 
wealth necessary for the Order to 
begin its siphoning operations. ‘The 
trick is not to let freedom get out of 
hand. 

As a natural product of the desire 
to control the world, groups like the 
Roundtable, the Council on Foreign 
Relations, and the ‘Trilateral 
Commission have/had a specific 
interest in transcending partisan 
debate and influencing all political 
elements in the country in which they 
are/were working. Over the years the 
membership of the Council on 
Foreign Relations reads like a list of 
who’s who in American leadership 
circles, with both liberals and conser- 
vatives well-represented: 

Colonel House (intimate advisor 
to Woodrow Wilson), Walter 
Lippman, John Foster Dulles, Allen 
Dulles, Christian Herter, Herbert 
Hoover, Dwight Eisenhower, John 
Kenneth Galbraith, Richard Nixon, 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Robert 
Kennedy, Hubert Humphrey, Henry 
Kissinger, Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
George McGovern, Walter 
Mondale, Alexander Haig, Bernard 
Baruch and the banking interests of 
Warburg and*Morgan as well as the 
Rockefellers . . . 

The list goes on and on, and the 
membership of similar organizations 
(like the Bilderbergers) sounds a 
similar bipartisan note. But I think 
the point is made; both sides of 
mainstream American ideologies are 
capable of adhering to the ideas spun 
out by the one-worlders. 

Since believers in conspiracies 
believe that many Republicans and 
Democrats work for the same organi- 
zations, they are less confused than 
most Americans over the fact that 
there are no real differences between, 
say, Teddy Kennedy and the late 
Nelson Rockefeller or that modern 
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politicians can so effortlessly change 
political parties. In a remarkable 
article published in the September 
1970 issue of New York magazine 
entitled “Richard Nixon and the 
Great Socialist Revival,” liberal 
author John Kenneth Galbraith 
approvingly detailed Nixon’s “great 
new thrust into socialism.” That the 
anti-Communist, cold-warrior 
Nixon would rule in a manner so 
comforting to neo-Keynesian 
Galbraith suggests either a complete 
philosophical ignorance on the part 
of Nixon or the existence of a 
conspiracy wide enough to include 
men like Nixon and Galbraith. Of 
course, both of the above is also an 
option. 

It is evident that what one critic 
called “globaloney” has been going 
on for some time. At the risk of 
appearing somewhat trite, I would 
like to point out that the individuals 
who propagate planetary unity under 
the authority of a world government 
are human; they die and influence 
our lives no longer. It is a waste of 
time and energy to focus on personal- 
ities. Only the ideas of these conspir- 
ators are picked up by others and 
carried forward. It is these ideas that 
must be examined and, when neces- 


sary, challenged. 


The Inevitable Failure of One 
World 

Even as you read this, the vision of 
groups like the Roundtable, the 
Bilderbergers and the Council On 
Foreign Relations is fracturing along 
the fault line of its inherent contra- 
diction. Their mirage of a world 
collectively whole under a suprastate 
that they will manage is fatally flawed 
by the degree of conformity that is 
essential to a collective whole. Since 
openly acknowledging this intrinsic 
need for conformity would mean 
exposing the imperialist impulse that 
the Roundtable admitted was at its 
core, modern one-world philosophy 
just pays lip service to human variety 
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and social diversity. It thereby sows 
the seeds of its own destruction. For 
if diversity is to be rhetorically 


Both Antony Sutton’s 
Order and Cecil 
Rhodes’ Roundtable 
recognized that only 
by a subtle 


programming of the 
human mind could 
such imperial 
conformity be even 
theoretically possible. 
This explains the 
necessity for state 
control of education, 
media outlets 
and eventually the 
entire economy 
since the marketplace 
is the greatest 
educator of all. 
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encouraged (and human nature and 
biological science suggests it must 
always exist), then the cultural 
homogeneity implied by the 
existence of a world government 
cannot prevail without a resort to 
authoritarian, life-suffocating 


methods. 
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It is significant that the “common 
interest” that Weishaupt posited 
stands directly opposed to the diver- 
sity he himself recognized. Both 
Antony Sutton’s Order and Cecil 
Rhodes’ Roundtable recognized that 
only by a subtle programming of the 
human mind could such imperial 
conformity be even theoretically 
possible. This explains the necessity 
for state control of education, media 
outlets and eventually the entire 
economy since the marketplace is the 


greatest educator of all. 
To an extent, such... . is brain- 
washing too strong a word? .... can 


successfully limit the information 
available to the rational process of the 
human mind and thus manipulate the 
outcome. I personally have no doubt 
that this is being done. How else 


‘ could Newsweek and Time magazines 


analyze the American economy and 
society every week for decades 
without stumbling across the concept 
of paper money as a destroyer of 
societies when the historical evidence 
is so clear? How can a “free” press 
continually exhibit such mindless 
confusion over events ranging from 
the Kennedy assassination and 
Watergate to the multi-generational 
collapse of the American dollar and 
Whitewater? And why was the word 
statism dropped from so many 
dictionaries when anyone who reads 
history even superficially knows that 
it never went out of usage? Questions 
such as these can go on endlessly. 
There are gaps in our knowledge 
and we often have no conception of 
how large they truly are. Do the 
names Hanson, Boudinot, Mifflin, 
Lee, Gorham, St. Clair and Griffin 
mean anything to you? Probably not. 
Surprisingly enough, they are the first 
seven Presidents of the United States. 
Under the Articles of Confederation 
after the Revolutionary War the 
American presidency was an almost 
ceremonial position limited to a one- 
year term. These men were not 
blanks in history, however. John 
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“Swede” Hanson set up the Post 
Office, established the first presiden- 
tial cabinet and Benjamin Franklin 
was his Secretary of State. Thus, 
seven men whom most Americans 
have never even heard of were presi- 
dent before the Constitution was 
written and George Washington was 
designated as the “first” President. 
Clearly, the information to which we 
are exposed is laundered. 

However successful such 
techniques of limiting the develop- 
ment of knowledge by controlling the 
informational environment may seem 
in the short run, they are a recipe for 
failure in the long run. The notion of 
world government and the psycho- 
intellectual manipulations necessary 
to make it palatable are thwarted by 
the nature of human beings. The 
survival of the human species requires 
that it be free to personally develop 
and biologically evolve. 

The subjugation inherent in the 
idea of a New World Order denies 
the necessity for the social diversity 
that has always been the hallmark of 
an evolving species. Only by divesting 
the information assimilated by the 


human brain of all content that might 
be used for the formation of creative, 
and thus dangerous and destabilizing, 
concepts, could humanity be 
rendered harmless to a consciously 
directed world order. This very 
process of starving the human mind 
diminishes its ability to operate as 
Homo Sapiens’ fundamental tool of 
survival. As the average level of 
human intelligence then declines, 
human creativity shrivels, social 
cooperation degrades and physical 
starvation grows, the death rate rises, 
wealth formation (both material and 
intellectual) slows or even stops and 
the civilization being plundered 
stagnates. In this manner, the rewards 
for those in control steadily lessen; 
even the crude authority-based social 
structures necessary for an elitist 
despotism disintegrate as faith in the 
system fails. Before long, the proles 
no longer love Big Brother and the 
social order collapses. 


Freeland Chew is a lifelong student of American history. 
He is a freelance writer who lives in Mammoth Lakes, 
California where he and his wife home-school their 
two daughters. 
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Whose Bank? 
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When the bill passed, Congressman 
Charles Lindbergh, Sr. said: “This 
Federal Reserve Act established the 
most gigantic trust on earth. When the 
President signs this bill the invisible 
government of the Monetary Power 
will be legalized.” In 1913 the Federal 
Debt was 0. Since the Federal Reserve 
was established the Federal Debt has 
grown to over 4.7 trillion dollars. 

The power of the Fed was unchal- 
lenged until the 1930s when 
Congressman McFadden, as chairman 
of the House Banking and Currency 
Committee for over ten years, exposed 
their activities. In his writings he stated: 

Every effort has been made by the 
Federal Reserve Board to conceal its 
powers, but the truth is... . the Fed has 
usurped the government. It controls 
everything here (Congress) and it controls 
all our foreign relations. It makes and 
breaks governments at will. 

Hundreds of books have been 
written by experts detailing the activi- 
ties of banking agents in the White 
House and Congress. Due to their 
suppression they do not reach schools 
or libraries. In their desire for change, 
millions of Americans are discovering 
that the untold, repressed history 
concerning the birth of banking and its 
monopoly on the world must now be 
thoroughly researched, understood 
and challenged. Eustace Mullins 
researched the International Bankers 
and his book, Secrets of the Federal 
Reserve, reveals in detail his findings and 
includes many organizational charts of 
the interlocks and connections. 

The Fed remains today one of the 
truly independent sources of power in 
the government. It is linked through 
history to wars, depressions and reces- 
sions. The Fed controls our money but 
answers to no one. The Federal 
Reserve Bank is not held accountable 
or audited. Americans believe in the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. Our 
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forefathers warned future generations 
that failure to hold government 
accountable at all times put them in 
jeopardy of losing their rights as free 
people. 

If you are in debt, you are not free. 
You are a bond slave. Even if you have 
no personal debt, as a U.S. citizen, your 
share of the National Debt is 


———_—__-_—_ 


If people are kept 
ignorant about 
money, it allows 
International Bankers to 
enslave whole nations 
by controlling their 
money systems. 
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approaching $18,000 and whatever 
property you think you own is pledged 
to pay that debt. Is it possible that 
Americans now have the best Congress 
that money can buy? If people are kept 
ignorant about money, it allows 
International Bankers to enslave whole 
nations by controlling their money 
systems. 

Americans elect representatives to 
preserve our right to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. Now we ask our 
representatives WHY the Federal 
Reserve is not held accountable for its 
role in American life. WHY has 
government allowed the Federal 
Reserve system to do the job the 
Constitution of the United States 
designated to Congress? 

Whose bank is this? 


Joyce Huff, a freelance writer, also owns and operates 
a horticulture business in Virginia specializing in herbs, 
perennials and everlastings. 
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Religious Right 


Continued from Page 22 

God made a mistake by entrusting 
man with so much freedom. They say 
that Caesar — the state — should 
punish the man who chooses wrongly. 
Thus, conservatives say that the state 
should punish non-violent behavior, 
such as the use of illicit drugs, the 
viewing of pornography, the coveting 
of a neighbor's wife, and so forth. 

But Christians skate on very thin 
ice when they use the force of the state 
to interfere with God’ gift of free will. 
If free will means anything at all, it 
means the ability to choose wrongly. If 
a person is “free” to choose only the 
“correct” way, then he is not free. 
Christians must finally come to terms 


_ with the fact that individuals have the 


God-given right to choose wrongly, 
so long as the choice does not involve 
force or fraud against another — and 
that, as part of His great gift of free 
will, God demands that this right to 
choose be protected. As a minister 
friend of mine once put it: “Sin is too 
important an item to be left in the 
hands of the state.” 

The Roosevelt revolution is a 
failed revolution. By abandoning the 
principles of our ancestors — by 
abandoning the laws of our God — 
we have ended up with a society 
characterized by drug abuse, loss of 
values, strife, poverty, covetousness, 
and stealing. 

The Religious Right could very 
well be a powerful force in the 
movement for freedom. We need not 
persuade Christians of the practical 
benefits that will result from ending 
the welfare state. We need only make 
them see the nature of the choice that 
confronts them. Once Christians 
realize that they must choose between 
God’s laws and man’s laws, they will 


know their duty. 


Jacob G. Hornberger is founder and president of The 
Future of Freedom Foundation, a national libertarian 
think tank based in Fairfax, Virginia. 


Focus 63 


Freemen 
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incidentally are very unhappy about 
a UN biosphere reserve being 
foisted upon them. 

The conversations of colonized 
people tend to resonate from nation 
to nation and tribe to tribe as they 
strive to hold on to the things that 
uniquely identify them. Note for 
example the similarities between the 
following statements taken from the 
Abya Yala News, the journal of the 
South and Meso American Indian 
Rights Center, and the often 
repeated comments of the radical 
patriot community: 

“They have superimposed artificial 
and arbitrary borders over a cultural 
and historical geography; they have 
tricked us into thinking we can obtain 
justice in their courts; they have 
undermined the people’s justice 
systems; they define us with legal 
language that does not define the nature 
of our character; democratic fictions ... 
enable(d) the oscillation between 
democracy and dictatorship; true 
Indian liberation will begin when we 
assume our condition of immemorial 
identity, when we abandon the entities 
of the national states that dilute and 
disavow us.” 

Only those who have been 
thoroughly re-educated by the 
occupying powers insist on perpetu- 
ating the illusion that the corporate 
state represents the interests of the 
people and their commons. 


Estar Holmes is a contributing editor to North 
American News Service. For a free catalogue 
contact: NANS, c/o P.O. Box 5290, Eugene, 
Oregon state, Postal Zone: 97405; (541) 343- 
5066 voice; (541) 343-5066 fax: Email: 
jonlib@aolcom 
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DEA goons get away with murder 
and grand theft as they go after 
innocent citizens. Maybe by the 
standard of decency it doesn’t work, 
even as the sheep continue to be 
docile and obedient. 

Besides the creeping growth noted 
above, Browne identifies four major 
periods that expanded government: 
the Civil War, the Teddy Roosevelt- 
Wilson era, the New Deal, and the 
Great Society. These have been 
noted in other Truth Seeker articles, 
some in this issue. Each period did its 
own damage in changing the basic 
structure of government away from 
the Constitution. 

What does Browne propose to do 
as President? It’s a long list: pardon all 
those convicted of victimless federal 
crimes; stop and punish all violations 


of the Bill of Rights by federal 


officers; remove U. S. troops from 
foreign countries; veto all budget 
bills that exceed his budget propos- 
als (Browne notes that Reagan 
failed almost totally in this regard); 
and much more. He offers specific 
proposals in the major areas of 
health care, education, welfare, 
national defense, crime, Social 
Security. A lot of the proposals, as 
you would expect, involve 
privatization. 

I agree with his assessment and 
would be happy to see his program 
carried out. Whether government 
“works” depends on what you mean 
by “work.” A jaundiced or detached 
view would say that it does; if we 
want a free country with a joyful and 
productive citizenry, it is clear that 
government hasn’t provided us with 
one, and it won't. 


Why Government Doesn't Work, by Harry Browne. 
©1995. Published by St. Martin’s Press, 175 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010. ISBN 0-312- 
13623-4. 245 pp. hardback. $19.95. 
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A National Day of Prayer was 
established on April 17, 1952, in 
defiance of the First Amendment 
(“Congress shall make no law... .”). 
Our nation was built on rules of 
“Laws and ideas of justice,” not on 
colonial prayers. Government 
involvement in prayer planning is 
not only unconstitutional but shows 
preference. 

The same reasoning applies to 
chaplaincies in both houses of 
Congress. Opening each day’s 
deliberations with a prayer by a 
chaplain implies that members of 
Congress are incapable of decision 
making without the aid of an 
outside force. Additionally, the 
annual cost of chaplains is over a 
quarter of a million dollars. 

Contract With Congress calls 
for: 1. an end to National Prayer 
Day, and 2. an end to chaplains in 
Congress. Both are a violation of 
the U. S. Constitution. 


3. Restoring Secular Services to 
Secular Agencies 

Legislative action to forbid organized 
religion from participating in all social 
rehef services. 

Administration of our nation’s 
social services is a “public and civic 
duty,” and should not be placed into 
the hands of organized religion. 
Ironically the government, federal, 
state, city and county, pay hundreds 
of millions annually to churches to 
administer relief programs with 
“taxpayers’ money.” 

Under the guise of freedom of 
religion, religious profiteers take 
advantage of social relief services to 
advance their cause. Evangelism has 
become organized big business. It is 
now involved in education, hospi- 
tals, recreation, real estate, pension 
systems, and much more. Annually 
they rake in millions — Tax-Free 
— in flagrant violation of the U. S. 
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Constitution. 

Contract With Congress points 
out that religious intrusion in social 
services provokes hatred, divides 
people and in the process destroys 
its own credibility. 


4. Promoting Sex Education in 
Public Schools 

Enactment of strong legislation to 
enhance sex education in public schools. 

Contract With Congress is in 
favor of improving America’s school 
system, but it cannot do it with the 
promiscuous teenage out-of- 
control sexual behavior. Americans 
cannot remain apathetic or tolerant 
of overpopulation when faced with 
the following facts: 

1. U.S. leads the world with 
fatherless families; 

2. more than a million teenagers 
become pregnant each year; 

3. about 73% of black teenagers 
have babies out of wedlock; 

4. U. S. now has an army of 
about 12 million illegitimate 
children; 

5. annual health care costs $30 
billion in special services to 
teenagers with babies. 

Pregnant teens usually quit 
school, some lose parental support, 
and many turn to alcohol and drugs 
and have repeat pregnancies. They 
not only create a permanent under- 
class of unschooled, unskilled, and 
unemployables, but become 
underwriters of illegitimacy and 
overload the welfare system. 

Americans have a moral stake in 
putting an end to children having 
children. We do not advocate 
increased spending, but since 
parents fail to properly educate 
their children on matters of sex, the 
problem falls on public schools. 

Contract with Congress urges 
swift passage of meaningful sex 
education in public schools to 
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rescue our youth from the teenage 
trap. 


5. Terminate Oath Taking on 
the Bible and Religious Motto 
on Currency 

The U.S. Constitution forbids the 
endorsement of religion, consequently 
the phrases: “So help me God,” and 
“In God We Trust” are unconstitu- 
tional and show preference for a partic- 
ular religion (Iheism). 

1. Oath taking for public office 
and court system using the expres- 
sion “So Help Me God” is a direct 
violation of Article VI which 
forbids a “religious test.” Even 
Christ forbids taking an oath in 
public (Matt. 5:34-37). 

2. On our money system the 
phrase “in God We Trust” is an 
intrusion of religion in direct viola- 
tion of separation of church and 
state. The U.S. Constitution has 
NO “so help me God” and this 
should not be included in the oath. 
Oath taking should be done on the 
Constitution — not the Bible 
because it shows preference for a 
particular religion — Christianity. 
Our monetary secular slogan 
should return to “E Pluribus 


Unum” (Of Many One). 


6. Prohibit Religious Rituals 
That Kill or Mutilate Children 
and Animals 
Responsibility for the health, safety and 
welfare of all Americans devolves 
directly upon the government. 
Medicine has traditionally 
incurred the hostility of religion. 
Vaccination, chloroform and 
quinine were all denounced as 
“sinful” and “contrary to Holy 
Writ.” The battle of medicine 
against suffering was finally won — 
however, there are some religions 
which withhold medical treatment 
Continued on Page 72 
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William T. Holmes 


THREE 
CLASSES 


It’s time to redefine our class 
structure. “Upper,” “middle” and 
“lower,” relate primarily to wealth. 
These old classifications have 
nothing to do with what is most 
important: how we affect each 
other. What’s really important to 
distinguish is the degree and kind of 
control we would impose on each 
other. 

Generally, there are those who 
want to control others (Rulers), 
those who want to be controlled 
(Serfs) and those who want neither 
(Libertarians). Rulers tell Serfs what 
to do for their own good (where 
“their” is subject to interpretation). 
Serfs are happy to be told what to 
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do. Libertarians just want to be left 
alone. 

Rulers can wear badges, 
uniforms or titles to distinguish 
them from everyone else. Serfs can 
be branded or bar-coded with their 
social security and driver license 
numbers “for convenience.” 
Libertarians hate all symbols of 
authority or subservience, so we 
don’t have to worry about mis- 
identifying them. 

Rulers tell Serfs how to behave: 
what speed to drive, what helmets to 
wear, what to ingest or inject, what 
to watch or hear, etc. for their own 
good. If they misbehave, Serfs are 
fined or imprisoned, or killed if they 
resist, even when there is no victim 
— no person or property has been 
harmed. Serfs want a riskless world 
in which they are protected from 
even their own stupidity or 
irresponsibility or that of their 
children. They don’t understand 
that mistakes are part of the learning 
process, and for the lesson to be 
learned, they must be held fully 
accountable for their actions. 
They’d rather blame someone else 
for their mistakes. They want every 
behavior codified, every product 
tested and every business and trade 
sanctioned or prohibited. They will 
happily tolerate innumerable, 
complicated and often conflicting 
rules in their utopian quest for 
safety. When force doesn’t work, 
they ask for more force. 
Libertarians know that it’s in their 
best interest to be considerate of 
others and their property, because 
their sensitivities and property will 
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be respected in return. They accept 
full responsibility for their actions 
and the actions of their minor 
children, including any damage to 
property they may cause. If there is a 
disagreement, they seek private 
arbitration and collection services 
before resorting to a government 
judicial system. 

Rulers disarm Serfs and charge 
them for their protection. Serfs are 
too cowardly or lazy to defend 
themselves. They are happy to be 
“protected” by police who in reality 
can only try to catch the bad guy 
after the damage has been done. 
When police are too busy chasing 
vicitimless ‘criminals’ to be respon- 
sive, Serfs demand more police. 
When the police injure nearly four 
times more innocents than victims 
do defending themselves, Serfs 
demand more police. Libertarians 
defend themselves and their 
property at their own expense. Only 
when that has failed do they resort 
to their police, whose only duty is to 
protect persons, their liberty and 
their property. 

Rulers tell Serfs how much of the 
fruits of their labor they can keep. 
Serfs are happy to have a quarter or 
more of their earnings spent by 


Rulers who can spend it more wisely 


than they. Rulers are happy to give 
most of the Serfs’ income to their 
privileged friends. Serfs are happy 
to see the Rulers give some Serfs 
something for nothing. Serfs clamor 
for more of their income to be taken 
by Rulers, so that more of them will 
get more benefits. Rulers are happy 
to oblige, because it eases their guilt. 
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No matter that forced transfers of 
wealth always hurt far more Serfs 
than they help. Good intentions are 
more important than results. 
Libertarians know best how to 
benefit themselves and others with 
their earnings. 

Rulers use the property of Serfs 
as they please without compensa- 
tion. Serfs believe that abstractions 
like “society” and “the public good” 
are superior to the individual, so 
they are happy to have the property 
of others confiscated or its use 
limited. Buying the property would 
cost something and stealing it could 
be dangerous should its owner 
attempt to defend it. Having Rulers 
steal it or limit its use allows Serfs to 
benefit from the property of others 
at no cost or risk to themselves. 
Libertarians maintain their 
property to maximize its value, 
respect the property rights of 
others. Libertarians acquire 
property they want undeveloped 
(environmentally sensitive) or 
developed in a certain manner. 
Libertarians defend their property 
and prosecute the trespass of 
persons on their property, including 
pollution to the extent of the repair 
cost or property value loss. 

Rulers have complete dominion 
over vast amounts of “public” 
property from open land to parks 
and roads, where Serf access and 
behavior is strictly controlled. Serfs 
are happy to pay for the property, its 
‘improvement’, its maintenance and 
its litigation-related expenses in 
exchange for “free” use of the 
property, or to deny other access to 
it. Libertarians have no public 
property. Even the few government 
offices are leased from private 
property owners. Property owners 
retain all property rights and liabili- 
ties. Libertarians pay a toll for each 
use of roads, parks and open spaces. 
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Their quality is superior and cost 
and congestion less than that of the 
public lands allowed the Serfs, 
because the owner has the incentive 
to make them attractive and the 
power to set higher prices when the 
demand is highest and vice versa, 
dispersing the load on their 
property over time and minimizing 
congestion. 


Libertarians teach 
their own children, 
or pay for their 
education where, by 
whom and how they 
want. Libertarian 
children are taught 
to be principled, 
innovative, 
independent, 
self-governing 
and to question 
authority. 


a 


Rulers tell Serfs for how much 
they can work and who they can 
hire. Older Serfs don’t want compe- 
tition from younger Serfs or foreign 
Serfs, so they like labor laws. Rulers 
are happy to oblige, because the 
larger the number of perpetually 
unemployed Serfs who are depen- 
dent on the good intentions of the 
Rulers, the more votes the Rulers 
will get. Obnoxious and unproduc- 
tive Serfs like rules that force 
employers to hire them and make it 
nearly impossible to fire them. The 
old Serfs believe “retirement” is a 
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good concept, especially when 
younger Serfs are compelled to pay 
for it. Libertarians work as long, for 
whom, with whom they want for as 
much as they can get, and in 
whatever manner they please. They 
know that the only businesses that 
will prosper and survive the compe- 
tition of an unregulated market are 
those that hire the best for the least 
without non-economic bias toward 
race or sex or any of the other 
categories into which Serfs are 
divided by Rulers. 

Ruler children go to special 
schools where they are taught they 
are elite and meant to rule Serfs. 
Mastering the art of sophistry is the 
only requirement for graduation. 
Serfs would rather pay high rates for 
low-quality education and have the 
Rulers teach their children to be 
good Serfs than allow a few Serfs to 
teach their children strange things. 
Serf children are taught to compro- 
mise, get along, be subservient, 
good workers and to respect all 
authority. There are no perfor- 
mance requirements other than 
being in school long enough to 
graduate. Libertarians teach their 
own children, or pay for their 
education where, by whom and how 
they want. Libertarian children are 
taught to be principled, innovative, 
independent, self-governing and to 
question authority. Developing 
communication skills (English), a 
basic understanding of how things 
work (math, physics, chemistry, 
biology, geology) and a sense of 
their place in space and time 
(geography, archeology, history, 


anthropology) are common 
requirements. 

Which class are you, Ruler, Serf 
or Libertarian? 


William Holmes, a former aerospace engineer, is a 
libertarian and an Internet activist. 
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Alvin Bernstein 


THE 
EMPIRICAL 


Way 
VERSUS 


FACT 
FATIGUE 


The empirical bent, or intensi- 
fied sensitivity to the fact-filled 
world outside the individual, has 
been one of modern history’s 
outstanding features. Connected 
with this has been the assumption 
that the external world is 
autonomous and separate from the 
self, a world in which a thing still 
exists when attention is withdrawn 
from it. Equally significant is yet 
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another assumption: that the 
individual passively absorbs stimuli, 
an idea very prominent in John 
Locke’s empirical theory of know!- 
edge. This idea encourages a 
modesty before experience, an 
inclination to prolonged observa- 
tion prior to action, almost a 
delayed reaction. It is a compromise 
whereby we permit ourselves to 
take a good objective look at things 
before we transform things to suit 
ourselves. It is not only a prime 
stimulant to material prosperity, but 
also to the liberty of the individual 
and the secular orientation as well. 

The idea of passivity in the face 
of the storm of experience tends to 
discourage belief in free will. Yet, 
paradoxically, deprecating free will 
does not debar superior achieve- 
ment. Abraham Lincoln did not 
believe in freedom of the will, but 
can his accomplishments be 
ignored? It appears that skepticism 
about free will helps cure the vice of 
self-glorification or soul conceit. 
Exaggerated emphasis on the will, 
as exemplified by a Hitler, a 
Mussolini or a Stalin, has been one 
of the curses of the twentieth 
century. 

Challenges to the empirical 
inclination are ubiquitous. Why? 
The answer may be sought in what 
this writer terms “fact fatigue.” 
Multitudes are repelled by what 
they regard as an excess of stimuli 
from outside themselves and by the 
threat to self-esteem such alleged 
excess implies. Their exposure to 
external reality is, therefore, partial 
and usually confined to a minimum 
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of practical matters. ‘They retreat to 
spirituality, meaning that they exalt 
themselves into a feeling of superi- 
ority over the world beyond their 
skins. They avoid the accusation of 
spiritual arrogance by claiming 
humility before God. Yet what is 
God but the human being’s alter 
ego, the stratagem whereby we raise 
ourselves to an unnecessarily high 
level? 

It is noteworthy that such pueril- 
ity is not only confined to religious 
people but also extends to many 
claiming a fondness for scientific 
realism. The Marxists come to 
mind. The following confession of 
Leon Trotsky, one of the forgers of 
the communist revolution in 
Russia, serves as evidence: 

“The dull empiricism, the 
unabashed, cringing worship of the 
fact were odious to me. Beyond the 
facts, | looked for laws ... in every 
sphere | felt that | could move and act 
only when | held in my hand the 
thread of the general. The social 
revolutionary radicalism which has 
become the permanent pivot for my 
whole inner life grew out of the 
intellectual enmity toward the striving 
for petty ends, toward out-and-out 
pragmatism, toward all that is 


ideologically without form and 


theoretically ungeneralized.” ' 

One sees that Trotsky was averse 
to loosely floating facts not yet 
cemented by general ideas or 
theories. His impatient yearning for 
the general was akin to the yearning 
of religious minds for spirituality. 
Like them, he indulged in the 

Continued on Page 73 
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THOUG 


by Gerald Angelo Cirrincione 


DARE 


To 
QUESTION 


Questions bring changes that 
stimulate further questions. A 
question can transform you. 

Have you become lazy or indif- 
ferent or inhibited about using 
your power to ask questions? 
When you were a child, were your 
questions belittled, stifled, or 
ignored? Unleash the questioner 
inside of you. Nothing will renew 
you faster than a strong direct 
question. Ask and find out. Then 
watch what happens. 

It’s impossible to replace just 
one idea. When you acquire a new 
concept, re-work an old thought, 
or simply discard an outmoded 
opinion, you cause reverberations 
throughout your mind. Each 
change in your thinking causes you 
to change in other ways. This 
affects your emotions and your 
actions and consequently others’ 
reactions to you. Like a pebble 
dropped in a pond, a fresh idea 
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sends ripples to every part of you. 
Why? 

Your thoughts have logical 
relationships to each other. They 
are not separate; they interconnect. 
Revising one of your ideas has 
implications for other ideas, which 
in turn affects still other ideas. A 
kind of intellectual chain reaction 
takes place. 

Sometimes this process is 
sudden and dramatic. Almost 
without warning, you feel as 
though you’ve been knocked head 
over heels. Usually, however, the 
process is slower and more deliber- 
ate. It often takes years or even a 
lifetime of careful, painstaking 
thought to work things out. 

Your thoughts are your 
offspring and they reside inside 
your brain and nervous system. 
Even apparently unrelated 
thoughts dwell together within the 
intimacy of your mental 
household. 

Thoughts aren’t inanimate. 
Your thoughts are alive. They 
grow, develop, and mature. They 
interact. They even reproduce. 
Part and product of your living 
biological organism, they are 
nourished by your aliveness. 

Because they are in your brain 
and nervous system, your thoughts 
are neighbors, roommates. Your 
ideas don’t just affect your brain 
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and nervous system, they live in 
your nervous system just as fish live 
in a pond. The difference is that 
your nervous system can be aware 
of the ideas that inhabit it. 
Nevertheless, your thoughts are 
bio-entities, they are as alive as 
your heart and your blood. 

Although thoughts have life, 
they aren’t autonomous or 
self-sufficient. They don’t have 
independent existence; they aren’t 
capable of locomotion. They can’t 
migrate, or be moved, from one 
brain to another. Your thoughts are 
completely dependent on you for 
their life. They arise within and are 
confined to your individual psyche. 
Theyre restricted to, “the 
eco-system of your personal 
neuro-physiology. 

A thought has as its raw material 
what you see, hear, touch, taste, 
and smell. When your senses 
become aware of something, a 
representation of it enters your 
nervous system. Your spontaneous 
natural reflex of considering goes 
to work on it, adding to the 
thoughts teeming in your brain. 

How could anything that your 
organism produces and maintains 
within itself not be alive, not be 
part of the organism? Your 
thoughts are connected with every- 
thing else that your organism 
produces. Your ideas are alive only 
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because you are. Partaking of your 
vitality, your thoughts influence you 
and each other, sometimes in unpre- 
dictable ways. 

There is no better example of this 
than a question. A question is a very 
special kind of thought, which 
uniquely affects your thinking. 

A question is a call to thought. It is 
an invitation to look, listen, and 
consider. It begins an inquiry. It is a 
kind of pointer. It directs your atten- 
tion. A question can succinctly outline 
what you want to think about next 
and how you want to think about it. A 
question can give direction to your 
intellectual efforts. 

A question longs for information 
or understanding. It wants more. It is 
a dissatisfaction with one’s intellectual 
status quo. My understanding isn’t 
deep enough, it says. My knowledge 
has gaps. When expressed clearly, it 
can also tell other people what you 
want to know. 

Questions say, Let me grow. I will 
not stand pat. I am searching, seeking. 
A question is the most optimistic 
thing in the world. It indicates hope, a 
belief that it is possible to know what 
we don’t currently know, to under- 
stand what we don’t currently under- 
stand. Children, who are brimming 
with innocence and trust, are question 
machines. 

Questions have a limited life span. 
They grow out of what we now know. 
They burn brightly until they are 
answered. Then they disappear and 
other ones light up. 

Nothing is beyond question. 
Nothing is unquestionable. 
Everybody has the right to ask any 
question about anything. The 
questions that occur to you are yours. 
They indicate that you are ready to 
rise from one level of knowledge and 
understanding to the next. 
Ultimately, then, only you have the 
responsibility to answer your own 
questions. The highest form of 
question is the one that you ask of 
yourself. 
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A question must be crafted with 
care, because it will influence the 
tone and direction of your inquiry. 
The danger is that the question will 
bias or short-circuit your search. It is 
a bridge to an unknown destination, 
because we do not know what we do 
not know. A successful question 
makes us want to answer it. It has no 
hidden agenda. It isn’t devious. It is 
sincere, open, and aboveboard. It 
doesn’t pry, accuse, insinuate, or 
attempt to entrap. 

Questions are not merely a means 
to an end, the answer. They are 
full-fledged thoughts. We need to 
give questions all of the respect they 


Philosophy is 
questions that 
may never be 
answered. 
Religion is 
answers that 
may never be 
questioned. 


— Source Unknown 


—______ a 


deserve. I admire questions. A good 
question thrills me. I adore a mind 
that crackles with questions. I admire 
a personality with the guts to ask a 
question. 

Answers lead to further questions. 
This is the endless fun and challenge 
of life. A question leads to an answer 
which leads to another question. 

A good question is more than half 
the solution. It is never a waste of 
time. It takes us into the heart of the 
matter. 

Begin with questions, lots of 
them. The more the merrier. How 
many can you think of? Now think of 


some more. Raise as many as you 
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can. Let yourself go. Ask questions 
without pride or shame. Ask 
honestly what you really want to 
know. Be willing to appear dumb, to 
ask a silly question that reveals your 
ignorance. Drop your pose. You will 
stimulate your own thinking as well 
as that of others. 

To be ethical, questioning 
another person must be non-violent. 
There must be no torture, no 
threats, no inquisitions, no interro- 
gations. Ideally, such questioning 
will be a relaxed, voluntary activity of 
equals. Nobody owes anybody an 
answer. Everybody always has a right 
to remain silent. 

There is an art to phrasing a 
question without being offensive, 
although sometimes this is 
inevitable, when one approaches 
touchy people or taboo subjects. 
Rigid, repressive, coercive, dishon- 
est, unresponsive, bureaucratic, 
dogmatic, hypocritical, and secretive 
people and institutions are particu- 
larly intolerant of questions. They 
know how vulnerable they are. 

There is likewise an art to being 
asked a question. Don’t feel 
pressured or attacked. Take a deep 
breath. Understand the question. It 
is an opportunity to reconsider, to 
take another look. It is not a cue to 
prove how smart you are. 

Before you answer a question, 
quietly question it. What is it 
implying? What does the question 
assume? Is it unfairly sending the 
answer in a particular direction? 
Does it set up a false set of alterna- 
tives? Does it imply a particular 
conceptual framework? Does it bias 
the answer? A good question focuses 
attention without distorting 
anything. 

We must dare to question every- 
thing, even our questions 
themselves. 


Gerald Angelo Cirrincione preaches a timeless message 


that hails thinking as humanity's greatest asset. 
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A PAGE OF PAINE 


THOMAS PAINE COFFEEHOUSE 


@ By Sam Warren, Frank Mortyn, and William B. Lindley 


The Thomas Paine Coffee- 
house is a reality. The Humanists in 
San Diego, after all these years, 
have their own home. The grand 
opening was September 21 with 
Steve Allen as honored guest. In his 
usual witty style he talked about 
society and politics and fielded 
questions from the audience. He 
also signed his latest book titled But 
Seriously .. . Steve Allen Speaks His 
Mind. 

It all started when the 
Freethinkers’ Society, a 501 (c) (3) 
corporation founded by James 
Hervey Johnson, acquired a new 
Board of Directors consisting of 
officers of three local Humanist 
organizations: the Humanist 
Fellowship of San Diego (HFSD), 
the San Diego Area Secular 
Humanists (SANDASH) and the 
Humanist Association of San Diego 
(HASD). Thanks go to Bonnie 
Lange, publisher of the Truth 
Seeker, for facilitating this change. 

One of the members of the 
Humanist Fellowship offered to 
put up enough money for us to get 
our own meeting place if the funds 
were matched. At just the right time 
the James Hervey Johnson 
Charitable Educational Trust (with 
Bonnie Lange and Kevin Munnelly 
as new Co- Trustees) promptly 
offered to match the funds. 

The partners of the Wikiup 
Cafe and Intersection Art Gallery 
split, and the remaining partner, 
Ruben Seja, an internationally- 
known muralist who shares our 
conviction of logic over supersti- 
tion, was looking for someone to 
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take over the coffeehouse part of 
the business. Alan Mandelberg, 
HFSD program chairman, owner 
of Capital Resources, did the 
negotiating and put the package 
together. Without all these people 
coming together at the right time, 
this “miracle” could never have 
happened. 

Of special interest is that the 
Thomas Paine Coffeehouse also 
exists in cyberspace. Its World 
Wide Web address (URL) is quite 
simple: http://www.freethought. 
com. This website provides 
connections to many interesting 


freethought areas. This cyberspace 


Steve Allen signed books at the Sept. 21 opening of Thomas Paine Coffee House 
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connection will soon be available to 
patrons of the Coffeehouse in the 
form of three computer terminals 
on site. There are also plans for the 
James Hervey Johnson Memorial 
Library to become part of the 
coffeehouse. With donations of 
valuable historical material by 
Frank Mortyn and others, the 
library has a jump-start on 
becoming a serious and worthwhile 
professionally structured library 
within the coffeehouse complex. 
Stop by the website for a visit in 
cyberspace or drop by the new 
Thomas Paine Coffeehouse at 4247 
Park Boulevard in San Diego! 
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I do not claim that I have floated 
level with the heights of thought, or 
that I have descended to the very 
depths of things. I simply claim that 
what ideas I have, I have a right to 
express; and that any man who denies 
that right to me is an intellectual thief 
and robber. That is all. 

‘Take those chains from the human 
soul. Break those fetters. If I have no 
right to think, why have I a brain? If I 
have no such right, have three or four 
men, or any number, who may get 
together, and sign a creed, and build a 
house, and put a steeple upon it, anda 
bell in it — have they the right to 
think? The good men, the good 
women are tired of the whip and lash 
in the realm of thought. They 
remember the chain and fagot with a 
shudder. They are free, and they give 
liberty to others. Whoever claims any 
right that he is unwilling to accord to 
his fellow-men is dishonest and 
infamous. 


Excerpted from The Liberty of Man, Woman and 
Child, an essay by Robert G. Ingersoll. 


Robert G. Ingersoll was a noted orator of the late 
1800s and an early contributor to the Truth Seeker. 


Perversion 


Continued from Page 11 

tion, the invitation to homemade 
cartels set a precedent for the kind of 
business-government relationships 
that was in the 1920s to become the 
pattern of [Warren G. Harding’s] 
normalcy.”"° 


The Paternalistic State 

Easy credit during the 1920s 
distorted the nation’s capital structure 
and led to an economic downturn that 
Herbert Hoover’s interventionist 
policies turned into the Great 
Depression. Franklin Roosevelt took 
Herbert Hoover’s Progressive 
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formula to extremes. The extent to 
which he augmented government 
power is, of course, well-recognized. 
But what is seldom acknowledged is 
the debt his approach owed to 
mercantilist theories popular in seven- 
teenth-century England. The 
alphabet soup of endless federal 


eS ee 


The assumption 
that personal 
Savings, 
entrepreneurial 
investment, and thus 
capital formation 
was programmable 
by some astute 
social engineer; that 
the product of 
choices made by 
hundreds of millions 
of Americans on a 
daily basis could be 
distilled into policies 
that could be 
coordinated and 
directed by political 
authority... 


bureaucracies Roosevelt established 
were in many cases twentieth-century 
descendants of political organizations 
in mercantilist England. 

In gathering unprecedented 
authority around itself, the Roosevelt 
administration was charged at the 
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time of the New Deal with an affinity 
for Fascist policies. While the charges 
were far from totally accurate, the 
philosophic parallels between 
emergency reform measures imposed 
by Roosevelt and the economic 
policies enacted in Italy and Germany 
were undeniable. 

So close to home did the charge of 
Fascism strike that Roosevelt felt it 
necessary to respond: “Some people 
call our new policy Fascism,” he wrote 
in 1934. “It is not Fascism because its 
inspiration springs from the mass of 
the people themselves rather than 
from a class or group or marching 
army. 917 

Roosevelt’s response was weak and 
revealing. Both Hitler and Mussolini 
had, at times, experienced strong 
support among the masses; Hitler’s 
electoral foundation before he 
assumed power in 1933 had been 
substantial and growing for years. In 
addition, Roosevelt’s implicit assump- 
tion that democracies had no affinity 
for tyranny had been questionable as 
far back as the execution of Socrates. 
Furthermore, as was mentioned 
earlier, the philosophical foundation 
upon which New Deal collectivism 
stood had been brought to the United 
States by thousands of students of 
German Idealism as the nineteenth 
century wound down. So in at least 
that sense, the New Deal and 
European totalitarianism sprang from 
common soil. 

After Roosevelt, Truman’s policy 
thrusts were at times seemingly more 
radical, for the crisis of depression and 
war had ended. After six months in 
office the new President proposed: 
increasing the minimum wage, a 
national housing and slum clearance 
program, the creation of a Fair 
Employment Practice Commission, 
government-sponsored scientific 
research, a national program for 
resource development, subsidies for 
farmers and small businesses, a public 
works program as well as retention of 
the draft, retention of certain wartime 
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powers and assorted economic 
controls. Faced with these proposals, 
some, especially Southern Democrats, 
can be excused if they thought they 
discerned John Quincy Adams’ brand 
of liberalism on the throne and began 
desperately and futilely casting around 
for another Andrew Jackson. 

‘Truman’s ideas here are reminis- 
cent of broad-minded mercantilists 
who in their conception of a society 
collectively whole sought to use power 
to command a balance within the 
nation. While Truman’s goals were 
more rounded than those who simply 
advocated commercial domination, 
the effort to impose a just order has 
always been futile. Even in earlier 
centuries, human existence had been 
too dynamic and complex for a social 
balance ever to be achieved by author- 
ity, much less maintained. The whole 
notion of an imposed order was an 
explicit rejection of a free society and a 
natural order. One is reminded of Ben 
Franklin’s admonition about those 
who would trade freedom for security 
deserve, and will get, neither. 

Frustrated in its attempts to 
command the fruits of liberty at home 
and committed to an unpopular 
“Police Action” in Korea, the Truman 
administration gave way to 
Eisenhower. 

The Eisenhower administration, 
despite its announced desire of 
“reining in the galloping pace of 
federal spending and balancing the 
budget within two years,”"* did not 
challenge any vital Progressive 
assumptions about the need for power 
to exert control. After all, from 
Hamilton to Lincoln to Theodore 
Roosevelt to Herbert Hoover, the idea 
of a powerful activist central govern- 
ment was, until the Progressive age, 
exclusively a conservative notion. 


Old Wine in a New Bottle 
Eisenhower's restraint gave way to 
Kennedy’s youthful aggressiveness, 
both foreign and domestic. While 
much of it was not implemented 
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during his lifetime, President 
Kennedy’s domestic agenda was 
comprehensive and costly. His general 
program included expansions of 
Medicare and Social Security, greater 


The day the 
American people 
recognize that 
they have no ethical 
right to employ 
third-rate lawyers 
as politicians to 
coerce their 
neighbors, all 
conspiracies 
seeking to 
subjugate liberty 
to authority will 
see the basis 
of their power 
evaporate 
and will collapse. 


Jas), i Sr soci. 


federal involvement in education, civil 
rights legislation, a time extension for 
unemployment compensation, 
increased minimum wage, a larger 
food stamp program and increased 
subsidies and price supports for farm 
products.” And, of course, responding 
to Soviet advances in rocketry, the 
President initiated the race to the 
moon. As a result, the federal budget 
grew from $81.5 billion to $97.7 
billion. These numbers seem small 
today, but they nonetheless repre- 
sented a 19.8% increase in govern- 
ment spending in less than 1,000 days, 
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and continued the march of liberal 
political theory into an apology for the 
traditional conservative structure of a 
powerful central state. 

It was during the Kennedy- 
Johnson era that the economic 
theories of collective control which 
had been evolving for decades in the 
United States were given free rein 
under the administration’s desire to 
reinitiate neo-mercantilist expansion. 
Professor Nicolas Spulber noted: 
“Walter Heller, the chief architect of 
the New Economics, stressed that 
only heavy reliance on the budget 
[meaning deficit spending and infla- 
tion] could guarantee the maintenance 
of steady growth.”” Arthur Okun, 
looking back proudly on this period 
from a 1969 vantage point emphasized 


‘ what he called “unprecedented 


prosperity” thanks to their (New 
Economists) “vigorous and more 
consistent application of the tools of 
economic policy which contributed to 
the obsolescence of the business cycle 
pattern and the refutation of the 
stagflation myths.”*' Okun was 
indulging in some wishful thinking. 
Throughout the back half of the 
decade, inflation had been clearly 
rising even as economic growth 
slowed. Before long, liberal econo- 
mists like John Kenneth Galbraith, 
who had casually dismissed traditional 
free-market theories, were incorpo- 
rating coercive methods thousands of 
years old into their New Economics 
by calling for wage and price controls. 
Even more outlandish, economist 
Paul Samuelson, who would be 
awarded the Nobel Prize in 1970, was 
proclaiming about this time that 
“whatever rate of capital formation the 
American people want to have, the 
American system can, by proper 
choice of fiscal and monetary 
program, contrive to do.” ” 

This was heady stuff — and 
complete nonsense. The assumption 
that personal savings, entrepreneurial 
investment, and thus capital formation 
was programmable by some astute 
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social engineer; that the product of 
choices made by hundreds of millions 
of Americans on a daily basis could be 
distilled into policies that could be 
coordinated and directed by political 
authority revealed what F A. Hayek in 
his Nobel Prize acceptance speech 
called a “pretense of knowledge” and a 
remarkable capacity for self-delusion 
— to say nothing of its acute implica- 
tions for economic freedom. 

The desire for higher growth rates 
under the liberals’ New Economic 
theory meant still more increases in 
the money supply and in government 
spending. This was undertaken with 
the result that an elevated inflation 
rate arrived with increasingly distorted 
economic growth. During the late 
1950s and throughout the 1960s, 
dramatic expansion of the money 
supply brought America’s promise to 
redeem overseas dollars in gold under 
extreme pressure. In 1965 the United 
States abandoned silver coinage as the 
market value of silver rose above the 
legal tender value of the coins. The 
year 1968 was characterized by 
currency crises and devaluations. By 
1971 the flight from reality had ended. 
The Nixon administration finally 
admitted the fraudulence of the 
nation’s promises and ended gold 
redemption for overseas dollars (it had 
been illegal to possess gold in the U.S. 
since FDR called in all privately 
owned gold). With the artificial prop 
for the dollar removed, foreigners 
began dumping dollars and America’s 
exported inflation soon came roaring 
back home. 

After the two futile conservative 
administrations of Richard Nixon and 
Gerald Ford, Americans sent Jimmy 
Carter to the White House. Despite 
Carter’s portrayal of himself as 
offering a fresh approach, the policies 
he followed were fully in line with a by 
now very tired Progressive attempt to 
structure the economy in accordance 
with the wishes of political authority. 
In bona fide mercantilist fashion, 
Carter created new central bureaucra- 
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cies to attack symptoms rather than 
root problems. The Department of 
Education was authority's response to 
the growing failure of government 
schools while price controls, rationing 
and the Department of Energy repre- 
sented the administration’s futile 
answer to price hikes associated with 
an Arab oil cartel replacing a Western 
oil consortium. 

The Carter administration, under 
the influence of conservative, 
mercantilist assumptions that now 
dominate liberal political philosophy, 
was overwhelmed by events it did not 
understand — events that led to the 
election of Ronald Reagan and 
George Bush. With these two men, 
the inability of conservatives to effect 
a return of America’s classical liberal 
values became obvious. 

One result of the philosophical 
inbreeding that has characterized 
conservatives and liberals for a 
century has been the ability of 
“conspiracy” figures to manipulate 
both sides of America’s ostensibly 
different political ideologies. Groups 
like the Roundtable, the 
Bildebergers, the Council on Foreign 
Relations and the more recent 
Trilateral Commission have been 
well-represented in leadership 
positions on both sides of the political 
debate. 

The persuasiveness of their 
presence has created an aura of a 
powerful and personal conspiracy. 
But the issue runs far deeper than 
that. Power has always conspired 
against liberty in the effort to retain its 
authority, and until liberty achieves its 
final victory, conspiracies always will 
be present. While conspiracy theories 
among the oppressed can help propel 
liberty’s challenge to illegitimate 
authority — as they did in America 
during the 1760s and ’70s — it is 
important to remember that those 
who would control us are totally 
dependent on our ignorance. The day 
the American people recognize that 
they have no ethical right to employ 
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third-rate lawyers as politicians to 
coerce their neighbors, all conspira- 
cies seeking to subjugate liberty to 
authority will see the basis of their 
power evaporate and will collapse. 


Freeland Chew has his Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering and a Master of Science in Systems 
Management. It was from a serious and selfdirected 
study of Amercian history that he developed the 
individualism that characterizes his perspective on 
events current and past. 
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Looking Back 


Continued from Page 12 


Deistic and one step away from 
Naturalism or Atheism, all of which 
Robison perceived as evil. 

The recruitment of women was 
one aspect of Weishaupt’s efforts 
Robison had a serious problem with. 
While the author believed there to 
be no deficiency in the female mind 
in talent or disposition, he saw them 
as the upholders of morality and 
what was right in the world. In spite 
of this seeming liberated position 
regarding talent, he considered 
women’s positive place in society 
dependent upon and a direct result 
of traditional Christianity. While I 
disagree with his correlation and 
perceive this religion a detriment to 
women’ rights, it is understandable 
considering when this work was 
written. He also considered women 
to be the upholders and teachers to 
men of traditional morality and 
deserved an honored place in society 
as a result. In addition, he believed 
that British women were the most 


free. 
Political ideas are discussed at 
length. Robison considered 


Weishaupt’s ideas regarding the 
abolition of government through 
any means necessary not only 
dangerous but resulting in mass 
chaos. The author believed in a class 
society with a Monarch at the head 
and that the development of leaders 
in a society was natural. He believed 
that, while anyone can serve their 
nation in government, it should be 
difficult to achieve and only the 
landed gentry were the best quali- 
fied. He was convinced that univer- 
sal suffrage would lead to corruption 
and was thus opposed to the idea. 
He also urged Peers to reject every 
revolution that degrades the 
Peerage. In light of this, he was 
troubled by the Duke of Orleans’ 
support of the French Revolution. 
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The Duke, according to Robison, 
wished to become King of France 
and thus provided support for the 
revolution without realizing that he 
would become a target if Louis XVI 
were overthrown. While Robison 
admitted that the need for a 
complete change in the system was 
needed, he suspected a considerable 
degree of influence in that direction 
from the Illuminati. Robison, who 
also belonged to a Masonic Order, 
maintained that one of the 
Revolution’s concepts, the Rights of 
Man, was merely Illuminati jargon 
that the Order did not believe in. He 
also opposed the anti-religious 
writings of Voltaire and similar 
people. However, he did not discuss 
specific points of disagreement. 


Robison praised the British. 


skeptical writers for keeping within 
the bounds of decency and 
argument until Paine’s Age of 
Reason was published. He further 
comments : 

“| cannot help thinking that British 
sentiment, or British delicacy, is 
changed; for Paine’s book is treated by 
most of our reviewers with an affected 
liberality and candour; and is laid 
before the public as quite a new matter, 
and a fair field for discussion — and it 
strikes me as if our critics were more 


careful to let no fault of his opponents — 


pass unnoticed than to expose the 
futility and rudeness of this indelicate 
writer.” 

On another issue, that of 
freethought, Robison considered its 
natural course leading to licentious- 
ness and skepticism. He criticized 
the Prussian king for tolerating it, 
but maintained that only through a 
concerted governmental effort 
could it be curtailed. In another 
place he advocated the regulation of 
the spirit of enquiry. How is not 
stated. He warned that, in particular, 
free-thinking Protestants had 
explained and otherwise twisted the 
Bible so that hardly anything is left 
of revealed religion for people to 
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believe in. 

Interspersed in Robison’s discus- 
sions of politics, religion and 
morality were several illicit affairs of 
Weishaupt and others with whom he 
disagreed. He justified this by 
stating that their actions contradict 
their own morality. Thus should 
people follow their teachings? That 
people are inconsistent in practicing 
what they believe is no reason solely 
in itself not to adopt those ideas a 
reader or listener can live with. 
These personal attacks have no place 
in a work of ideas as this purports to 
be. 

Robison also attacked the French 
and Germans for following 
Illuminati concepts and Christian 
mysticism. More than once he 
lauded Britain for such ideas as its 
fair treatment of women, the 
simplicity of British Masonry, and 
the superiority of its parliamentary 
system of government. A definite 
anti-French sentiment is noticeable 
throughout. 

Robison described the conflict 
between traditional, faith-based 
Christianity and a version of 
Christianity based upon reason. He 
also contrasted the existing authori- 
tarian, class-structured society with 
the proposed individualist, classless 
society, preferring the former. 
Weishaupt wished to abolish 
authority, both civil and religious 
and replace it with independent 
thinking by rational people and a 
government similar to Anarchy. My 
political beliefs are more in line with 
Weishaupt. 

Well worth reading if one can get 
past Robison’s vitriol, patriotism, 
and typical 18th-century longwind- 
edness. 


Proofs of a Conspiracy, by John Robison. ©1967. 
Western Islands, Belmont, MA 02178. 304pp 
paperback. 7.95. 


Joseph Uphoff is a writer of numismatics and history. 
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Iluminati 


Continued from Page 16 


unrest in the United States — 
although the “problem” is by no 
meatis-absent am. GHurope: 
Recognizing that loyalty to the ideals 
and institutions upon which the 
American Republic was established 
would preclude the total authority 
sought by the United Nations on a 
wide range of issues, a speaker criti- 
cized “. . . stubborn Americans, who 
want to cling to every last shred of 
sovereignty...” 

The Spotlight reported that “new 
‘scientific studies’ will warn of 
impending world disasters” that 
require the authority of a “suprana- 
tional” agency to address. Refugees 
fleeing farms for lack of “sustainable 
growth” will lead to famine in 
the cities. 

“If reforms are to succeed,” asserted 
another speaker, “we must convince the 
middle class [in the United States] that 
supporting new powers for the UN is a 
patriotic duty, to save his country from 
natural disasters...We must promote a 
‘Lincolnesque’ view... the world 
cannot long endure half-poor and half- 
rich...hunger in Africa and poverty in 
Russia are as important a problem for 
America and other industrial nations as 
highways and bridges.” 

Thus, in the ethical vacuum 
typical of collectivist thinking, the 


causes of poverty in Russia are, 


unimportant and Americans who 
mortgaged their future during the 
Cold War should accept the burden 
of Marxism’s complete moral 
bankruptcy. How well this will be 
accepted by a middle class increas- 
ingly concerned about falling into 
poverty remains to be seen. 

Some notable American attendees 
were Lloyd Bentsen, Henry 
Kissinger, David Rockefeller, 
William Perry, George 
Stephanopoulos, William F. Buckley, 
Jr. and Norman Podhoretz — the 
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final two conservatives were given 
responsibility for “suppressing 
populist and nationalist grass-roots 
rebellion in the United States.” This 
would seem to be an unenviable task 
in a nation just beginning to realize 
the rate at which it is falling. 

Given the inherent tendency of 


Some notable 
American attendees 
were Lloyd Bentsen, 

Henry Kissinger, 
David Rockefeller, 
William Perry, 
George 
Stephanopoulos, 
William F. Buckley, Jr. 
and Norman Podhoretz 
— the final two 
conservatives 
were given 
responsibility for 
“suppressing populist 
and nationalist grass- 
roots rebellion in the 
United States.” 


power and control to seek expansion, 
it would seem safe to assume that a 
path is currently being cleared for the 
inclusion of the Chinese economy 
into an international organization 
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dedicated to control and profit for 
those who rule. The neo-Marxist 
structure of the long-suppressed 
Chinese economy requires only a 
little freedom to allow the creation of 
wealth necessary for the Order to 
begin its siphoning operations. The 
trick is not to let freedom get out of 
hand. 

As a natural product of the desire 
to control the world, groups like the 
Roundtable, the Council on Foreign 
Relations, and the Trilateral 
Commission have/had a specific 
interest in transcending partisan 
debate and influencing all political 
elements in the country in which they 
are/were working. Over the years the 
membership of the Council on 
Foreign Relations reads like a list of 
who’s who in American leadership 
circles, with both liberals and conser- 
vatives well-represented: 

Colonel House (intimate advisor 
to Woodrow Wilson), Walter 
Lippman, John Foster Dulles, Allen 
Dulles, Christian Herter, Herbert 
Hoover, Dwight Eisenhower, John 
Kenneth Galbraith, Richard Nixon, 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Robert 
Kennedy, Hubert Humphrey, Henry 
Kissinger, Zbigniew Brzezinski, 
George McGovern, Walter 
Mondale, Alexander Haig, Bernard 
Baruch and the banking interests of 
Warburg and Morgan as well as the 
Rockefellers . . . 

The list goes on and on, and the 
membership of similar organizations 
(like the Bilderbergers) sounds a 
similar bipartisan note. But I think 
the point is made; both sides of 
mainstream American ideologies are 
capable of adhering to the ideas spun 
out by the one-worlders. 

Since believers in conspiracies 
believe that many Republicans and 
Democrats work for the same organi- 
zations, they are less confused than 
most Americans over the fact that 
there are no real differences between, 
say, Teddy Kennedy and the late 
Nelson Rockefeller or that modern 
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politicians can so effortlessly change 
political parties. In a remarkable 
article published in the September 
1970 issue of New York magazine 
entitled “Richard Nixon and the 
Great Socialist Revival,” liberal 
author John Kenneth Galbraith 
approvingly detailed Nixon’s “great 
new thrust into socialism.” That the 
anti-Communist, cold-warrior 
Nixon would rule in a manner so 
comforting to neo-Keynesian 
Galbraith suggests either a complete 
philosophical ignorance on the part 
of Nixon or the existence of a 
conspiracy wide enough to include 
men like Nixon and Galbraith. Of 
course, both of the above is also an 
option. 

It is evident that what one critic 
called “globaloney” has been going 
on for some time. At the risk of 
appearing somewhat trite, I would 
like to point out that the individuals 
who propagate planetary unity under 
the authority of a world government 
are human; they die and influence 
our lives no longer. It is a waste of 
time and energy to focus on personal- 
ities. Only the ideas of these conspir- 
ators are picked up by others and 
carried forward. It is these ideas that 
must be examined and, when neces- 


sary, challenged. 


The Inevitable Failure of One 
World 

Even as you read this, the vision of 
groups like the Roundtable, the 
Bilderbergers and the Council On 
Foreign Relations is fracturing along 
the fault line of its inherent contra- 
diction. Their mirage of a world 
collectively whole under a suprastate 
that they will manage is fatally flawed 
by the degree of conformity that is 
essential to a collective whole. Since 
openly acknowledging this intrinsic 
need for conformity would mean 
exposing the imperialist impulse that 
the Roundtable admitted was at its 
core, modern one-world philosophy 
just pays lip service to human variety 
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and social diversity. It thereby sows 
the seeds of its own destruction. For 
if diversity is to be rhetorically 


Both Antony Sutton’s 
Order and Cecil 
Rhodes’ Roundtable 
recognized that only 
by a subtle 
programming of the 
human mind could 
such imperial 
conformity be even 
theoretically possible. 
This explains the 
necessity for state 
control of education, 
media outlets 
and eventually the 
entire economy 
since the marketplace 
is the greatest 
educator of all. 
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encouraged (and human nature and 
biological science suggests it must 
always exist), then the cultural 
homogeneity implied by the 
existence of a world government 
cannot prevail without a resort to 
authoritarian, life-suffocating 


methods. 
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It is significant that the “common 
interest” that Weishaupt posited 
stands directly opposed to the diver- 
sity he himself recognized. Both 
Antony Sutton’s Order and Cecil 
Rhodes’ Roundtable recognized that 
only by a subtle programming of the 
human mind could such imperial 
conformity be even theoretically 
possible. This explains the necessity 
for state control of education, media 
outlets and eventually the entire 
economy since the marketplace is the 


greatest educator of all. 
‘To an extent, such... . is brain- 
washing too strong a word? .... can 


successfully limit the information 
available to the rational process of the 


_ human mind and thus manipulate the 


outcome. I personally have no doubt 
that this is being done. How else 
could Newsweek and Time magazines 
analyze the American economy and 
society every week for decades 
without stumbling across the concept 
of paper money as a destroyer of 
societies when the historical evidence 
is so clear? How can a “free” press 
continually exhibit such mindless 
confusion over events ranging from 
the Kennedy assassination and 
Watergate to the multi-generational 
collapse of the American dollar and 
Whitewater? And why was the word 
statism dropped from so many 
dictionaries when anyone who reads 
history even superficially knows that 
it never went out of usage? Questions 
such as these can go on endlessly. 
There are gaps in our knowledge 
and we often have no conception of 
how large they truly are. Do the 
names Hanson, Boudinot, Mifflin, 
Lee, Gorham, St. Clair and Griffin 
mean anything to you? Probably not. 
Surprisingly enough, they are the first 
seven Presidents of the United States. 
Under the Articles of Confederation 
after the Revolutionary War the 
American presidency was an almost 
ceremonial position limited to a one- 
year term. These men were not 
blanks in history, however. John 
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“Swede” Hanson set up the Post 
Office, established the first presiden- 
tial cabinet and Benjamin Franklin 
was his Secretary of State. Thus, 
seven men whom most Americans 
have never even heard of were presi- 
dent before the Constitution was 
written and George Washington was 
designated as the “first” President. 
Clearly, the information to which we 
are exposed is laundered. 

However successful such 
techniques of limiting the develop- 
ment of knowledge by controlling the 
informational environment may seem 
in the short run, they are a recipe for 
failure in the long run. The notion of 
world government and the psycho- 
intellectual manipulations necessary 
to make it palatable are thwarted by 
the nature of human beings. The 
survival of the human species requires 
that it be free to personally develop 
and biologically evolve. 

The subjugation inherent in the 
idea of a New World Order denies 
the necessity for the social diversity 
that has always been the hallmark of 
an evolving species. Only by divesting 
the information assimilated by the 


human brain of all content that might 
be used for the formation of creative, 
and thus dangerous and destabilizing, 
concepts, could humanity be 
rendered harmless to a consciously 
directed world order. This very 
process of starving the human mind 
diminishes its ability to operate as 
Homo Sapiens’ fundamental tool of 
survival. As the average level of 
human intelligence then declines, 
human creativity shrivels, social 
cooperation degrades and physical 
starvation grows, the death rate rises, 
wealth formation (both material and 
intellectual) slows or even stops and 
the civilization being plundered 
stagnates. In this manner, the rewards 
for those in control steadily lessen; 
even the crude authority-based social 
structures necessary for an elitist 
despotism disintegrate as faith in the 
system fails. Before long, the proles 
no longer love Big Brother and the 
social order collapses. 


Freeland Chew is a lifelong student of American history. 
He is a freelance writer who lives in Mammoth Lakes, 
California where he and his wife home-school their 
two daughters. 
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Whose Bank? 
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When the bill passed, Congressman 
Charles Lindbergh, Sr. said: “This 
Federal Reserve Act established the 
most gigantic trust on earth. When the 
President signs this bill the invisible 
government of the Monetary Power 
will be legalized.” In 1913 the Federal 
Debt was 0. Since the Federal Reserve 
was established the Federal Debt has 
grown to over 4.7 trillion dollars. 

The power of the Fed was unchal- 
lenged until the 1930s when 
Congressman McFadden, as chairman 
of the House Banking and Currency 
Committee for over ten years, exposed 
their activities. In his writings he stated: 

Every effort has been made by the 
Federal Reserve Board to conceal its 
powers, but the truth is .. . the Fed has 
usurped the government. It controls 
everything here (Congress) and it controls 
all our foreign relations. It makes and 
breaks governments at will. 

Hundreds of books have been 
written by experts detailing the activi- 
ties of banking agents in the White 
House and Congress. Due to their 
suppression they do not reach schools 
or libraries. In their desire for change, 
millions of Americans are discovering 
that the untold, repressed history 
concerning the birth of banking and its 
monopoly on the world must now be 
thoroughly researched, understood 
and challenged. Eustace Mullins 
researched the International Bankers 
and his book, Secrets of the Federal 
Reserve, reveals in detail his findings and 
includes many organizational charts of 
the interlocks and connections. 

The Fed remains today one of the 
truly independent sources of power in 
the government. It is linked through 
history to wars, depressions and reces- 
sions. The Fed controls our money but 
answers to no one. The Federal 
Reserve Bank is not held accountable 
or audited. Americans believe in the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. Our 
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forefathers warned future generations 
that failure to hold government 
accountable at all times put them in 
jeopardy of losing their rights as free 
people. 

If you are in debt, you are not free. 
You are a bond slave. Even if you have 
no personal debt, as a U.S. citizen, your 
share of the National Debt is 


oa I 


If people are kept 
ignorant about 
money, it allows 
International Bankers to 
enslave whole nations 
by controlling their 
money systems. 


— __ 


approaching $18,000 and whatever 
property you think you own is pledged 
to pay that debt. Is it possible that 
Americans now have the best Congress 
that money can buy? If people are kept 
ignorant about money, it allows 
International Bankers to enslave whole 
nations by controlling their money 
systems. 

Americans elect representatives to 
preserve our right to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. Now we ask our 
representatives WHY the Federal 
Reserve is not held accountable for its 
role in American life. WHY has 
government allowed the Federal 
Reserve system to do the job the 
Constitution of the United States 
designated to Congress? 

Whose bank is this? 


Joyce Huff, a freelance writer, also owns and operates 
a horticulture business in Virginia specializing in herbs, 
perennials and everlastings. 
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God made a mistake by entrusting 
man with so much freedom. They say 
that Caesar — the state — should 
punish the man who chooses wrongly. 
Thus, conservatives say that the state 
should punish non-violent behavior, 
such as the use of illicit drugs, the 
viewing of pornography, the coveting 
of a neighbor’s wife, and so forth. 

But Christians skate on very thin 
ice when they use the force of the state 
to interfere with God’ gift of free will. 
If free will means anything at all, it 
means the ability to choose wrongly. If 
a person is “free” to choose only the 
“correct” way, then he is not free. 
Christians must finally come to terms 
with the fact that individuals have the 
God-given right to choose wrongly, 
so long as the choice does not involve 
force or fraud against another — and 
that, as part of His great gift of free 
will, God demands that this right to 
choose be protected. As a minister 
friend of mine once put it: “Sin is too 
important an item to be left in the 
hands of the state.” 

The Roosevelt revolution is a 
failed revolution. By abandoning the 
principles of our ancestors — by 
abandoning the laws of our God — 
we have ended up with a society 
characterized by drug abuse, loss of 
values, strife, poverty, covetousness, 
and stealing. 

The Religious Right could very 
well be a powerful force in the 
movement for freedom. We need not 
persuade Christians of the practical 
benefits that will result from ending 
the welfare state. We need only make 
them see the nature of the choice that 
confronts them. Once Christians 
realize that they must choose between 
God’s laws and man’s laws, they will 


know their duty. 


Jacob G. Hornberger is founder and president of The 
Future of Freedom Foundation, a national libertarian 
think tank based in Fairfax, Virginia. 
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incidentally are very unhappy about 
a UN biosphere reserve being 
foisted upon them. 

The conversations of colonized 
people tend to resonate from nation 
to nation and tribe to tribe as they 
strive to hold on to the things that 
uniquely identify them. Note for 
example the similarities between the 
following statements taken from the 
Abya Yala News, the journal of the 
South and Meso American Indian 
Rights Center, and the often 
repeated comments of the radical 
patriot community: 

“They have superimposed artificial 
and arbitrary borders over a cultural 
and historical geography; they have 
tricked us into thinking we can obtain 
justice in their courts; they have 
undermined the people’s justice 
systems; they define us with legal 
language that does not define the nature 
of our character; democratic fictions ... 
enable(d) the oscillation between 
democracy and dictatorship; true 
Indian liberation will begin when we 
assume our condition of immemorial 
identity, when we abandon the entities 
of the national states that dilute and 
disavow us.” 

Only those who have been 
thoroughly re-educated by the 
occupying powers insist on perpetu- 
ating the illusion that the corporate 
state represents the interests of the 
people and their commons. 


Estar Holmes is a contributing editor to North 
American News Service. For a free catalogue 
contact: NANS, c/o P.O. Box 5290, Eugene, 
Oregon state, Postal Zone: 97405: (541) 343- 
5066 voice; (541) 343-5066 fax: Email: 


jonlib@aokcom 
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DEA goons get away with murder 
and grand theft as they go after 
innocent citizens. Maybe by the 
standard of decency it doesn’t work, 
even as the sheep continue to be 
docile and obedient. 

Besides the creeping growth noted 
above, Browne identifies four major 
periods that expanded government: 
the Civil War, the Teddy Roosevelt- 
Wilson era, the New Deal, and the 
Great Society. These have been 
noted in other Truth Seeker articles, 
some in this issue. Each period did its 
own damage in changing the basic 
structure of government away from 
the Constitution. 

What does Browne propose to do 
as President? It’s a long list: pardon all 
those convicted of victimless federal 
crimes; stop and punish all violations 


of the Bill of Rights by federal 
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“You are told in advance what you are going to do. 
You are going to indict.” 
— Hoppy Heidelberg, Oklahoma City Grand Juror 


officers; remove U. S. troops from 
foreign countries; veto all budget 
bills that exceed his budget propos- 
als (Browne notes that Reagan 
failed almost totally in this regard); 
and much more. He offers specific 
proposals in the major areas of 
health care, education, welfare, 
national defense, crime, Social 
Security. A lot of the proposals, as 
you would expect, involve 
privatization. 

I agree with his assessment and 
would be happy to see his program 
carried out. Whether government 
“works” depends on what you mean 
by “work.” A jaundiced or detached 
view would say that it does; if we 
want a free country with a joyful and 
productive citizenry, it is clear that 
government hasn’t provided us with 
one, and it won’t. 


Why Government Doesn’t Work, by Harry Browne. 
©1995. Published by St. Martin’s Press, 175 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10010. ISBN 0-312- 
13623-4. 245 pp. hardback. $19.95. 
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evidence of any wrongdoing on their part.” 
— Pat Carter, UPI Photographer 
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LAWRENCE YORK [RUE 
1923-1996 


On May 14 Truth Seeker lost its Chairman of 
the Board, Lawrence Y. True. Mr. True was 
trustee of the Truth Seeker ‘Trust and the James 
Hervey Johnson Charitable Educational Trust. 
He took an active part in the defense of the 
trusts against lawsuits from Madalyn Murray 
O’Hair, Robert John and James Prescott and 
was a conscientious caretaker of the assets. He 
retired from a thirty-six-year banking career 
before joining the ‘Truth Seeker Company. 

Mr. True was born in Syracuse, New York 
and was a graduate of Syracuse University with a 
degree in law and political science. He later 
received a master's degree in business banking 
from Rutgers University. 

Larry was a devoted family man as well as a 
patron of the arts. He had a great love of baseball 
and as a youth tried out for the Boston Red Sox. 
He sometimes ended a Truth Seeker board 


meeting by saying "Let's wrap it up. Time to get 
to the ball game!" We'll all remember him with 
affection as a cheerful, affable man and a great 


supporter of our efforts. 
‘True is survived by his wife Rose Marie, four 
daughters, a son and nine grandchildren. 


PYCCAOMNs thesocetconanenne nee every 
individual has 100% control over his own property. 
...this is the way to the stars. 


— Andrew J. Galambos 


Astrophysicist, Integrator of the Science of Volition 
Founder of the Free Enterprise Institute and 
the Liberal Institute of Natural Science and Technology 
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